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That’s Entertainment! 
Your TV- PC Options 


Build a Family Web Site 
(And Why You’d Want To) 


Can You Return PCs 
and CD-ROMs? 
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*1499 «■ *1,699 «s *2,499 « *2,799 «■ 
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Upgrade to: 64MB SDRAM memory 

6.4GB UltraATA hard drive 

17" Micron 700Vx monitor (15.9" display) 
100MB Iomega Zip drive 

Upgrade to: Upgrade to: Upgrade to: Upgrade to: 

128MB SDRAM memory 128MB SDRAM memory Monsoon MM1000 flat panel speakers w/subwoofer 256MB 100MHz SDRAM 

10GB Ultra ATA hard drive 13.6GB Ultra ATA hard drive 19" Micron Trinitron monitor (18" display) Microsoft Natural Keyboard Elite 

17" Micron Trinitron 700Tx 19" Micron 900Lx monitor (18" display) 

monitor (16" display) 4.8X DVD III ROM drive 

100MB Iomega Zip drive 

I 


> s 40/mo.' 


6/mo. 0,114 s 85/mo. 

al Payment Plan * Personal Payment Plan 

48mos. New Low Price! 48mos. 


ORDER DIRECT 1-800 

Call toll-free or order online at www.micro 






























3CDS PACKED WITH HIGH QUALITY 


SOUND AND VIDEO 


FULL 360° OF MOVEMENT IN 6 


UNIQUE WORLDS 


WINDOWS 95/98, MAC OS 


COMPATIBLE 


LIVE ACTION VIDEO 


INTENSIFIES 


DRAMA, SUSPENCE 


AND REALISM 




HOW DO YOU KNQWYQLrRE 

AWAKE? 

Decipher the riddle of the neurographicon, a pod-like time machine that preserves dreams 
forever. Upon exploring each pod, you experience its prisoners' tragic lives through their 
dreams, ghosts and visions.The experience will have you quickly confusing the surreal 
with the real and sacrificing your own dream time for Morpheus time. 

"Morpheus is a gorgeous looking game. Players will 
have more freedom to explore than that offered 
by slideshow-style games such as Riven.” 

-Digital Entertainment Online 

“A solid adventure game experience wherein 
the sum of the parts add up to an 
engrossing challenging whole.” 

-JustAdventure.com 

"Charts new territory in the deep, moody, 
engrossing nature of the story and the 
breathtaking beauty of the graphics." 

—Adrenaline Vault 









.. .one of the best color ink jet printers ever made... 



printer. 


We were impressed with the BJC-5000’s bang-on color... 


The Canon BJC-5000 Color Bubble Jet" Printer. The Ultimate Business Printing Machine. 

• Fast, laser-quality black printing 

• Huge 1800-page ink yield in black* 

• Vibrant 1440 x 720 dpi color printing out of the box** 

• Stunning 7-color photo printing*** 

• Flexible 4" x 6" to 11" x 17" paper support 









PC Magazine liked our 
color printer so much, they put 
it in black and white. 


We gave the editors at PC Magazine our BJC-5000 Color Bubble Jet printer for review. As you 
can see, what we received in return was pretty impressive. For more information, come and 


visit our Web site at www.ccsi.canon.com/2heads or give us a call at 1-800-OK-CANON. 


See what we mean." 


Cation 


1998 Canon Computer Systems, Inc. Canon and BJC are registered trademarks and Bubble Jet, PhotoRealism and “Si 





Be as comfortable by day 
as you are at night. 


i'M, 


I MouseMan® Wheel. With its 
p melt-in-your-hand shape and four 
conveniently placed buttons, it’s designed 
» make you as comfortable at your computer 
I’ as you are in that other place you spend so 
much time. Only difference is, you’ll be a lot 
P more productive. That's because it’s also 
designed for control. Its innovative scroll 
wheel lets you easily zoom and scroll 
n Windows* 95, Windows 98, and 
Windows NT* 4.0 applications, 
n the Internet. Once you pick 
me up, you’ll never put it down. 
wlogitech.com 


. 


It’s what you touch." 






Now you can share 


the moment in the 


moment. 


Logitech 
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You have family 
members spread out all 
over the place; But hey, this is the information 
age, people are connected, right? Well, do you feel: 
connected? Connected to things that matter? 
Connected to people you care about? If not, it’s 
time you did. Log on to www.MyEamily.com. In 
just a few minutes you can create a free, private, 
on-line gathering place for 
you and your entire family. 


A place where those 
you choose can e-mail 
family members, chat in a secure room on even 
the most sensitive topics, customize family event 
calendars and photo albums, shop for gifts, and post 
news and announcements. You’ll also find links 
to family-friendly sites and a filtered Web directory 
to deliver quality Internet content. So get your 

family on MyFamily.coffii and 
stay connected. 


ireasoims to get 
yonir family on MlyFamily.com 


MyFamily.com 
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66 Cover Story 

PC Perils 



Your family PC is exposed to dozens of hazards. From viruses 
to power surges, conflicts to crashes, it seems trouble is never 
far away. Our annual Computer Survival Guide provides the 
perfect prescription to help prevent and recover from PC 
problems. Read on to learn about useful utilities, quick-fix {i 
tricks, and good maintenance habits you can adopt to keep 
your computer healthy. As an added bonus, we offer a year¬ 
long maintenance schedule. 



Honey, I Digitized the Kids C 


A family Web page is a must for families that want to avoid \^UI 

huge bills at the photo processor yet still share frequent snap- i - feg 
shots with geographically dispersed friends and relatives. Our day-by-day account 
of one dad’s effort at building his family’s “Home, Sweet Home Page” will help 
your family learn how easy it is to stake a claim on the Web. We also offer helpful 
hints from 114 family testers who rated seven Web-page-building programs. 



91 


We Interrupt This Program... 


Devices like Sony’s WebTV Plus, $99 TV Tuner cards, and digital TV boxes are 
hastening the collision of the TV and PC worlds. What will this do to the average 
American living room? We lay out all the options of getting your PC into the TV 
(and TV into your PC). 



FAMILYPC REVIEWS 


42 Sharing a Computer 
with Your Kids 


66 Computer Survival Guide: 
Keep Your PC Safe from 
Viruses, Kids, Crashes, More 


103 Hardware 

Budget systems from Compaq, Packard Bell, and 
Hewlett-Packard; Comtrade 450; IBM Aptiva 
SE7; Gateway, IBM, and WinBook notebooks; 
Storm ImageStudio VF; 3-D graphics from 
Guillemot, STB, and Diamond; Matrox Marvel 
G200-TV. 


Deluxe, Microsoft Publisher, Print Artist, Print- 
Master, and more. Learn to Program BASIC; 
Sierra Club Perpetual Calendar; Adventures in 
Typing with Timon & Pumbaa. 


91 That’s Entertainment! 
Your TV-PC Options 


133 GameTime 


52 Build a Family Web Site 
(And Why You’d Want To) 


Cool winter games: NHL 99; Need For Speed III; 
Hoyle Card Games and Board Games; the Game 
of Life; Icarus; environmental sound; SimCity 


47 Can You Return PCs 
and CD-ROMs? 


119 Software 


FamilyTested publishing software: Print Shop 3000 creator; and more. 


FAMILYPC JANUARY 19 9 9 .www.familypc.com 
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DESKTOP-LIKE POWER FOR 
THE COUNTERTOP, 
TABLETOP AND SOFA TOP. 



With its huge 15-inch display, 
Pentium® II processor at'300MHz and 
the great 3D graphics of its 8MB 2X 
AGP video card, the Dell® Inspiroh" 
7000 D300LT is almost like working 
on a powerful desktop. 

Except its power moves around 
your home. Where you can build your 
own website or surf the Internet in the 
basement. Balance your checkbook 
while watching football. And catch 
up on e-mail in bed. Visit our website 
or call toll-free to buy. 




pentium*|[ 


For faster service, please have your order code and keycode available when calling. 

"Personal leasing arranged by Dell Financial Services L.P., an independent entity, to qualified customers. Amount of monthly lease 
payments above based on 36-month lease. All above monthly lease payments exclude taxes which may vary (for example, Hartford City, 
IN sales tax e $5.60/month). Shipping cost due with first payment. No security deposit required; subject to credit approval and availability. 
Lease terms subject to change without notice. 














DELL DIMENSION DESKTOPS 


NEED A 
LAST-MINUTE 
GIFT? GO TO 
OUR WEBSITE 
AND 

BUILD ONE. 

www.dell.com/direct 

The best gifts are the ones you build yourself. 
So visit Dell’s online store, where you can 
custom configure the exact computer you want 
to give. Or choose from Dell’s lineup of some 
of the fastest, most powerful, most up-to-the- 
minute desktops and notebooks available. 
Once you build it, you’re done; not only will 
it be delivered promptly, Dell’s award-winning 
service and support will take care of any 
technical problem 24 hours a day online or 
by phone. Visit us at www.dell.com/direct. 
And put together a remarkable computer for 
friends, family or (huzzah!) yourself. 


Common features: ♦ Mini-Tower Model ♦ 512KB Integrated L2 Cache (128KB on lntel®C| 
Service ♦ 3.5" Floppy Disk Drive ♦2 Universal Serial Bus (USB) Ports ♦McAfee VirusScail 


DELL DIMENSION V333c NEW DELL DIMENSION V400 

INTEL CELERON PROCESSOR AT 333MHz PENTIUM II PROCESSOR AT 400MHz 


•64MB SDRAM 

• 8.4GB Ultra ATA Hard Drive 

• 15" (13.7" viewable) 800F Monitor 
•ATI 8MB 3D AGP Graphics 

• 40X Max“ Variable CD-ROM Drive 

• Yamaha XG 64V Wavetable Sound 

• harman/kardon HK-195 Speakers 

• MS Works Suite 99 with Money 99 Basic 

• Dell QuietKey® Keyboard 

• Logitech First Mouse+ Wheel (PS/2v) 

• Upgrade to a NEW 4.8X DVD-ROM 
Drive, add $59. 

• Upgrade to 128MB SDRAM, add $149. 

• Upgrade to a 17’ (15.9" viewable) 
WOOLS Monitor, add $69. 


$1299 

Personal Lease”: $50/Mo., 36 Mos? 
Order Code #501206 


•64MB 100MHz SDRAM 

• 8.4GB Ultra ATA Hard Drive 

• 17" (15.9" viewable) 1000LS Monitor 
•ATI 8MB 3D AGP Graphics 

•4.8X DVD-ROM Drive 

• Yamaha XG 64V Wavetable Sound 

• harman/kardon HK-195 Speakers 

• MS Works Suite 99 with Money 99 Basic 

• Dell QuietKey Keyboard 

• Logitech First Mouse# Wheel (PS/2v) 

• Upgrade to a 17" (16.0" viewable, ,26dp) 
Trinitron ® 1000HS Monitor, add $99. 

• Upgrade to a NEW 12.9GB Ultra ATA 
Hard Drive, add $89. 

• Upgrade to 128MB SDRAM, add $149. 


$1699 

Personal Lease 0 : $64/Mo., Mos. 
Order Code #501205 


DELL INSPIRON NOTEBOOKS 


Common features for Inspiron 3500: ♦ 3D Surround Sound and Software Wavel 
♦ MS Windows 98 ♦ Touchpad ♦ 3-Year Limited Warranty' Common features for lns| 
Battery ♦ MS Windows 98 ♦Touchpad ♦ 3-Year Limited Warranty' 


NEW DELL INSPIRON 3500 D233XT 

DELL INSPIRON 7000 D266GT 

PENTIUM II PROCESSOR AT 233MHz 

PENTIUM II PROCESSOR AT 266MHz 

• 13.3" XGA Active Matrix Display 

• 14.1" XGA Active Matrix Display 

• 32MB SDRAM 

• 64MB SDRAM 

• 3.2GB Ultra ATA Hard Drive 

• Modular 24X Max" Variable CD-ROM 

• Modular 3.5" Floppy Drive 

• Deluxe Nylon Case 

• MS Home Essentials 98 with Money 98 

• Internal 56K Capable * Data/Fax Modem 
with 30-Day Trial Offer ConnectDirect 
Internet Service, add $99. 

• Upgrade to 3-Year Premier On-site A 
Service, add $149. 

• Upgrade to 64MB SDRAM, add $99. 

• 4GB Ultra ATA Hard Drive 

• Removable Combo 24X Max" Variable 
CD-ROM and 3.5" Floppy Drive 

• 2X AGP 4MB ATI Rage Pro 3D Video 

• Internal 56K Capable" Data/Fax Modem 

• 30-Day Trial Offer ConnectDirect 

Internet Service 

• MS Home Essentials 98 with Money 98 

• Upgrade to a 6.4GB Ultra ATA 

Hard Drive, add $149. 

• Upgrade to a Removable Combo 2X 1 
DVD-ROM and Floppy Drive, add $199. 1 

• Second Intelligent Lithium Ion Battery, 1 



add $129. 

$1999 

$2499 

Personal Lease”: $75/Mo„ 36 Mos. 

Personal Lease 0 : $94/Mo„ 36 Mos. ] 

Order Code 801215 

Order Code #801211 



pentium || 


t to change without notice. tFor a complete copy of Guarantees or Lim 


ions valid in U.S. only and subject to cha.____ ...---- rl - . 

i. write Dell USA L.P., Attn: Warranties, One Dell Way, Round Rock. TX 78682. "Requires Windows 98. Mt-home or On-Site ser 
■ ' r and third-party provider, and is not available in certainjenriote areas. Technidan^dispatched if n 


Pricing not discountable. *Prices and sjecificationsvalid in U.S. onj 

_ ...,.... .. r _ a 

limited to 53Kbps. Upload speeds are less (in the 30Kbps range! and vary by modem manufacturer. Speeds also vary depending on line 

phone line and compatible server equipment required. tLimit one per household. Not valid with other Hewlett Packard offers--- 

specified by that offer. Offer is limited to qualifying HP DeskJet, ScanJet and All-in-One products. Customer must mail completed ret 
coupon and copy of receipt(s) dated 10/20/98 to 1/30/99 for all products. Customer will need serial number bar codes from each purcha 
product. Submissions must be postmarked no later than 1 /30/99 and received no later than 2/15/99. Customer will receive a $50 ret 
check, payable in U.S. dollars, from Hewlett Packard approximately 8-10 weeks after receipt of rebate materials. See rebate coupon 
Retails Intel, the Intel Inside logo and Pentium are registered trademarks and Celeron is a trademark of Intel Corporation. MS, Microsoft, IntelliMouse 

- * - J — J —- of Microsoft Corporation. 3Com is a registered trademark of 3Com Corporation. HP and DeskJet are registi 

T - : - — i s a registered trademark of Sony Corporation. ©1998 Dell Computer Corporation. All rights resen 


Personal leasing arranged by Dell Financia 
Services L.P.. an independent entity, to qualifier 
customers. Amount of monthly lease payment 
above based on 36-month lease. Allabov. 
monthly lease payments exclude taxes whicl 
may vary (for example, Hartford City, IN sale 
tax °$2.50/month). Shipping cost due with fir! 
payment. No security deposit required 
subject to credit approval and availability 
Lease terms subject to change without notice 





















PRE-LOADED SOFTWARE 


n'“ Processor-based Systems) ♦ NEW 3Com® USR V.90 11 PCI Telephony WinModem ♦ 30-Day Trial Offer ConnectDirect” Internet 
MS® Windows® 98 ♦ 3-Year Limited Warranty' ♦ 1-Year At-home 11 Service Upgrade: ♦ 3-Year Premier At-home 4 Service, add $99 


DELL DIMENSION XPS R450 
[PENTIUM II PROCESSOR AT 450MH; 

DELL DIMENSION XPS R450 
PENTIUM II PROCESSOR AT 450MHz 

DELL DIMENSION XPS R450 
PENTIUM II PROCESSOR AT 450MHz 


■ 128MB 100MHz SDRAM 

•128MB 100MHz SDRAM 

•128MB 100MHz SDRAM 


■ NEW 12.9GB Ultra ATA Hard Drive 

• NEW 17.2GB Ultra ATA Hard Drive 

• NEW 17.2GB Ultra ATA Hard Drive 


M7” (15.9" viewable) 1000LS Monitor 

• 17" (16.0" viewable, ,26dp) Trinitron 

• NEW 19" (18.0" viewable, ,26dp) 


• 8MB ATI XPERT 98D 3D AGP 

1000HS Monitor 

Trinitron P990 Monitor 


[Graphics Card 

•8MB ATI XPERT 98D 3D AGP 

• NEW 16MB STB nVidia TNT 3D AGP 


-4.8X DVD-ROM Drive 

Graphics Card 

Graphics Card 


Hurtle Beach Montego A3D 64V 

• 4.8X DVD-ROM Drive 

• 4.8X DVD-ROM Drive and Decoder Card 


iSound Card 

• Turtle Beach Montego A3D 64V 

• Turtle Beach Montego A3D 64V 


■ harman/kardon HK-195 Speakers 

Sound Card 

Sound Card 


• MS Works Suite 99 with Money 99 Basic 

• ACS-295 Speakers with Subwoofer 

• ACS-495 Dolby Surround Sound 


• Dell QuietKey Keyboard 

• Iomega Zip 100MB Internal Drive 

Speakers with Subwoofer 


•MS IntelliMouse® 

• MS Office 97 Small Business Edition 

• Iomega Zip 100MB Internal Drive 


it Iomega Zip WOMB Internal Drive 

v2.0 plus Encarta Encylopedia 98 

• MS Works Suite 99 with Money 


with Two Cartridges, add $99. 

• Dell Comfort Key Keyboard 

99 Basic 


hUpgradetoa 17"(18.0"viewable, ,26dp) 

• MS IntelliMouse 

• Dell Comfort Key Keyboard 


' Trinitron 1000HS Monitor, add $99. 

★ Upgrade to a 19" 117.9" viewable, .26dp) 
1200HS Monitor, add $99. 

• MS IntelliMouse 


$1999 

$2499 

$2799 


Personal Lease 0 : $75/Mo„ 36 Mos. 

Personal Lease 0 : $94/Mo., 36 Mos. 

Personal Lease 0 : $106/Mo., 36 Mos. 


Order Code #501204 

Order Code #501207 

Order Code #501202 



Word 97, Excel 97, Publisher 98, 
Outlook 98, Small Business Financial 
Mgr. 98 and Expedia Streets 98. 

Microsoft Works Suite 99: 

(Dimension only) 

Word 97, Encarta Standard 99, 
Money 99 Basic, Works 4.5a, Works 
Calendar, Graphic Studio Greetings 
and Expedia Streets 98. 


NEW 

Fast Track Game Pack $79: 

Tomb Raider 2, Jack Nicklaus Golf 
5.0, Titanic: Adventure Out of Time, 
Hardball 6.0 and Total Annihilation. 

Quicken 99 Power Bundle $79: 

Quicken Deluxe 99, Quicken Financial 
Planner, Quicken Family Lawyer and 
a coupon for Quicken Turbo Tax 99. 


1 1 

1 able ♦ NeoMagic MediaMagic 256AV AGP Video ♦ Intelligent Lithium Ion Battery 1 
iron 7000: ♦ 3D Surround Sound and Hardware Wavetable ♦ Intelligent Lithium Ion 

DELL INSPIRON 7000 D300LT 

DELL INSPIRON 7000 D300LT 


PENTIUM II PROCESSOR AT 300MHz 

PENTIUM II PROCESSOR AT 300MHz 

i 

1 • 15" XGA Active Matrix Display 

• 15" XGA Active Matrix Display 


1 • 64MB SDRAM 

• 64MB SDRAM 


1 • 4GB Ultra ATA Hard Drive 

• 6.4GB Ultra ATA Hard Drive 


1 • Removable Combo 24X Max' 1 ' Variable 

• Removable Combo 2X DVD-ROM Drive 


1 f CD-ROM and 3.5" Floppy Drive 

and 3.5" Floppy Drive 


• 2X AGP 8MB ATI Rage Pro 3D Video 

• 2X AGP 8MB ATI Rage Pro 3D Video 


• Internal 56K Capable" Data/Fax Modem 

• Internal 56K Capable" Data/Fax Modem 


|> 30-Day Trial Offer ConnectDirect 

• 30-Day Trial Offer ConnectDirect 


f Internet Service 

Internet Service 


• MS Home Essentials 98 with Money 98 

• MS Office 97 Small Business Edition v2.0 


tlnspiron 7000 Port He plica tor, add $149 

★ Upgrade to 128MB SDRAM, add $199. 


* Modular Iomega Zip lOOMB Internal 

★ Modular Iomega Zip WOMB Internal 


Drive, add $149. 

Drive, add $149. 


* Upgrade to a B.4GB Ultra ATA 



Hard Drive, add $149 



$2999 

$3399 


Personal Lease 0 : $112/Mo., 36 Mos. 

Personal Lease 0 : $127/Mo., 36 Mos. 


Order Code#801212 

Order Code #801213 



PRINTER 


HP DESKJET' 722C 

• Photo-quality printing on any paper ~ 

• PC Magazine's n "Editors' Choice" 

• Up to 8 ppm black, 4 ppm color 

• Add a printer cable for $25. 

1S^ $249 

$299-$50 MAIL-IN REBATE* 

SCANNER 


NEWHP SCANJET 4100Cse 

• Uses HP's Exclusive Intelligent 

i 

Scanning Technology 

*-^$149 

$199— $50 MAIL-IN REBATE* 

• USB** connectivity for easy installation 

• 600 dpi, 1200 dpi enhanced, 36-bit color 

POWER STRIP 



APC SURGESTATION PR08T2 

• Helps protect your system against 
electrical surges 

• 8 outlets with block spacing for 
3 outlets 

• Provides $10K equipment protection warranty 


$39 


I ACCESS SPECIAL PROMOTIONS 
I DESIGN YOUR IDEAL COMPUTER 
I CHECK THE STATUS OF YOUR ORDER 
I ACCESS 24HR. ONLINE TECH SUPPORT 


For faster service, please have your order code and keycode available when calling. 

^ | Keycode #88530~ 

IRR TX>LI 


800 - 247-2304 


M-F 7a-9p • Sa-Su 8a-8p CT 
In Canada?call 800-839-0148 
In Mexico? call 001-800-210-7607 


www.dell.com/direct 






































Whether you’ve been naughty or nice this 
year, Dell’s got a multimedia system for you. 
Just upgrade our Dell® Dimension® XPS R400 
to immerse yourself in a world of blazing 
graphics and explosive sound. The upgrade’s 
Trinitron monitor, 16MB graphics card, high- 
end sound card and surround sound speakers 
are designed especially for the rich graphics 
and tones of cutting-edge 3D games and 
multimedia websites. Visit www.dell.com/direct 
or give us a call for the ultimate gift to your 
eyeballs and eardrums. 


DELL DIMENSION XPS R400 
PENTIUM* II PROCESSOR AT 400MHz 


• 128MB 100MHz SDRAM 

• /V£W 12.9 GB Ultra ATA Hard Drive 

• 17" (16.0" viewable, ,26dp) Trinitron® 

1000HS Monitor 

• NEW 8MB STB nVidia 3D AGP Graphics Card 

• 4.8X DVD-ROM Drive and Decoder Card 

• Turtle Beach Montego A3D 64V Sound Card 

• harman/kardon HK-195 Speakers 

• NEW 3Com® USR V.90 11 PCI WinModem 

• 30-Day Trial Offer ConnectDirect” Internet 
Access 

• Iomega Zip 100MB Internal Drive 

• MS® Works Suite 99 with Money 99 Basic; 
McAfee VirusScan 

• MS Windows® 98/ IntelliMouse® 

• Dell Comfort Key Keyboard 

• 3-Year Limited Warranty! 

• 1-Year At-home a Service 

$2199 

Personal Lease”: $83/Mo., 36 Mos? 

Order Code #501210 


SERIOUS JINGLE BELLS 
AND WHISTLES UPGRADE 

+NEW19" (18.0" viewable, ,26dp) Trinitron 
P990 Monitor 

* NEW 16MB STB nVidia TNT30 AGP 
Graphics Card 

* NEW Turtle Beach Montego IIA3D 320V 
SoundCard 

* Altec Lansing ACS-495 Dolby Surround 
Sound Speakers with Subwoofer 

ADD *275 

Order Code #501215 


| Keycode #88529] 

800 - 247-2304 



pentium* [[ 


For faster service, please have your order code and keycode available 
when calling. 

“Personal leasing arranged by Dell Financial Services L.P., an independent entity, to 
qualified customers. Amount of monthly lease payments above based on 36-month 
lease. All above monthly lease payments exclude taxes which may vary (for example, 
Hartford City, IN sales tax e $4.14/month). Shipping cost due with first payment. No 
security deposit required; subject to credit approval and availability. Lease terms 
subject to change without notice. 


M-F 7a-11 p *Sa-Su 8a-8p CT 
In Canadafcall 800-839-0148 
In Mexicof call 001-800-210-7607 



www.del I.com/d i rect 















FamihPC DEPARTMENTS 




FAMILYPC ONLINE 


179 WEB SITINGS 


UPFRONT 

Ed Note 

Help! 

1 Q Double Click 

Making the Move to DVD 
Robin decides to deal with DVD. 

25 Hotline 

Reader Feedback 
Programming tools for kids; a call for 
preschool grants; online directions 
disputed. 


We declare Discovery Channel Online 
the first FamilyPC Site of the Month, and 
review homework help, mortgage/home 
loan, and DVD/video sites. Plus, our 
inaugural event guide (to Super Bowl 
XXXIII), 5-Minute Internet Activities, 
and the January Web Almanac. 


29 Keeping Pace 

Beat the Winter Blahs; Q&A with 
Holly Holmberg Brooks; new and 
improved software; Mickey mousepads; 
search for intelligent sites; more. 

• Creativity — Fantastic Fonts 

• Health — Home Ergonomics 101 

• Money — New Year’s Finance Tips 


42 Parental Guidance 

Learning to Share 
Who gets to use the PC when? 


47 Savvy Consumer 

Many Happy Returns ? 

Can you get your money back? 


153 HELP AND ADVICE 


Nonaudible audio CD fix; Utility Watch; 
Undo-it review; What’s That Do?: The 
Reset Button; Windows 95/98 tips. 


163 Hands On 

■ Make Personalized Sports Cards 
• Uninstall Software the Right Way 


SchoolPC 

A Guide to Computers in the 
Classroom 

PC training resources for teachers; new 
school software; Class Act: environmen¬ 
tal science specialist profile; Special 
Feature: the one-computer classroom; 
Try This!: computer claymation in the 
classroom. 


You can get to FamilyPC 's FamilyTested 
reviews, Hands On help, and more anytime 
by surfing to www.familypc.com, our home 
at ZDNet. if you’re shopping for products 
we’ve reviewed, we've got a convenient 
solution: Just click on Edutainment Catalog, 
Cyberian Outpost, or computershopper 
.com in our reviews to access searchable, 
secure online stores. And stay up-to-date 
with FamilyPC 's newletter: Send e-mail to 
familypc-on@zdnet.zdlists.com. 
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Microsoft 

Where do you want to go today?' 



We can help with the everyday, computer-type stuff, 
but certain things, we’ll leave up to you. 


With Microsoft® Works Suite 99, you get all the 
essential ingredients you need to get things done around the house. Manage your household 
finances, write letters, and create fancy cards and invitations. It can even help your kids research and write school 
reports. Do all these things and more for the price of a few new cookie sheets and some 
oven cleaner. So go ahead, start getting things done, but remember: while we can remind 
you what to get at the grocery store, it’s better that you handle the actual baking. 

With Works Suite 99 you get all six of these great Microsoft products for around $100: 

• Word 97 • Works 4.5 • Encarta Encyclopedia 99 • Money 99 Basic • Graphics Studio Greetings 99 • Expedia"Streets 98 

Learn more at www.microsoft.com/works 






FamihFC 




MARKETING 



Executive VP, Group Publisher Chris Dobbrow 

FamilyPC Founder Jake Winebaum 


m. FamilyPC 

cannot be held responsible for any unsolicited materials. 

55414, Boulder, CO 80322-5414; 303-665-8930 (U.S. only); 
303-604-7445 (outside the U.S.); www.zdnet.com/zdsubs 


FamilyPC. Please allow six to eight weeks for your first issue to 

help us. Back Issues (subject to availability): $8 per issue ($10 

Back Issues, Ziff-Davis Inc., P.O. Box 53131, Boulder, CO 
80322-3131. Copyright © 1998 ZD Inc. All rights reserved. 


Editor’s Note 


Help! 

I f this issue had a theme song, it would be “Help,” by the Beatles. Of course, when 
you’re looking for a helping hand with some system snafu or maintenance mishap, 
you hope someone or something shows up to dispense much stronger and more 
effective computing advice than the Fab Four ever could. So if you’re feeling not so self- 
assured about what to do when your system is acting up or your kids are acting up 
around it, check out our annual Computer Survival Guide. 

When I was younger (so much younger than today), we put out our first of what 
was to be an annual guide to glitches arid the maintenance and prevention routines you 
need to know to keep them to a minimum. Four years later, we’ve nailed down the most 
common “PC Perils” — crashes, viruses, conflicts, file glut, kids, and environmental fac¬ 
tors — and we offer suggestions on the utilities and practices that are sure to keep 
your system safe and running smoothly. 

Of course, even when your system is running like clockwork, there’s always the ques¬ 
tion of what to do with it. In “Honey, I Digitized the Kids,” we catalog one dad’s four- 
day effort to create a home, home on the Web 
for his family. The trials and tribulations of 
this cyber-age pioneer are sure to keep you 
enthralled (as will the FamilyTested reviews 
of Web page building software). 

In our final feature, we outline what the 
world of electronic entertainment and infor¬ 
mation will look like after PCs and TVs col¬ 
lide in your living room. The story — “We 
Interrupt This Program...” — is all about TV-PC convergence, from WebTV to TV tuner 
cards, from digital to high-definition TV. In short, we offer a glimpse of what actually 
happens when these two worlds merge and make an impact on your family’s enter¬ 
tainment time. 

Finally, be sure to read our new Keeping Pace pages on Money, Creativity, and Health. 
These new lifestyle pages recognize that the PC, CD-ROMs, and Web sites affect every 
aspect of our daily lives — how we communicate with family and friends, and how we 
manage our family finances, daily chores, health, work, and more. Unlike other maga¬ 
zines that discuss computing, we put the technologies in the context of your hectic, time- 
strapped family life. And to show that we do appreciate your being ’round to read all 
about it, we promise to bring you a different mix of lifestyle pages every month so you 
can better understand how your family PC can help. 



Editor 
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4 *Wle Of Two Jott\P s *aiy±. 



DRIVE TO COMPUTER WAREHOUSE STORE. 

WANDER AIMLESSLY THROUGH AISLES. 

ASK NERDY SALESPERSON FOR HELP. 

NOD AND PRETEND YOU UNDERSTAND. 

UNTANGLE ONE CHILD FROM $4,500 
NETWORKING EQUIPMENT. 



CONVINCE OTHER CHILD TO PUT DOWN 
HIGH-END LAPTOP. 

SEARCH THROUGH BINS OF SOFTWARE. 

KEEP SEARCHING. 

FINALLY UNEARTH JUMPSTART PROGRAM. 

WAIT IN LONG CHECK-OUT LINE. 

GET STUCK IN TRAFFIC ON THE WAY HOME. 

REALIZE YOU LEFT YOUR WALLET AT CHECK-OUT STAND. 
















MetaCreations; 


your computer can hip-hop. groove to 
a psychedelic sound, rave all night, 
boogie to the disco beat, bang heads- 

_ even two-step. Hit a key 

T. 1 and make 3D characters 


bust moves. Use your 
favorite CD or our own 


pre-loaded jams. You can 
even remix them using 



























Double Click 


BY ROBIN 


RASKIN 


Making the Move to 


DVD 


A fter more than two years of buzz about 
the coming of DVD, it has arrived. How do 
I know DVD — the much-touted replace¬ 
ment for CD-ROMs and possibly VHS tapes — 
is finally here? A recent trip to my local, not es¬ 
pecially progressive, Blockbuster Video store re¬ 
vealed that it now has an entire section for DVD 
movies. Though it was by far the least-trafficked 
corner of the store, I took it as a sign that I ought 
to get with the program. 

Of course, I could have gone out, as many 
sane people will, and bought a stand-alone DVD 
movie player that simply hooked up to my TV 
so I could view DVD movies (simply being the 
operative word here); companies like Philips are 



As the DVD 
revolution rolls 
into American 
living rooms, it 
brings together 
parents, kids, the 
PC, and the TV 


selling them for about $400. But for me, if it’s 
high-tech, it has to involve my PC. Plus, I want¬ 
ed to be able to watch DVD movies on my PC 
and play DVD games in full 3-D glory (which 
includes 3-D environmental sound). 

So my overly ambitious plan was to meld my 
PC with my TV into the ultimate DVD home 
entertainment system. To get started, I picked 
up the Creative Labs PC-DVD Encore Dxr2 up¬ 
grade kit ($229.99) to install in my PC, and the 
Cambridge SoundWorks PCWorks FourPoint 
Surround speaker set ($99.99), which consists of 
four 3-inch satellite speakers and a 5-inch sub¬ 
woofer. To add more realism to DVD games that 
we might play on our PC, I also decided to add 
3-D environmental sound by installing a Cre¬ 
ative Labs Sound Blaster Live card ($199). A full 
day later, I emerged, only slightly scathed, with 
a killer home theater system in a living room 
that had begun to look more like a window dis¬ 
play at Circuit City than a cozy refuge from the 
high-tech world. 

The Road to 
Spaghetti City 

Of course, the first step is to bring your PC into 
the same room as your TV, so you can output 
the DVD images from your PC to your TV mon¬ 
itor. While I’m no Martha Stewart, even I no¬ 
ticed what a home decor disaster it was to stand 
my beige Gateway near my jet-black TV and 
stereo components. (In fact, the only aesthetic 
improvement that came of the marriage was that 
it forced me to revisit the dustballs under our ex¬ 
isting home entertainment system.) 

With the PC in place, it was time to do the up¬ 
grade. The PC-DVD Encore has two parts — a 
decoder board that lets you play back the video, 
and a DVD drive that looks like a standard CD- 
ROM drive. I’d love to say installing it was a 
smooth operation, but I encountered all the 
usual problems you run into when you install 
boards and drives, plus a few I hadn’t expect¬ 
ed. I won’t bore you with the details — suffice it 
to say, both my living room (four speakers drag 
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Net Nanny® is the only software 
that offers you peace of mind and the option 
to monitor email, chat programs, personal 
messaging services, Web sites, News groups 
and offline applications. 

• Customize the content of our lists 

• Control any desktop or Internet application 

• Free list updates twice monthly 

Award-winning Net Nanny® Internet and PC 
filtering software, allows you to take the right 


Net 

nI 


Educating • Protecting • Empowering 

For the leader in PC filtering, 

Call 1-800-340-7177 

to order today! 

Or for more information 
visit us on the Web at 

http://www.netnanny.com 


Double Click 


with them a lot of wire) and the inside of 
my PC went from being merely cluttered 
to being Spaghetti City. There were com¬ 
puter and speaker cables and connectors 
everywhere. 

Naturally, when I final¬ 
ly got things installed and 
cabled properly, nothing 
worked. It turns out that 
I had interrupt conflicts 
— too many peripheral 
devices on one PC. So I 
disabled my PC’s modem. 

Frankly, were it not for my 
talented husband, who 
makes his living as a com¬ 
puter engineer, I probably 
would have stopped after 
looking at page 1 of the 
PC-DVD Encore’s man¬ 
ual — the page that lists all the wires and 
connectors. 

The moral of the story here is simple. If 
you want to experience DVD, don’t be as 
PC-centric and ambitious as I was. (Or 
make sure you marry or live near a com¬ 
puter engineer.) 

The Final Destination 

Once everything was working properly, my 
family could watch a DVD movie or play 
a DVD game on our PC or television 
screen. It was simple to see, hear, and ex¬ 
perience the difference DVD makes. What’s 
different about a DVD movie? Well, for one 
thing, the picture looks great. On your 
computer screen the picture is especially 
good, but DVD even makes the images on 
your low-resolution TV screen look better 
than normal. 

DVD movies don’t just look good; they 
also offer special features. Since a DVD 
disc holds up to 28 times the data of a sin¬ 
gle CD-ROM, it can store lots of informa¬ 


Where to Get DVDs 

You can shop at your local 
Blockbuster Video for DVD movies 
and games, or see our Web Sitings 
in this issue for reviews of online out¬ 
lets such as Reel.com, DVD Express, 
and NetFlix.com. 


tion. For example, we could run most of 
the DVD movies we rented in one of sev¬ 
eral foreign languages as well as in English, 
which made me really believe the kids 
might use these as a tool to 
garner a bit more foreign 
language fluency. The 
discs also included some 
outakes — the equivalent 
of digital liner notes. In 
addition, Creative Labs of¬ 
fers an on-screen “remote 
control” software interface 
that lets you freeze a frame 
without sacrificing any 
clarity, fast-forward to a 
scene, and put bookmarks 
in your favorite places. 

As for computer games, 
DVD offers a richness of 
play that CD-ROMs can’t, especially when 
you combine DVD with 3-D environmen¬ 
tal sound. We played Wings, a DVD game 
with a killer opening video sequence fol¬ 
lowed by game play that was more realis¬ 
tic than anything we’d seen before. The 
detailing, the effects (such as smoke), the 
3-D sound, all combined to make us feel 
totally immersed in the game. (On the 
downside, the environmental sound was 
so real that our normally calm dog went 
ballistic.) 

The kids? They agreed that they liked 
watching DVD movies on the TV screen, 
but they found watching a DVD movie on 
the PC “kind of lame.” They thought play¬ 
ing computer games on the TV screen was 
way cool, and said DVD games with envi¬ 
ronmental sound felt different. My hus¬ 
band (the audiophile) thought looking at 
DVD movies on our large-screen TV was 
great but the PC sound system was far in¬ 
ferior to his stereo system. Me, I just 
thought it was fun to bring the PC into the 
living room and build a home theater — 
something only the true enthusiast could 
understand. I also found that it has final¬ 
ly brought us all together — my husband, 
my kids, my TV, and my PC. 

Robin Raskin is editor in chief and pub¬ 
lisher o/FamilyPC. E-mail her at robin_ 
raskin@zd.com. 


DVD offers a 
richness that 
CD-ROMs can’t, 
especially when 
you combine 
DVD with 3-D 
environmental 
sound. 
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Welcome to 

All-ln-Wonder Land ALL-IN-WONDER PRO 



ATI ALL-IN-WONDER PRO 
The ultimate upgrade card for maximum family fun 


1 Just one card inserted in 
one slot does it all - 8MB 
of memory, incredible 3D 
action, “intelligent” TV on 
your PC, DVD video playback, 
still and motion video 
capture, TV-set display, 
rich and fast 2D graphics 
- and more 

1 Digital VCR with video 
compression that lets you 
save your favorite TV or 
video on your PC 

Enable Web TV for 
Windows 98 and experience 
interactive on-line TV on 
your PC 

The only all-in-one, complete 
PC upgrade solution is ATI 
All -1 N-WONDER PRO 

Check out our site at 
www.atitech.com/ad/wonder 
to see cool ways to use 
your All-IN-WONDER PRO 

Includes a valuable software 
bundle featuring MGI 
VideoWave video editing 
software and cool 3D games 









Reader Hotline 

Readers respond: Programming for kids, preschool grants, too many CDs, lost online 


Get with the Program 

I am looking for a software . 

program for my children that would 
teach the basics of computer programming. I am 
less concerned with the particular language that 
is taught, but I would like my children 
to understand basic logic ,;jj f v 
and programming concepts. \ Ql 
Also, I would like to find a 
program that allows children to 
program their own computer games. 

Jerry L. Echternacht 
West Chester, Ohio 

FamilyPC editors respond: Lego Mindstorm’s Lego Robotics lets 
you write programs to control real-world robots that you build from 
Legos. Also, check this month’s Software Reviews for a look at In¬ 
terplay’s Learn to Program BASIC. 



XXX Marks the Spot 

A huge round of applause to Robin Raskin 
for her suggestion to create an .XXX do¬ 
main for adult-oriented content (Inter¬ 
net Mom, February 1998, www.familypc 
.com). I’ve been cruising the Internet since 
the early 1980s, and this is the best idea I’ve 
heard in a long time. We 
should start at the top to pro¬ 
mote the idea, at the White 
House and Congress, and 
work down. 

Juan Jimenez 

San Juan, Puerto Rico 

FamilyPC editors respond: Check 
out our Web site (wwxv.familypi 


.com) and join in on the discussion about 
our Parent’s Bill of Rights. 

Grant Preschool Grants 

Our district’s technology coordinator re¬ 
cently gave me information regarding the 
FamilyPC/ SchoolPC Teachers’ Technology 
^ grants available to K-12 
■ institutions. On behalf of 
the Early Learning Cen¬ 
ter of the Sheboygan 
Area School District in 
Wisconsin, I would like 
to request that, in the 
future, you include 
early childhood pro¬ 
grams in this type of 



grant application process. 

The nearly 575 children we work with 
at our school would greatly benefit from 
new technology that could be acquired 
through this type of grant. Are you aware 
of any such grants that are appropriate for 
the early childhood level (three- to five- 
year-old children)? 

Theresa Mueller 

Sheboygan, Wisconsin 

FamilyPC editors reply: 
While we certainly 
agree that preschool can 
be an ideal place to use 
technology to reinforce skills, 
we felt that to be most effective, we had to 
narrow the focus of our grant-giving. One 
place to check for early learning grants is 
www. teachers, net. 

Agree About CDs 

“Educational CD-ocrity” by Robin Raskin 
(November 1998 Double Click) hit the nail 
on the head. I would like to see fewer but 
better educational software titles. 

There is no need to put out new titles 
every few months. I buy about one or two 
titles per year, so I look for the best. Your 
magazine helps me find the best. 

Rod Kuhl 

Rumford, Maine 

Discerning Reader 

I believe FamilyPC is a necessity for any 
K-8 educator or family with a computer. I 
find it by far the most consistently enjoy¬ 
able, practical, and readable technology 
magazine on the market. Our schools and 
families need and deserve the level of ex¬ 
cellence you provide. 

James Nichols 

Montvale, New Jersey 

Hacker Attacker 

In response to the Parental Guidance col¬ 
umn, “Is Your Kid a Hacker?” (November 
1998): The writer, Kevin Poulsen, doesn’t 
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ZD Publishing 
ZD Market Intelligence 
ZD Comdex and Forums 
ZD Brand and Market Services 




William Rosenthal 
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Vice President, ZD Brand Marketing Brooke Correll 

Vice President, Client Marketing Michael Perkowski 
Vice President, Corporate Research Elda Vale 

Director, Corporate Relations Gregory Jarboe 


Jack Dolce 
A1 DiGuido 
Thomas McGrade 
Michael J. Miller 

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 


VICE PRESIDENTS 


Roger Herrmann 
Jonathan Lane 


Executive Director, Licensing 
Director, ZD Labs 


Gertrud Borchardt 
Bill Catchings 
Lauren Black 


get it. You don’t teach kids that hacking 
computers is wrong because they might 
get caught. You teach them that hacking is 
wrong because it violates the right to prop¬ 
erty and privacy. 

Tim McClure 

Lisbon Falls, Maine 

What’s New? 

Dan Muse’s review of notebooks 
(“Take It with You,” September 1998) 
was well done and interesting. How¬ 
ever, I have a complaint. 

Based on Dan’s high praise, I tried to find 
the Toshiba 2505 CDS. Toshiba says the 
model is being phased out. I realize com¬ 
puters have short sales cycles. However, I 
suggest you warn readers about a prod¬ 
uct’s distribution status, especially when 
the products are great values. 

Howard Kuiper 

Milford, Connecticut 


FamilyPC editors respond: On occasion, the 
rapid changes in the computer industry out¬ 
pace a monthly magazine. Although Toshi¬ 
ba discontinued the 2505 CDS, it replaced 
that model with the Satellite 2515 CDS, 
which has a sleeker design, a 266-MHz 
MMX processor, and the same low ($1399) 
price tag. 

Direction Approach 

As an administrative assistant who 
plans trips for a number of 
people, I use 
several online / 

mapping sites. 

One piece of j 
advice you neglected I 
to give (“Get Driving 
Directions Online,” 

October 1998 Hands 
On) is to double-check all 
the directions. 

Comparing directions 
that three or four sites give me, I some¬ 
times find that directions will come back 
saying to turn onto “unnamed road” or 
will fist a road that doesn’t exist. The map¬ 
ping sites seem to be the most helpful if 
you already know the area that you are 
traveling in. 



Mystery Rebus 
Winner Revealed 

Chelsea Johnson, 
age 6, of Massachu¬ 
setts, is the grand- 
prize winner of the 
rebus contest held 
by Edmark in honor 
of Sky Island Myster¬ 
ies, the newest title in the award¬ 
winning Thinkin' Things series. By 
solving the riddle, Chelsea won 
the entire Thinkin' Things series of 
software. Kids ages four to 12 
were asked to figure out the 
rebus, which posed the question: 

In Sky Island Mysteries, what do 
you call one of the “creatures in 
the bleachers"? The answer, of 
course, is a fripple, one of the cute 
characters in the program, which 
features 14 mysteries and hun¬ 
dreds of problem-solving 
challenges for kids. 



I agree that these sites are consider¬ 
ably easier than using a map and 
plotting a course yourself, and 
they’re less expensive than 
spending the money to buy 
a program, but I do think 
they have a long way to go 
[ before they are more 

Lf'j reliable than a Rand 

McNally paper map. 

Kristen Weis 

Seattle, Washington 


Be a Part of FamilyPC 

One thing that makes FamilyPC special is our FamilyTested 
software program — real programs tested by real fami¬ 
lies in their own homes with their own equipment. If you 
want to be a part of our family-testing network and help 
us review software or Web sites, sign up on the Web at 
Digital Research Inc.'s Web site (www.digitalresearch.com) 
or at FamilyPC on the Web (www.familypc.com). 
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Whether it’s reality or simply your version of it, you’ll have a ball sharing your photos with new Adobe® PhotoDeluxe® Home Edition 3.0 software. It’s the 
fun and easy way to enhance, edit and share your photos-in just about every way imaginable. Step-by-step guidance lets you put your fondest memories 
into everything from cards and calendars to electronic files for e-mail or Web pages. And new projects and ideas are available year-round over the 
World Wide Web. So let the fun begin. Call Adobe today at 1-800-888-6293 and mention offer 49401. Or visit www.adobe.com/photodeluxe98/ 

New Adobe PhotoDeluxe Home Edition 3.0 Suddenly, you're unforgettable. 





TlteyYe 

£vtck.. 


Smarter Noms make the interactions 
between Creature and user more fun. 


Have fun at the Norn Tree House. 


Ar?d flleyVe 

Xorne fhendll 


RAY in an all new 16-bit color world that’s doubled in size. 

EXPERK1CE a whole new ecosystem that develops on your screen, i 
BREED your favorites and experiment with the Genetic Splicer 
TEACH your Creatures - their improved brain function allows them to learn faster 
DISCOVER the many new inhabitants of Albia such as plants, insects and fish. 


Escape danger through 
connecting tubes and Into 
hideaway caves. 









I t's snowing in the east, raining down 
south, and cloudy out west. Problem is, it's 
been this way for two months, and you 
and the kids are climbing the walls. We can’t 
control the weather, but we can offer a cure 
for the common cold of winter with these 
sanity-saving PC and online projects. 

For the Family 

Plan a Historic Trip 

The History Channel Traveler (historytravel 
.com) is perfect for planning a day trip or 
weekend getaway filled with interesting his¬ 
toric locations and lore. Type in a locale to 
get tons of information about historic build¬ 
ings and sites to visit, or read suggestions for 
places and things to see that pertain to 
everything from the War of 181 2 to Christ¬ 
mas and New Year's. 

For Kids 

Picture-Perfect Friendship 
Bracelet in 5 Minutes 

If the kiddies are going (or driving you) crazy, 
tap into your collection of digital images for 
a quick creative project you can do together. 


Find a group photo of your child’s friends, 
size it to 4 by 6 inches, and print it out on 
your color ink-jet printer. Trim it into a hori¬ 
zontal band that features everyone’s smiling 
faces. Cover the band with clear Con-Tact 
paper and attach Velcro self-adhesive fas¬ 
teners to each end to form a snazzy cus¬ 
tomized wristband. For more creative craft 
ideas, visit Family.com's activities pages. 

For Teens 

Start a Project, Win a 
Scholarship 

If you have creative kids between the ages of 
12 and 19, encourage them to enlist a team 
of buddies to enter the ThinkQuest contest 
(www.advanced.org/ThinkQuest/index.shtml) 
created by Advanced Network & Services. 
The purpose of the competition is to produce 
sets of Web pages as teaching and learning 
tools for teachers and students around the 
world. Awards totaling over $1 million in¬ 
clude college scholarships of up to $25,000 
for each member of a winning team. But 
you'd better hurry - deadline for entries is 
February 28, 1999. 


For Fun 

Games, Games, Games 

At www.funster.com, there are no plug-ins 
and downloads - just multiplayer, fast-paced 
word play for all ages and skill levels. You 
have up to 3 minutes to create as many 
words as you can out of a word or phrase. 

If you want a little more action, it's a great 
time of year to find game bundles at attrac¬ 
tive prices. Look for Sierra’s (800-757-7707) 

Are the Winter Blues Making You S.A.D.? 

It’s no secret that folks generally feel a bit more lethar¬ 
gic in the dark days of winter. It's called Seasonal Af¬ 
fective Disorder (S.A.D.) and is often treated by 
employing devices that mimic natural sunlight during 
morning and evening hours. 

King’s Quest Series: Volume 1 (four adven¬ 
ture games for $39.95); Mac Entertainment 
Pack (seven classics such as card, racing, 
and pinball games for $49.95); Game Pak 
for Windows 98 (golf, You Don't Know Jack 
Volume 2, pinball, and cards for $19.95); 
and the 486 Game Pack for Windows (pin¬ 
ball, cards, fishing, and You Don’t Know Jack 
for $19.95). -Michelle Megna 
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New and Improved Software 

• Hanes T-ShirtMaker Deluxe 

With this fun software-and-supplies 
package, you get 1900 designs and 5000 
professionally created art images, five 
sheets of transfer paper, a new photo¬ 
editing tool, and a Hanes T-shirt. You 
can also import your images to make 
tote bags, mousepads, and more. The 
software now includes a “made-to- 
order” capability that lets you order 
quantities of your design via the Internet. 
Austin James, 800-426-3728, www 
.hanes2u.com; Windows CD, $49.95. 



printable activities as well as a personal¬ 
ized learning technology that assesses a, 
child’s progress and adjusts to the appro¬ 
priate learning level. The program also 
has letter, number, shape, and color ac¬ 
tivities, along with lessons in sharing and 
cooperation. 

Creative Wonders, 800-622-3390, www 
.creativewonders.com; Mac and Windows 
CD, $49.95; ages 3 to 5. 


• Pinball Science 

David Macaulay, author of The Way 
Things Work, helps kids build their own 
wacky pinball games using faucets, hot air 
balloons, gears, and more as the compo¬ 
nents. While creating their masterpiece, 
kids learn about energy, friction, gravity, 
magnetic force, and 


Iffijn DAVID MACAULAY] 
TSyThe Way Things Work 




tare lunlqming ill i 


other scientific con¬ 
cepts; then they get 
to play their own 
pinball game. 

DK Multimedia, 
888-342-5357, 
www.dkonline.com; 
Windows CD, 
$29.95; ages 9 to 12. 


FatnilyPC Interview 

A World Wide Wonderland 

W hat do we know about the effects of emerging media on children? How can 
businesses, educators, parents, and community groups encourage the pro¬ 
duction of quality Web sites for kids? Holly Holmberg Brooks, executive director 
of the nonprofit girls’ community site girlsite.org, recently addressed a confer¬ 
ence in Washington, D.C., sponsored by the Center for Media Education (CME) 
and the University of Texas-Austin’s College of Communications. We caught up 
with her and asked her a few questions about kids and computers. 



I feel we all deserve a community 
on the Web that can be its own 
“clean stream,” like public television. 


FPC: At the conference, you 
called for the creation of a kind 
of “national park online" where 
nonprofit organizations could 
make high-quality, commercial- 
free, fun places for kids on the 
Internet. How do we make this 
a reality? 

Brooks: I feel we all deserve a 
community on the Web that 
can be its own “clean stream," 
like public television. I think we 
should create some nonprofit 
portals that have after-school 
content, the “dot orgs" and “dot 
govs,” and creative exploration. 

We just don't realize that the 
window of opportunity we face to shape 
this exploding medium could close soon. 
There is an unlimited world of wonderful 
Web content. The vastness needs to be 
properly directed. We need a council in 
place to care for this parkland. Govern¬ 
ment and policy makers can help by 
directing nonprofits to collaborate in a 
common portal, like what we have started 
through our first site, girlsite.org, and now 
oursite.org. 

FPC: Did you unearth any ideas on how 
such a concept would be funded? 

Brooks: It’s a challenge. At the Women In 
Technology International conference last 
fall, we saw a number of high-tech compa¬ 
nies getting ready to partner with nonprof¬ 
its or start foundations. At CME, I had 
several interesting conversations with peo¬ 
ple from the Carnegie Foundation, the Na¬ 


tional Science Foundation, and others who 
understand the whole nonprofit portal con¬ 
cept. Perhaps a consortium would work. 

Or we could follow the new nonprofit 
model, which encourages sites to raise 
their own funds through cause-related 
marketing. We (girlsite.org) have a number 
of profit-generating projects that will help 
us raise funds as we offer others the 
chance to participate in our programs. 

FPC: But not all commercial sites are bad, 
so are you saying that it's just the sheer 
number of them that will marginalize the 
quality of kids' Internet sites overall? 
Brooks: No. What I see happening is a real 
need for nonprofits and noncommercial 
sites to gather and deliver the goods, and 
do it as well and with as much excitement 
as the commercial sites. 
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* New and refurbished 
HP products 

* Select supplies for 
your printer quickly 
and easily 

* Simple-to-use model 
comparison charts 

* Next morning and 
Saturday FedEx® 
delivery options 
available 

* Online order tracking 

- Order online or call 
1-888-774-6847 


Whpl HEWLETT 
mL'ftm PACKARD 

[ Expanding Possibilities | 


Quality HP products For the 
home, direct to your home! 


Find what you're looking For at the 
HP Shopping Village: 

Printers, Scanners & All-in-Ones 

Printers, scanners, and All-in-One 
products for completing the 
perfect home office. 

Computers 

PCs, monitors. Palmtop PCs, calculators 
and computer accessories to meet 
your every need. 

Printing Supplies 

All the ink and paper supplies for your 
printer - as welt as Printable Expressions® 
greeting cards. 

PC Photography 

Everything you need to create your 
own home digital photo lab. 


HP Shopping Village 

www.shopping.hp.com/go/familypc 













The reviews are in—and 
new Microsoft® Money 99 
Financial Suite is a winner! 

“We’re so impressed that, for the 
first time ever, we’re placing Money 
on our WinList, bumping our long-time 
favorite, Intuit’s Quicken." 

□iNUST Windows Magazine, 10/98 


“It’s clean, easy to use, draws on Web 
resources... and provides very good 
tools for daily financial management 
and lifetime financial planning.” 

H PC Magazine, 8/17/98 


PC Computing, 10/1/98 

“I switched from Quicken because 
Money 99 gives me a more 
comprehensive view of my finances. 
I can see my whole financial picture 
without spending hours at the PC.” 
Dr. William Fenn, professor, Ml 


Try 

Money 99 
Financial 
Suite 
FREE* for 
90 days! 



Call 1-800-866-2806 

for a FREE CD or visit 

www.microsoft.com/money/familypc3 

for a FREE* download. 

Microsoft 


© 1998 MIc 
Microsoft is 



Web Control Made Easy 



As Internet use soars, peripheral 
panies have hurried to add one- 
button scrolling functions to mice 
and trackballs to make scrolling 
Web pages easier. Kensington 
does them one better with its 
WebRacer ($59.99; 800-280- 
8318, www.kensington.com), 
a sleek input device with 13 
Internet-specific buttons and a 
touchpad. Sure it scrolls, but it 
also has six preset buttons that 
work similarly to the preset but¬ 
tons on your car radio: Surf to a 
site you like; then press the button 
and hold it until the site gets regis¬ 
tered. Once you’ve programmed a 
button, you just press it and your Web 


browser automatically launches and 
goes directly to the stored site (this could 
be paticularly useful if you have very 
young kids using the Internet). 

WebRacer has six more keys that 
perform common Web functions: 
back, forward, reload, stop, and 
nt. It also has an e-mail key 
that allows you to go di¬ 
rectly into your e-mail 
program. A menu but¬ 
ton provides access to 
your bookmarks. And 
a “soft keyboard” 
function allows you to 
r enter search terms with¬ 
out using the keyboard. 

—Michelle Megna 


. 


Family Flicks 

KidFlix.com is a new video 
guide and retail site that's 
more welcome to families 
than a matinee with no line 
at the concession stand. 


KidFlix offers movies for 
sale at prices that are 20 
percent below manufac¬ 
turers’ suggested retail 
price. The site features 
ParentsPad, which has 


guest interviews, message 
boards, and family-focused 
articles on entertainment; 
For the Babysitter, which 
suggests titles that both 


columns by authors of kids' 
entertainment and video 
guide books; and Soapbox, 
which allows kids to post 
their own movie reviews. 


There are keyword and 
themed search functions. 
Pass the popcorn. 

Family Favorites 

The top-selling family videos 
at KidFlix at press time: 

• Lady anil the Tramp 

• Casper Meets Wendy 

• Scooby-Ooo on Zombie Island 

• Dance with the Teletubbies 

• TheBlackCaoldron 
•/InAmerican Tail 

• The Batman/Superman Movie 

-Michelle Megna 


kids and sitters will enjoy; 


Bargain Bytes 

Val-Pak (www.valpak.com). 
Web-coupon site from the snail-mail 
coupon giant, is going to save the 83 per¬ 
cent of adults in the U.S. who collect 
coupons a lot of clipping. The site claims 
to offer 30,000 coupons for localities all 
around the U.S. Just type in your ZIP code, 


select your city, and 
choose a category, and Val- 
Pak shows you the cou¬ 
pons. You pick the ones you 
want to include in your virtual Val-Pak 
Envelope, and print them. We found 
coupons mostly for national chains like 
Domino’s and Subway, but the site prom¬ 
ises more to come. —Michelle Megna 



charges may apply. t$7.95 per unit shipping/handling 
and applicable sales tax apply. Valid in the 50 states and 

DC only. Offer expires January 14, 1999. www.familypc.com . F A M I L Y P C JANUARY 1999 









Yamaha Speakers 
Sound Better, Even On Paper. 



Hug With exclusive Yamaha Active Servo Technology 
(YST) and spruce cone architecture, the Yamaha 
*“ YST-MS28 Speaker System floods your senses 

with vivid, spectacular sound that invigorates games and 
The subwoofer and satellite speakers use superior 
Yamaha YST technology to produce deep, rumbling 
bass that no other speakers can match. It brings 
the menacing approach of a T-Rex to life with 
frightening conviction. 

At the heart of the compact, adjustable satellite 
speakers, spruce cones deliver brilliant highs 
capable of belting out screaming guitar solos. 



In fact, Yamaha speakers are the music industry reference stan¬ 
dard; they’re used in nearly every recording studio in the world. 
In addition to the excellent sound, the YST-MS28 gives you 
inputs, a headphone output jack, magnetic shielding, 
convenient controls and total compatibility with all 
computers and game systems. 

Your ultimate computer system is incomplete 
without Yamaha speakers. And you can own the 
YST-MS28 for under $80, or choose any of 
Yamaha’s other award-winning speakers and sub¬ 
woofers. Because as good as they sound on 
paper, hearing them is an absolute blast! 


The WffYouR Computer Shouijd Sound. 
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keeping pace 



If you want to keep Mickey and Minnie close at hand, Disney Interac¬ 
tive’s lineup now appears as mice and mousepads (www.coolmouse 
.com). Other stars making the scene include characters from The 


Lion King, The Little Mermaid, Toy Story, A Bug's Life, and 101 Dal¬ 
matians. Items will be sold separately and also as bundled kits with 
software; prices range from $9.99 to $59.99. 


Artificial Turf 

Ban that blah rubber mousepad and get snug as a 
mouse in a rug: The Lextra MouseRug is a custom 
pad created by scanning beautiful handwoven, 
museum-quality carpets, digitizing the image, and 
reproducing them in a rug-type material that still 
allows for easy gliding. These cool carpets are 
available only at museum stores and via the Web 


(www.mouserug.com; $19.95), but they come with 
a money-back guarantee. 



MouseRug 

Patented Worldwide 
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upgraae to wwinoows w 
without losing 
Windows 95 or 3.11 


Installing Windows® 98 will replace your current Windows 95 or 3.1, 
making it nearly impossible to return to your reliable Windows. 

Are you and your PC ready for that?Will you be able to get to your data and documents when 
you need to? Would you have the time to stop everything if necessary to work out the kinks 
of your new Windows so you can use your software, printer, fax and e-mail? 


GET YOUR WORK DONE, NO MATTER WHAT. By protecting your Windows 95 or 3.1, System Commander" 98 (SC98) lets you 
have both Windows 98 arid your familiar Windows 95 or 3.1 on your PC! You can keep on working when you want to, because your original 
Windows, data and applications have been safely preserved exactly how they were before you installed Windows 98. 

AS EASY TO USE AS IT IS TO INSTALL. The SC98 installation is totally safe and automatic. Everything is in plain English... no 
confusing "computer-ese." Once installed, to access Windows 98, simply select it from the SC98 menu. To switch to your original Windows, 
just reboot and select it from the menu. That's it! SC98 allows you to safely configure Windows 98 and work out the kinks at your own pace. 

• Safeguard your ability to get your work done while you transition risk-free to Windows 98! • 


T V Communications, Inc. 


CALL NOW AND SAVE! $ g5 

Get this special edition of System Commander for only 1 9 *! 

800 . 648.8266 


GUARANTEE 


MC-10FPC01 













Search for Intelligent Sites 

Alexander Palace Time Machine 

www.alexanderpalace.org/palace/mainpage.html 
Take an impressive tour of the palace that 
was home to Russia's last tsar, Nicholas II. 



This site offers layers of cultural and archi¬ 
tectural history, with views of the palace 
interiors, biographies, a Romanov family 
photo album, and other artifacts. The 
Tsar's Table gives a history of court dining, 
complete with actual menus from special 
occasions. 

First Lines: A Sort of Literary Test 

pc159.lns.cornell.edu/firsts/index.html 
To those who say “I saw the movie," this 
site responds, “Yeah, but did you read the 
book?” First Lines is good fun for the well- 
read who appreciate literary trivia. The 
challenge is simple: The site presents you 
with a first line of a famous work, and you 
I name the correct title. Categories include 
children's stories, Nobel Prize winners, 
and English literature. 

Tufts University Nutrition 
Navigator 

navigator.tufts.edu/about.html 
This site attempts to solve the two prob¬ 
lems that arise when you use the Web to 
find nutrition information: how to find the 




specific information you need and how to 
figure out if the information is medically 
sound. The Tufts nutritionists review and 
rate health sites on the Internet and report 
their findings on accuracy, depth of infor¬ 
mation, and usability. -Julia Lynch 


More than 1,000 educationally sound products, 
expert-reviewed and now easy to find by subject, 
grade and learning style. Everything designed 
with one child in mind - yours. 

How does your child learn? Try 
our^ree 20 question quiz at 

mmmmmMMnimmr 




















keeping 


Fantastic Fonts 

I 


f you love desktop publish¬ 
ing but your invitations 
come out looking like ran¬ 
som notes, never fear. There are , 
some general rules you can fol¬ 
low to keep your documents 
looking sharp. Graphic designer 
Vincent A. De Mare, president of 
New York City-based De Mare & 
Partners, makes a living hon¬ 
ing such rules every day, 
he offers these five tips: 


TIP 1: Remember 
the Reader 

Just as you wouldn’t 
wear a pink sequin miniskirt 
to a funeral, you need to recog¬ 
nize that some fonts are inappro¬ 
priate for some projects. So 
the font that’s perfect for a 
CD label — a comic book 
font, say — may be the ruin 
of your newsletter. 

“Picture your face on the 
page talking. Are you playing? Are you 
informing? Are you screaming? Are you 
being coy? Reflect the mood in the fonts, 
De Mare said. 




TIP 2 : Keep It Simple 

Don’t mix too many types of fonts on a 
page. For newsletters and reports, one 
serif font (the kind with short lines on 
the ends of the letters, like what you’re 
reading now) and one sans serif font 
(like the font in the headline of this 
piece) make a balanced mix. Use the 
sans serif for headlines and the serif 
for body text, and vary the sizes 
(don’t go smaller than 9 point or 
larger than 12 point for body text). 
For a list of common fonts, see “Put 
Your Best Face Forward” below. 
“Readability is the whole point,” De 
Mare said. “Just because fonts like Times 
are common doesn’t mean that you 
shouldn’t use them. They work because 
people can read a lot of text in these 
typefaces without working too hard.” 

TIP 3: Steal, Tinker, and Test 

Look at pleasing layouts in magazines, 
posters, and books to see what types of 
combinations work, and use them as in¬ 
spiration. According to De Mare, most 
artists are thieves who take the best 
pieces and ideas from many other works, 
personalize them, and call the final prod¬ 
uct their own. 


Put Your 
Face Forward 

Fonts, like people, come in all shapes, sizes, 
and personalities. Here are 10 common 
fonts, included with most word processors, 
that you can always turn to for help. 

• Times Roman expresses authority. 

• Chicago has a digital edge. 

• Courier makes it official. 

• Frutiger is for the bold stuff. 

• Geneva is as plain as day. 

• Goudy Text looks very old. 

• Lucida is in a league of its own. 

•Monaco enjoys its space. 

• Rockwell is as classic as they come. 


TIP 4: Do Not Distort 

Don’t edit fonts. “Any widening or nar¬ 
rowing distorts fonts, making them hard 
to read,” De Mare said. 

TIP 5: Beware Bold, and Put a 
Cap on All Caps 

Lots of people think putting the most 
important part of their document in 
bold or ALL CAPITAL LETTERS will 
emphasize the text. Keep the text in nor¬ 
mal style and use boxes, illustration, col¬ 
ors, or position to draw attention. Bold, 
italics, and uppercase are more difficult 
to read when they are overdone. Use 
indents and bullets to highlight impor¬ 
tant points. —Michelle Megna 


Cmulhdfy 


Kemosabe’s Font 
Source 

Font fanatics (i.e., Letter Heads) 
could easily edge out Trekkies as 
having the most rabid online dis¬ 
cussion forums, groups, and fan 
clubs. If you want a comprehensive 
site that mixes practical information 
with lots of free downloads, links, 
and news, let the wise Kemosabe 
lead the way (www.magnagraphics 
.com/fonts/). 


Adobe at Home 

If you're looking for a software 
package to help you turn your digi¬ 
tal photos into cards, calendars, 
T-shirts, creative newsletters, and 
more, check out Adobe Photo- 
Deluxe Home Edition 3.0 (Mac and 
Windows CD, $49; Adobe, 800- 
888-6293, www.adobe.com), 
which comes with templates for 
hundreds of projects. 





Manage Your 
Font Collection 

Fonts getting unruly and you don't 
know what to do? Download 
FontLib 98 (ITB Solutions, free to 
try, $19.95 if you decide to buy) 
from the ZD Net Software Library 
(www.zdnet.com/swlib/graphics 
/fontjools.html). This utility lets 
you organize, install, delete, view, 
and print samples of your fonts. 
One hot feature is the ability to 
group fonts in preconfigured sets, 
such as novelty, picture, favorites, 
and sans serif, so you can keep 
track of what's where. 
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An Investor’s Dream. 
A Broker’s Nightmare. 

Introducing the new E*TRADE. The Web’s one-stop financial center. With lOx more research * More tools. More power. 



All You Need to Invest 

You can invest in stocks, options, 
and over 4,000 mutual funds. 
You also get cash management 
features like free checking, direct 
deposit, and competitive interest 
on uninvested funds. 


Free Real-Time Quotes 

Because old information is bad 
information. Also get breaking 
news. Charts. Analysis from 
leading sources. Morningstar 
research. Upgrades. Downgrades. 
All for free. 


$1 $14.95 a Trade' 

E*TRADE not only gives you 
free tools to track and manage 
your money, but you can place 
orders around the clock- 
online or by phone—and trade 
stocks for as low as $14.95. 


1-800-ETRADE-l 
www. etrade. com 

aol keyword: etrade 



E*TRADE 



































Health 



Home Ergonomics 101 


I s your PC a pain in the neck? Consid¬ 
ering that lots of people — from the 
smallest to the tallest — share a typical 
family PC, chances are good that some¬ 
one at home is feeling the strain. Alan 
Hedge, a professor in the department of 
design and environmental analysis at 
Cornell University (in other words, an 
expert), suggests the following: 

O Get adjustable equipment. It’s a 
lot easier to adjust your chair than to find 
an adjustable desk. When it comes to 
furniture, Hedge said, “Chairs should 
adjust up and down and front to back. 
You should be able to adjust the 
keyboard’s position so it’s as low as pos¬ 
sible and preferably tilted away from 
your body.” 

O Take a test run. Caveat emptor — 
let the buyer beware. Just because the 
manufacturer says a product is ergonom¬ 
ic doesn’t mean it’s right for you. “The 
word ergonomic is overused,” said Hedge. 
“Apply common sense — make sure you 
can all sit comfortably and reach the key¬ 
board and mouse without overreaching.” 



That means try before you buy: Check 
out products in a try-it-before-you-buy- 
it furniture store (even if you plan to buy 
mail order). 

O Keep your hands straight 
and level. Repetitive stress injuries such 
as carpal tunnel syndrome cost compa¬ 
nies over $20 billion a year. Hedge says 
proper hand position — wrists straight, 
with no weight on them — helps avoid 
trouble with the tendons. 

O Position the monitor. A monitor 
that tilts helps accommodate everyone in 
the family, no matter how tall. Your 
monitor should be at least an arm’s 
length away from you and at eye level 
or lower (but not so low that your chin’s 
on your chest). 

O Keep moving. Sitting in a static po¬ 
sition is tough on your body; a static 
posture gets fatiguing very quickly. Active 
sitting promotes dynamic muscle activity 
and increases blood flow to your muscles 
(see the PostureBall, below). Be sure to 
get up and stretch every 15 minutes. 

When you’re investing in a chair or a 
computer table or cart, Hedge recom¬ 
mends that you bring along the tallest 
and shortest members of your family. “If 
they’re both comfortable with the 
setup,” he said, “it should be fine for 
everyone else in the family.” 

Check out these Web sites for 
more information on active 
sitting and other ergonomic 
options: www.ergoweb 
.com/Pub/ewhome.html 
and www.ur-net.com/of- 
fice-ergo/conventi.htm. 

—Lauren Simonds 


Have a Ball Makers of 
the Posture Ball (www 
.postureball.com) claim 
that sitting on it instead of a 
chair promotes better circula¬ 
tion and posture, leading to 
less back and leg strain. (Plus, 
it’s a lot of fun). 




Now Hear This 

Billing itself as the world's first 
online hearing test, the Handtron- 
ix Web site uses Shockwave 
technology to let you listen to 
sound pitches in the 1000- to 
4000-Hz range. Listen in at 
www.handtronix.com/HTX 
/HearTest.html. 

This is the Hearing Test 

P=~l 


[ 
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Med Reminder 

In a hectic life of errands, work, 
and afternoon carpools, it's hard to 
remember the important stuff, like 
annual checkups and flu shots. 

Lean HealthTracker, a specialized 
database for Windows, helps you 
keep tabs on your family’s medical 
appointments, test results, medical 
expenses, and upcoming appoint¬ 
ments. Download a free trial copy 
. from www.zdnet.com. If you like it, 
it'll set you back $19.95. 


Healthy 

Alternatives 

Curious about 

natural herbs -jStt 

they 

can do for you? 

Check out Natur- 


Base from 3dtx to learn about 

314 herbs. You’ll find information 
on preparation, dosages, side 
effects, indications, contraindica¬ 
tions, warnings, and supplements. 

The program is easy to search 
by common name, genus, species, 
synonyms, product, component, or 
herb. To try this $39.95 Windows 
shareware application, type Natur- 
Base in the search box in the soft¬ 
ware library at www.zdnet.com. 

1 
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“We led the league in home runs, stolen bases and R.B.I.s. 
But it was our UMAX scanner that made us famous.” 



Little-league baseball cards, Personal Web sites. Emails with photos. Just afew of the things you can do with a UMAX scanner. 

ASTRA 1220 SERIES P r0Cess * s s ‘ m P* e; scan y our photo with a UMAX Astra 1220 scanner, add your favorite M*g|tti/ • ‘ 

Make it into the bin lean amw5t * c » anc ^ P nnc - Suddenly, the scouts are calling. And you've never looked better. That's A, 

for under $200 l>ecause Astra 1220 scanners boast true 600 x 1200 dpi optical resolution and 36-bit color > 

quality. Which means you'll see things other scanners can't show. Like the exquisite shades of " 

pine tar on your bat. Every colorful stitch on your team jersey Heck, you'll even see the hotdog guy in the background. And 
since Astra 1220 scanners cost under $200, they win MVP. honors for quality and value. Our scanner line-up supports both UMAX ASTRA 1220 
PC and Mac platforms, and with Parallel SCSI, or USB interfaces, there's a model that's 
compatible with your computer. They also come with easy to use imaging software, including 
Adobe PhotoDeluxe!" So, if you're ready to be famous, pick up an Astra 1220 scanner at your 
nearest computer retail store. Or for more information, check out www.umax.com/team or call 
1.800.278.UMAX. After all, your career may depend on it. 


COMPARISON 

Astra 1220 

HP 6200C 

Optical Resolution 
Color Quality 

600x1200 dpi 
36-bit 

ts 

Price 

$129-5179 

$399 


, tOC and PCDflta, 1998. @19381 

JMAX Technologies, Inc. 


UMAX. Number one in U.S. scanner sales* 


UMAX 













New Year’s Tips on 
Family Finances 


solve is to enlist some help (in this case, 
from your family PC). With the right 
software and our lessons on stick-to-it- 
iveness, you’ll not only stay on top of 
your day-to-day expenses, you’ll also start 
building a plan for the future and a com¬ 
plete set of records for next year’s 1040. 
Plus, you’ll be able to tick off at least one 
resolution on your list (you’re on your 
own for the rest). 

• Start now. The best way to keep a reso¬ 
lution is to immediately take steps to 
accomplish it. That means installing a 


personal finance manager — Quicken or 
Microsoft Money — this month. The 
week or two’s head start should give you 
enough time to get used to the software. 

• Begin slowly. Don’t take on too much 
too soon. For the first month or more 
that you use finance software, stick with 
just a couple of accounts — your check¬ 
ing account and the credit card you use 
the most. Add more accounts, including 
investments and loans, gradually. 

•Try a new way of doing things. If you 
haven’t started banking online yet, use 
your personal finance program to connect 
to your bank, or use your bank’s simpler 
software. If you’re already committed to a 
finance program that your bank doesn’t 
support, take the easy route: Switch banks 
rather than software, at least for your 
checking account and credit cards. 

• Get the right supplies. A good resolu¬ 
tion is an easy-to-keep resolution. Make 
electronic check tracking easier on your¬ 
self (and save dozens of hours in the 
process) by buying blank checks that you 
can run through your printer. Rather 
than writing checks by hand and then 
entering them into the personal finance 
program, just do them once: Enter them 
into the program and then print them 
with your laser or ink-jet printer. 

• Don’t fall behind. Nothing leads to a 
broken resolution faster than falling be¬ 
hind. Stay on top of your family finance 
chores by regularly entering bills into 
your family finance program (once every 
two weeks works best) and balancing ac¬ 
counts as soon as you receive statements. 

• Have a fallback plan. Just because 
you’ve computerized your family finances 
doesn’t mean you should go paperless. 
Keep receipts, bank statements, and the 
like in case the IRS wants corroboration 
for your electronic tax return and records. 

—Gregg Keizer 



I f you’ve resolved to get the family’s fi¬ 
nances in order and you plan to make 
that resolution last past the final whis¬ 
tle of the New Year’s Day football game, 
our six simple tips will make it easy. Of 
course, the first step in building your re- 


More than 10 million 
U.S. households use Quicken 
to manage money. 

Source: Intuit 



Play the Market 

! Risk-Free 

Love the thrill of 
making a mint 
but can't find 
two dimes to 
rub together (or 
plow into the 
market)? Don't let that stop you 
from playing the market - just play 
it as a game. 


One make-believe portfolio that 
even gives a cool prize to the bold¬ 
est investor each month is ZDTV’s 
Money Machine Investment Chal¬ 
lenge. To play the market with 
$100,000 in imaginary money, 
head to www2.nordby.com 
/challenges/ZDTV/default.htm. 


Track Stocks 
with StockVue 

If the stock trackers at sites like 
Yahoo, Infoseek, and Excite feel a 
bit thin, you can follow the market 
in style with StockVue, a freeware 
portfolio tracker that’s ready to 
download from www.alphaconnect 
.com. This freebie is chock-full of 
investment goodies, and it even 
puts a ticker on your screen so you 
can follow your funds. 


401 (k) Pot of Gold 

Contributing to your 401 (k) plan is 
a brilliant idea when your employer 
matches your contributions. But to 
track this smart move, download 
the shareware program Retirement 
Planner 98 (formerly called $401K 
Planner) from www.torrid-tech 
.com. It graphs your retirement 
progress with all sorts of plans, in¬ 
cluding IRAs and 403(b)s. 













“Overall, Driver’s Education is a sure way to help get a person 
used to the realities of the road in a safe environment.” 

-Motor Trend, April 1998 


Take it 


No license? No problem... 

Learning to drive has never been 
more fun or safe than with Driver’s 



Driver’s © • 

Education 


for a joy 

^ rifle. 


Education ‘99, the complete 3D 
driving simulator Hit the streets of 
the 3D virtual city, with the comfort 
of your personal driving instructor 
Driver Ed, by your side to give 
you hints and tips. Real world 
situations reinforce defensive 
driving techniques and prepare you 
for the day you get your license. 


Driving Simulator 


the traffic laws for all 50 statey^^QfM 
including defensive driving and road rage ' 
Com plete tes ting with actual state test 
question s(Ty&n“fire4-£^dyto pass your 
test the first time 

Risk-free 3D driving simulator with urbafrs^ 
and rural driving situa tions, including a 
drunk driving simulator 


vs** 

V® ■. " 


Aifrra 


www.studentdrivercom 










Parental Guidance 


CONTRIBUTED BY PRE 
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Learning to Share 


I n the earlier, more innocent days of our 
nation, family conflict erupted as a result of 
big issues: Who will inherit the family manse? 
Which lucky child out of eight gets the family’s 
limited resources to attend college? Who gets to 
eat the last drumstick at Thanksgiving dinner? 

No longer. Today the biggest issue tearing 
apart millions of American families is a bit more 
mundane: When there are four people and only 
one PC, who gets to use it and when? 

For the Gralla family, a typical weekday after¬ 
noon looks like this: Nine-year-old Gabe wants 
to get online to meet his StarCraft clan-mates 
at www.battle.net and kick some serious alien 
rear end; 13-year-old Mia wants to log on to 
America Online and chat with her online bud¬ 
dies (under the guise of doing her homework); 
their mom, Lydia, wants to send yet another blis¬ 
tering e-mail to Congress so she can straighten 



On the front line 
of the PC wars 
with the Gralla 
family: Four 
people, one PC 
— who gets to 
use it when? 


out the country’s woes; and me, well, all I want 
to do is get on the PC so I can meet a book dead¬ 
line and put food on the table next month. 

We’ve lived with this problem for almost 10 
years, and those years have yielded some hard- 
won advice for families in similar situations. Fol¬ 
low this advice, and your family may never fight 
over computer time again. (As for who gets the 
last drumstick, I find arm wrestling is best.) 

Here are my five tips for sharing a family PC. 

• Use a timer. One way to make sure everyone 
gets his or her fair share of PC time is to place an 
ordinary kitchen timer next to the computer. 
When more than one child or adult wants the 
computer, the timer goes on and one person gets 
the computer for 20 minutes. Then, when the 
bell goes off, it’s time for the next person to use 
the PC (either that, or your meat loaf is done). 

• Tell your kids it’s time to walk the dog. You 
need the computer so you can finish your 
monthly sales report, but your child is using 
it. What to do? Tell her it’s time to do a house¬ 
hold task, like walking the dog. Of course, this 
doesn’t work in my house; we don’t own a dog. 
We have a rabbit named Pollichinelle, but she 
rarely needs walking. 

• Make a time sheet. Assign your kids specific 
times when they can use the PC — a particular 
time of the day or week when the computer is 
theirs. This keeps conflicts to a minimum. In our 
house, Gabe’s an early riser, so we gave him the 
first PC shift on the weekends. The only problem 
was that my wife and I were frequently awakened 
in the hours before dawn by the sounds of inter- 
galactic combat rattling in from the computer 
room/sun porch adjacent to our bedroom. The 
scary thing was that at that time of the morn¬ 
ing the Net was often full of kids playing Star- 
Craft. We’ve since adjusted Gabe’s PC playing 
time so we can get some sleep on the weekends. 
How the world will now be kept safe from ma¬ 
rauding aliens, we don’t know, but at least my 
wife and I will be rested when they get here. 

• Throw a tantrum. Your kids are arguing yet 
again about whose turn it is to use the comput¬ 
er, and you just can’t stand hearing their squab¬ 
bling anymore. Take a page from ffieirplaybook: 

www.familypc.com . FAMILYPC JANUARY 1999 
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Throw a tantrum. Threaten to smash the 
monitor or to hurl the computer out the 
window, scream that you’ll chop the whole 
system into little pieces with an ax and then 
dance on the remains in the middle of the 
street. Will this solve anything? No. Tan¬ 
trums never do. But it will make you feel 
much better, and that’s an end unto itself. 
Also, your kids may now treat you with new 
respect — they didn’t know you had it in 
you. And if you have an adolescent, just the 
thought of the public spectacle you’d cause 
if you began dancing in the street for any 


i Gabe’s Response 


m 

Don't listen to my dad. He’s not an 
expert. I know how to handle it. Just 
buy one computer for each person. But if you don’t 
have enough money, like a normal person wouldn’t, 
I know the answer. Just let the person who does the 
funnest thing with the computer use it all the time. 
Like me, because I play StarCraft. 


reason would force her to give in to any of 
your demands. 

• Buy a second computer. Give in to the in¬ 
evitable. We have. Some households are 
two-car families; we’ve become a two-PC 
family. I use a laptop that I take back and 
forth between work and home. Lydia, Gabe, 
and Mia share the other PC. And while 
there are still some arguments among my 
kids and my wife over who gets to use the 
PC, I tell myself that the heart of building 
a strong family is not just in getting along 
when times are good, but also in learning 
how to resolve conflicts when times are dif¬ 
ficult. (Very wise and thoughtful for a guy 
who’s got a PC to himself now, I know.) 

I must admit, though, having two PCs 
has created an entirely new issue: Who gets 
to use our single telephone line to dial in to 
the Internet? 

Preston Gralla is executive editor ofZDNet 
and the author of 10 books. E-mail him at 
preston_gralla@zd. com. 
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Great. Here is my dad talking about 
dancing in the streets in a public ar¬ 
ticle - how embarrassing is that? Anyway, as good 
as my dad’s ideas are, sometimes they just don’t work. 
How about when you are in the middle of a long, 
important e-mail that you can't save when ding- the 
timer goes off, and if you don't get off the computer 
right away, you'll soon hear a screaming brother yelling 
“Mom! Mia won't get off the computer!” My advice: 
If your parents force you into this timer thing, keep 
your eyes on the timer at all times. 

Another idea to get your turn to last a little longer 
is bribery/revenge. Let’s say the above situation hap¬ 
pens. Tell your brother or sister, “Just remember that 
the next time you’re <insert brother/sister’s favorite 
thing to do on the computed, you’ll have to get off 
right away!” That should get you a few extra minutes. 

One last thing. There needs to be a new rule in 
my house, and it might be a good idea for your house, 
too. The rule should say, “When <insertyour namd> 
wants a turn, they should get it right away.” 



Vs first Web site - This 5th grader put 
school newspaper on the Web in just 
irs with ixla Web Easy. 



's Realty site - After trying for 10 months, 
i another Web program, Joe was up and 
ng his houses on the Web in one hour! 


200 Million Americans 
still don’t have a Web site... 


At least not yet! 

Small business owners. Hobbyists. Students. Retired People. Families. Millions of 
Americans want to create their own Web site, but are intimidated by Web creation 
tools presently on the market. Now that's all changed. 


Introducing ixla's Web Easy, a low-cost WYSIWYG program 
aimed specifically for the first time user and/or currently frustrated 
Web designer. IXLA's easy-to-use Web page templates and 
Wizards prompt you every step of the way-from design, right up 
to automatically sending your Web page to your Internet Service 
Provider! First time users will have their first page up on the Web 
in less than an hour! 

You've been waiting long enough. Join the millions who want 
nothing more than to design their own Web site right now; 
stop by your local computer retailer today, and show the 
world your first Web page in less than an hour! 

Available at most major retailers. 
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| We’ve got the tools, you bring the imagination, j 


Visit us at www.ixla.ee 
or call us at 1-800-486-6704 
Quote Code No.: FAM108 
























* 1,599 


* 2,549 


* 1 , 999 , 


* 2,599 


• AMD-K6*-2/400 processor with 
3DNow!" Technology 

•8.0 GB Ultra DMA Hard Drive' 

• 128 MB SyncDRAM expandable to 384 MB 

• 5X DVD-ROM Drive" 

• 1,5Mbps Digital DSL Modem (G.Lite/56K V.90)" 

• 2X AGP ATI 3D Graphics w/8 MB SGRAM 

• 10 Mbps Ethernet port, Cable Modem Ready 

• Microsoft* Featured Home Collection 

• Microsoft Windows*>98 

• Compaq V720 17" Monitor (15.9" VIA) 

• JBL Pro Speakers 
Personalize it by choosing: 


• Intel* Pentium* II Processor, 450 MHz 
•13,5 GB Ultra DMA Hard Drive' 

• 96 MB Sync DRAM expandable to 384 MB 

• 5X DVD-ROM Drive" 

• 1,5Mbps Digital DSL Modem (G.Lite/56K V.90) 3 

• 2XAGP Graphics w/8 MB SGRAM 

• Digital Creativity Imaging Center 

• Iomega Zip Built-In" Drive 

• Microsoft Office 97 Small Business Edition v.2.0 

• Microsoft Windows98 

• Compaq V91019" Monitor (18.0" VIA) 


• Intel Pentium II Processor, 400 MHz 

• 10.0 GB Ultra DMA Hard Drive’ 

• 64 MB SyncDRAM expandable to 384 MB 
•32X Max CD-ROM Drive" 

• 56K ITU V.90 Modem 3 

• 2XAGP Graphics w/8 MB SGRAM 

■ 10 Mbps Ethernet port, Cable Modem Ready 

• Iomega Zip Built-In" Drive 

■ Microsoft Office 97 Small Business Edition v.2.0 

• Microsoft Windows98 

• Compaq V91019" Monitor (18,0" VIA) 

• JBL Pro Speakers 
Personalize it by choosing: 


• Intel Pentium II Processor, 266 MHz 
•4.0 GB Ultra DMA Hard Drive' 

• 64 MB SyncDRAM expandable to 96 MB 

• 512 KB Internal Pipeline Burst Cache 
•24X Max CD-ROM Drive* 

•56K ITU v.90 Modem 3 

• 128-bit Accelerated Graphics w/2 MB VRAM 

• Smart Ll-lon battery 

• Internet Easy Access Buttons 

• JBL Pro Audio System with Bass Reflex 

• Microsoft Wlndows98 

• 12.1 “ TFT Active Matrix Display 


• 256 MB SyncDRAM: Add $250 
•12.0 GB Hard Drive:’Add $120 

• Iomega Zip Built-In" Drive: Add $99 



•13.5 GB Hard Drive:'Add $50 
• Diamond Viper 550 AGP w/16 MB SDRAM: 
Add $50 

•5X DVD-ROM Drive:'Add $100 


•Port Replicator: Add $100 

• Executive Leather Carrying Case: Add $200 

• Tripp Lite 140 Watt Inverter: Add $50 


Buy one of these computers and get 50 free hours on the Net? Plus, get a $100 rebate on these select 
Compaq Presario minitower, desktop, or notebook PCs by signing up for this Compaq Easy Internet Access free trial.” 
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How do I make my personal computer 
really personal? 


Easy Have Compaq build one just for you. Nobody knows what you need 

: in a computer as well as you do. So shouldn’t you be the one to decide what goes into yours? When you order these 
Presario Internet PCs you’re in the driver’s seat. You choose how much memory you want, 
whether or not you want a CD-ROM drive, even the type of monitor you want. Whatever 
! you choose to put in yours, you can rest assured that all our PCs are designed with the latest and 
j greatest Compaq innovations and technology. Just stop by a Compaq Built For You Custom PC Center at select 
[ retailers, give us a call, or visit our website. Tell us what you want in your computer and we’ll build it for you. 
Bring the world’s best-selling computer home today. 



Purchase yours at your favorite retailer, or buy direct from Compaq. 
Visit us at www.compaq.com/athome or call 1-800-632-8254. 

Take advantage of Compaq values at any of these qualified retailers: ABC Warehouse, American Appliance, 

American TV, Best Buy, Big City Express, Brandsmart USA, Campo Electronics, Circuit Gty, CompUSA, 

I CompUSA Direct, Computer City, Computer Discount Warehouse, Computer Town, Conns, DataVision, Fred 
Meyer, Frys Electronics, Future Shop, the good guys!, h.h. Gregg, Insight, J&R Computer World, Micro Center, 

| MicroWarehouse, Multiple Zones, Nationwide Computers & Electronics, Nebraska Mega Mart, Nobody Beats 
! the Wiz, Office Depot, OfficeMax, PC Connection, PC Mall, PC Richard & Son, PC Warehouse, RadioShack, 

! RCS Computer Experience, Sears, Staples, State Street Discount, Sun TV & Appliances, Inc., Tiger Direct, Tops 
Appliance City, T-Zone. Visit a Compaq Built For You Custom PC Center at the select retailers highlighted above. 
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Better answers? 





“KILLER BEES ARE COMING! 

DON’T RISK LEAVING THE HOUSE.' 


- Darryl Peck, 

CEO of Outpost.com, the website designed for people who want 
computer products, but don’t want to be stung by killer bees. 


k Killer bees recently 
I made headlines 
when a Texas man 
was stung over 1,000 times. 
I thought about this one day 
and realized 


that I wouldn’t 
want to be 


"Some of you might be 


from a research apiary near 
Brazil. In 1990, they made 
their way to Texas. Recently, 
there have been reports of 
swarms in Los Angeles. (I 
used to love 
visiting Los 


That’s exactly what the 
bees want you to think.” 
-Darryl Peck 


Angeles.) 

When the 
colony is on 


small hole 


our customers order hardware, 
software or peripherals by 
midnight, they’ll be delivered 
the next morning. So they 
never have to step outside their 
homes-placing them in grave 
danger! Afrwaisa 

In 1957, great place hi 

26 colonies of 
... , ... you're tmt 

African killer bein^Mto 
bees escaped death by bees. 


leading to a hollow space is 
what the swarm looks for. An 
opening 1/8 inch in diameter is 
large enough to provide an 
entrance. That’s why we tell our 
manufacturers not to make 
products with openings bigger 
than 1/8 of an inch. Trust me, 
you don’t want a computer 
delivered with a bunch of angry 
killer bees inside it. No, sir. 


So what can 
we do about 
^■£2^0 tills terrifying 

development? 

The killer bee 

| ..? ■ looks almost 

exactly like its 
“My doctor says if docile American 
Ibuy computer cousin. It’s tough 
to tell them 

wiemet from the 

safetyofmyam apart. But if you 
home,thereis notice a large 
virtually m swarm of bees 

ZZZSl “»*“■; »°“ 

byaswmtf *>ver over 
killer bees!’ and over, that’s a 
sign it could be killer bees. 

There are some precautions 
you can take. To avoid attract¬ 
ing killer bees, wear light, not 
dark, clothing. Also, if you see 
a colony of angry bees, do not 
pick up the hive and start vio¬ 
lently shaking it. But, in my 
opinion, the best thing to do is 


just stay home. Why risk it? 

At Outpost.com we’ve got 
over 140,000 computer prod¬ 
ucts to help keep you busy. I 
just wish we could’ve helped 
that man in Texas-the one who 
was stung over 1,000 times. I 
wouldn’t want to be stung over 


% 




) Darryl, what if when ray 
' order is delivered some 
killer bees sneak in 


M'i 


bees, (f he says, “Yes’ 
ask him if they look 
Uke killer bees. 


The computer products you want. Without the bee stings. 
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Savvy Consumer 


CONTRIBUTED BY CHRIS YURKO 


Many Happy Returns? 



You don't like 
the PC or CD- 
ROM you just 
got, hut can you 
take it hack? 


That's right - 
returning PCs 
and software has 
gotten tougher. 


Y ou’re deep into the post-holiday blues, 
and you decide you hate the new PC or 
software you just bought. You’d rather 
spend the money you spent on the PC on that 
home renovation you’ve been putting off, a fam¬ 
ily trip, or a year’s worth of fancy dinners with¬ 
out the kids. Maybe the software doesn’t work or 
simply doesn’t float your boat. What now? 

Return the PC and you may get a refund or 
credit, but don’t be surprised if you can’t get all 
your money back. Some retail or mail-order 
outlets deduct as much as 20 percent from the 
purchase price of a new computer as 
restocking fee. Opened soft¬ 
ware? Some will not take it 
back at all. And after 30 days, 
forget about it. (See “Sam¬ 
ple Return Policies.”) 

In today’s computer re¬ 
tail world — one of tight 
profit margins and plum¬ 
meting prices — old con¬ 
sumer saws like “satisfaction 
guaranteed or your money 
back” do not apply. Poli- 
returning 


purchases may vary from vendor to vendor, but 
they all have one thing in common: They want 
to discourage you from doing it. If you say you’re 
not satisfied, the seller wants to know why. Your 
answer will determine whether it takes the mer¬ 
chandise back. 

“Manufacturers are becoming more stringent 
about their customer returns,” said Tony Amico, 
a PC specialist and director of channel research 
with International Data in Framingham, Massa¬ 
chusetts. “The attitude is toward questioning.” 

Do You Know Where Your 
Bubble Wrap Is? 

Every return means profits lost to both the re¬ 
tailer and the manufacturer — especially when 
it comes to PCs. Processing returns costs money 
for shipping, testing, repackaging, and reselling 
the machines as used and refurbished equipment 
at discounted prices. 

“It’s just like if you take a car back after 30 
days,” said Sam Crowley, executive vice president 
of operations for CompUSA. “You can’t sell it as 
a new car. It’s got miles on it. It’s worth less.” 

Vendors want equipment back in resalable 
condition. Return merchandise in an unopened, 
factory-sealed box, and you’ll get little hassle. 
The retailer can turn around and resell it as new 
without shipping it back to the manufacturer for 
refurbishing. 

As soon as you open the box, however, the 
value of the merchandise drops — it’s the same 
as driving that new car off the lot. Most com¬ 
puter stores and catalog companies knock 15 to 
20 percent off the amount they refund for what 
they call an open-box or restocking fee. That fee 
doesn’t just help the seller recoup some of the 
loss incurred in the transaction; it’s also a direct 
disincentive to you. Crowley said the restocking 
fee, in part, helps to encourage reluctant users to 
“figure out how to use the computer.” 

“Obviously, none of us wants returns,” Crow¬ 
ley said. “In the real world, the number of de¬ 
fective computers is really very small (about 3 
percent). What’s usually happening when a cus¬ 
tomer returns a computer is that they’re having 
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Sample Return Policies 

Outlet: Best Buy 

Contact Information: 800-373-3050, 
www.bestbuy.com 

Hardware: Returns of nondefective merchan¬ 
dise within 14 days for refund or exchange; 
opened boxes subject to 15 percent restocking 

Software: Full refund on unopened software 
returned within 30 days. Opened software, if 
defective, may be exchanged for same title only. 

Outlet: Circuit City 

Contact Information: 800-251 -2665, 

www.circuitcity.com 

Hardware: Full refund on merchandise returned 
in unopened box within 14 days; opened boxes 
subject to 15 percent restocking fee. 

Software: Refunds on unopened merchandise 
only; opened defective software may be 
exchanged for same title only. 

Outlet: CompUSA 

Contact Information: 888-267-8628, 
www.compusa.com 

Hardware: Full refund on merchandise returned 
within 10 days; no refund on some peripherals 
and special orders. Returns with missing packing 


materials subject to 15 percent restocking fee. 
Software: Refunds on unopened software within 
30 days; opened software may be exchanged if 
returned within 10 days. 

Outlet: Staples 

Contact Information: 800-333-3330, 

www.staples.com 

Hardware: Full refund on opened or unopened 
computers and printers if returned with all packag¬ 
ing within 14 days. Full refunds on other peripher¬ 
als if returned within 30 days. 

Software: Full refund if returned unopened within 
30 days; opened software exchanged for exact 
title only. 

Outlet: CDW Computer Centers 

Contact Information: 800-840-4239, 

Hardware: Returns on nondefective equipment 
for credit, exchange, or refund within 30 days, 
subject to 15 percent restocking fee. Returns on 
defective computers and printers accepted within 
30 days for repair or replacement only. Apple, 

AST, Compaq, Hewlett-Packard, and IBM equip¬ 
ment may be returned to CDW for repairs only - 
no refunds or exchanges. 

Software: Refunds on returns with original pack¬ 
aging, opened or unopened, within 30 days. 


difficulty getting the computer to do what 
they want it to do.” 

As software has become increasingly 
complex, says Crowley, customer frustra¬ 
tions with their new systems have become 
more common. CompUSA and other re¬ 
tail chains have responded by increasing 
technical support within their stores. “A 
returned computer for me represents a 
dissatisfied customer,” he says, “and I don’t 
want that.” 

Believe it or not, you’re more likely to 
get a refund if your computer is working 
properly. Defective equipment is general¬ 
ly covered by warranties and accepted 
only for repairs or replacement. This is 
true even if repairing the machine re¬ 
quires that you send it back to the com¬ 
pany at your own expense. Shipping and 
handling fees are almost never refund¬ 
able for merchandise that you purchased 
through mail order, catalog, or Web com¬ 
panies, unless the equipment is D.O.A. on 
your doorstep. 



Encyclopaedia Britannica (800)747-8503 
Since 1768 














Maximize Your Returns 

To increase the chance that the company 
will take your stuff back, be sure to follow 
these suggestions: 

• Read the return policy. It should be post¬ 
ed prominently in stores. Request a copy. 
If the wording’s not clear, ask a sales clerk 
to explain — before you buy. Telephone 
operators at mail order or catalog compa¬ 
nies generally won’t explain their return 
policies unless you ask. So ask. 

• Read the specs. A few companies accept 
“incompatible equipment” as a reasonable 
excuse for a return; most, however, do not, 


Save every last 
peanut in the box, as 
well as the styrofoam, 
plastic, instruction 
manuals, software, 
cords, accessories, 
even blank registration 
and warranty cards. 
Oh, and the box. 

dated proof of purchase, and so on. But 
when it comes to computers, you should 
save every last peanut in the box, as well 
as the styrofoam, plastic, instruction man¬ 
uals, software, cords, accessories, even 
blank registration and warranty cards. 


Oh, and, of course, the box. 

• Call ahead. If you bought a computer 
through the mail or the Web, you will have 
to call the company for a “returned ma¬ 
terials authorization” number, or RMA, 
before sending it back. Otherwise, the 
merchandise will not be accepted. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed? 

The best way to be sure you’re not going to 
return the PC or software title you recent¬ 
ly bought is, of course, to make sure you 
really want it in the first place. Double¬ 
check your system specs and system re¬ 
quirements when buying software, and be 
sure everyone in the family who’s going to 
use the PC has a say in the kind you bring 
home. That way you can avoid the post¬ 
holiday return-to-vendor blues. 

Chris Yurko is a newspaper editor and 
freelance writer who lives in Amherst, Mas¬ 
sachusetts. E-mail him at chrisyurko@ 
aol.com. 


particularly on software. So before your 
kids ravage the shrink-wrap on that new 
CD-ROM, check the system requirements 
to make sure you’ve got a match. 

• Count the days. Some companies give 
buyers only 14 days to return merchandise. 
None that I found give more than 30. 

• Think twice before opening. As soon as 
you do, restocking fees come into play. 

• Save everything. Receipts, as always, 
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Whoa, check it out! 

Beavis and Bull-head are everywhere! On the PC golf course in "Bunghole In One", 
on PlayStation'"' game console with "Get Big >.« Hollywood", and now ready to go 
wherever you go on Nintendo Game Boy'I 






















































































































THE HARDEST THING ABOUT making a family Web site may be ex¬ 
plaining to your kids and doubting spouse why you’re doing it in the 
first place. Fortunately, my daughter Elena, all of six years old, had 
heard of something called the Internet and thought having her pic¬ 
ture on it would be “cool.” So we set out on a journey. We had been 
to the Rockies. We had been to both coasts. Now we began packing 
to send our family into cyberspace. 

A week later — a frustrating, puzzling, exhilarating, and, in the 
end, fun and rewarding week later — we had our own Web site, com¬ 
plete with pictures that family 
members all across the coun¬ 
try could see. That first after¬ 
noon, my sister in Cincinnati 
e-mailed to say she loved the 
photos of Nate and Elena and their artwork. My brother in San Diego 
logged on later. The kids’ grandparents in Maine and Arizona logged 
on to see our “Home, Sweet Home Page.” For all I know, total 
strangers in Tasmania, child art collectors in Paris, and unicorn lovers 
in Kansas have admired my digitized family. 

In the end, it was a worthwhile trip any parent can accomplish 
on snippets of time stolen during the week (the project took only a 
few hours total). But check out my day-by-day travelogue — at 
times it can seem like a very long week. 

£ y B v i k c e. W F s o v\ 
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Hov\ey, I Digitized H\e kUs 


DAY 1: PACKING 


Task: Preparation 

Tools: Photos and drawings, 

scanner, a plan 

Since most Internet service providers 
(ISPs) offer 2 to 10MB of space for 
personal use, your family Web site 
can contain a lot. You can include 
photos, sound clips, and scanned 
images of kids’ artistic still lifes and 
landscapes with lollipop trees. When 
I started thinking about our site, the 
possibilities seemed endless. But I 



refrigerator door. I chose one draw¬ 
ing by each precocious Picasso. 

I could have paid a copy shop to 
scan the photos, but instead I bor¬ 
rowed a scanner. It took me a half- 
hour to figure out dithering, 
cropping, and sizing, but once I got 
started, I turned my family into bits 
and bytes in about 90 minutes (see 
“How to Digitize the Kids”). My art 
was ready. 

I chose to make my site simple. I 
drew a schematic of rectangles con¬ 
nected by lines. Our Home Page 


I chose pictures of my children holding flowers, caught in the act, or just being their goofy selves. 


didn’t want to make our Web home 
as cluttered as our real home. So be¬ 
fore bothering with hardware and 
software, I sorted through the daily 
wares of our lives. 

First, I gathered old photo al¬ 
bums. I had seen other family sites 
and knew the Web demanded 
tain type of snapshot. Close-up, 
high-contrast photos reproduce best. 

(Group shots always end up looking 
like a yearbook photo of the high 
school Spanish club.) 

I chose prized pictures of my chil¬ 
dren holding flowers, caught in the 
act, or just being their goofy selves. I added snapshots of my wife 
running a marathon and us arm-in-arm in the kitchen. Ours 
would be a small site, but it would be us. 

To capture my family in all its quirkiness in only a few mega¬ 
bytes, I also dug up some old art postcards and downloaded 
quirky photos from the Web — General Sherman, American 
Gothic, a Vermeer painting. Finally, I raided the art gallery on our 


would be linked to one page for 
each of us and to a final Good-bye j 
page featuring a photo of Nate gig¬ 
gling. Pretty basic, but if I wanted to 
add vacations, grandparents, or 
pets, I could always make more 
pages later. 

To finish packing, I searched the 
Web for sites related to our offbeat 
interests — unicorns for Elena, mo¬ 
torcycles for Nate, running for my 
wife, my own pantheon of authors. 

I copied each URL to be linked later. 


DAY 2: PUTTING IT TOGETHER 


Task: Building the pages 

Tools: Web publishing software, a sense of style, 
an ability to ask directions 

I decided to build our site using a simple program I already had 
— Print Shop Deluxe 6.0 (see this month’s Software Reviews). 
Print Shop Deluxe isn’t just for Web site building — it’s a com- 



How to Digitize the Kids 

Images on the World Wide Web come in two file flavors: GIF 
for drawings and simple animations, and JPEG for photos. The 
key to preparing images for the Web is to make sure they’re not 
too big - the bigger they are, the more room they take up and 
the longer they take to download. 

A good basic rule for Web images is this: Scan images for 
your Web pages at no more than 70 dots per inch, and crop 
them to feature only the good parts (you'll want them to be 
around 10KB in size). 

If you don’t own a scanner or digital camera and can't 
borrow one, most copy shops will scan images for you at 
about $1 apiece. 
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How to Choose a Host 


If you’re starting from the very 
beginning - that is, you don’t 
have a connection to the In¬ 
ternet yet - look for an Inter¬ 
net service provider (ISP) 
that gives you at least 5MB of 
free space with your account. 
Ask about the type of soft¬ 
ware you should use to build 
your pages: All ISPs should 
let you post any pages you 
build, but some don’t support 
certain Web page features, 
and some are harder to use 
with particular Web page 
builders. If you're on America 
Online, you get 10MB for 
your own Web site and a 
bunch of tools for helping you 
build simple pages. 

If you want to get your feet 


wet building a family Web 
page, you can stop by one of 
the all-in-one, tools-and-host- 
ing sites on the Web (see 
“Stake Your Claim,” October 
Family PC). These sites can 
give you lots of ideas about 
what families are posting to 
their pages, and you don’t 
need a separate Web page 
builder like FrontPage 98 or 
Print Shop Deluxe. 

• GeoCities 
(www.geocities.com) 

• Homestead 
(www.homestead.com) 

• Tripod 
(www.tripod.com) 

• Xoom 

(www.xoom.com) 


plete desktop publishing program with a Web Site Designer fea- 
I ture that let me build our home page in just half an hour. Ulti¬ 
mately, Print Shop’s capabilities are meant for designing only the 
simplest Web pages, and I quickly outgrew them. But the experi- 
I ence gave me the confidence I needed to forge on. 

Print Shop’s buttons instantly insert headlines, text, graphics, 
photos, or links. Once you insert an item, you can drag it any¬ 
where on the page. Clicking on the Headline button, I typed 
I “Home, Sweet Home Page,” chose a font style, dropped the title 
: on the page, and hit a button to center it. 

\ Next, I searched through background wallpaper that looked 
; like it belonged in a Parisian hotel or a pediatrician’s office. Fi- 

1 nally, I found a swirling blue pattern I liked and added it, along 

, with an assortment of graphics and links to other pages. I moved 

i on to page 2 — but took a disastrous wrong turn. 

Now, I’m not the kind of guy who asks for directions — not 
from strangers and certainly not from software manuals. I just go. 
I So in opening my second page — the one for Nate — I didn’t 

| know I had to link it to the first before I started. Instead, I began 

1 a whole new file. I had made Nate’s page and was working with 
Elena on hers when I noticed three roads diverging. There was no 
| link between these pages and never would be. This forced me to 
j backtrack, spending an hour copying the kids’ pages, piece by 
piece, and linking them to Home, Sweet Home Page. (Perhaps 
asking directions isn’t such a bad thing after all.) 

Back on track again, I fetched Elena and had her pick out wall- 
I paper. She chose a pumpkin design. I imported her photo and 
I then asked her some questions. Age? Favorite foods? What she 


wanted to be when she grew up? Below her answers, I inserted her 
best drawings. She gave me an “artist’s statement” explaining her 
drawing of the “Jewel Unicorn” and went off to bed. 

Once I got the hang of it, things went pretty quickly. The last 
two pages took just 15 minutes each. Print Shop allows you to pre¬ 
view your site so you can see how it’ll look on the Web, and you 
can try out the links. 

Michelangelo spent four years painting the Sistine Chapel, and 
only a few thousand tourists see it each day. But after two 
evenings, my daughter’s unicorn was about to be seen by Web 
tourists around the world. I just had to figure out how to upload 
the file. I thought it would be simple but ran into a few unwel¬ 
come surprises. 


DAY 3: POSTING 


Task: Posting your site. 

Tools: Web publishing software, a sense of limits, 
perseverance, your ISP’s help-line phone number 

Print Shop Deluxe was very simple, and I had my Home, Sweet 
Home site finished and ready to post. Yet the next afternoon, 
when I compared my pages to others on the Web, they seemed, 
well... homemade. Where were the glitzy graphics? Where were 
the flashing extras that made some family Web pages feel like the 
Las Vegas Strip? Didn’t my family deserve a hit counter, a scrolling 
banner, a showy marquee? 

To get them, I turned to a dedicated Web page builder: Mi¬ 
crosoft’s FrontPage 98. This program is a quantum leap beyond 
Print Shop in both possibility and complexity. After translating 
its baffling vocabulary — form fields, root Webs, validation scripts 
— I managed to import my simple site and add a few doodads. 
Then I prepared to launch my site onto the Web. But I was about 
to learn the most vital truth of Web design — a truth borne out 
by the family testers who rated the program for FamilyPC (see 
FamilyTested Web Site Builders). 



'm not the kind of guy who asks for directions - not from strangers and certainly not from manuals. 
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The simple truth is that 
posting your site can be the 
hardest and most frustrat¬ 
ing part of building a fam¬ 
ily Web site. I called my 
local ISP and got its FTP 
address and other specifics 
I needed. Then I entered 
them and hit Publish. We’d 
be on the Web in minutes, 

1 thought. But for the next 

2 hours, despite advice 
from all kinds of people at 
tech support and online 
help, our site was stuck on 
my computer. 



I had learned to ask for 
directions in cyberspace, 
but now I learned that you 
can’t always trust direc¬ 
tions from strangers. Tech¬ 
nical support at my ISP 
said that updating my site 
would be easy. Just hit 
Publish, and the new site 
would overwrite the old. 
But there were many forks 
in the road. 

I tried again. And again 
I called tech support. Per¬ 
haps my new site exceed¬ 
ed the server’s 2MB space 


Where were the glitzy graphics? Didn't my family deserve a hit counter, a scrolling banner, a marquee? 


First FrontPage would not take a password it forced me to enter. 
Then the folks at my ISP told me they couldn’t post FrontPage 
sites — at least not sites that had scrolling script, which, of course, 
mine had. And on and on it went. 

So I went back to square one: I published my old plain site using 
Print Shop Deluxe. It was an easy upload, done in 20 minutes with¬ 
out a glitch. Just after finishing, I logged onto my site, and there 
we were — my family on the Web. A few links didn’t function 
properly (but then, neither did my children at times). I’d just cor¬ 
rect them when I uploaded my new, improved site the next day. 


Task: Adding new pages 

Tools: Web publishing program, a sense of limits 
(again), skepticism about directions 

When I set out to build a family Web site, I envisioned not just 
making a site but perpetually updating it. I would add photos and 
drawings to keep my far-flung family up-to-speed. 


limit. I cut the amount I was attempting to upload. Still it would 
not upload. So I had my ISP delete my original site so I could step 
back and post our simple site and be done with it for now. That’s 
where I left off, and you can drop by www.javanet.com/~bwatson 
for a virtual visit sometime. 

Epilogue 

If your family wants to follow the trail we blazed and get onto the 
Web, I suggest you look at it this way: The journey into cyber¬ 
space is like an automobile trip in the 1920s, when cars were just 
beginning to own the road. The ride starts out exhilarating, but 
the trip is interrupted by inexplicable breakdowns, dead ends, and 
repairs you have to do yourself. Seeing the trip through takes pa¬ 
tience, a love of adventure, and a sense of humon Same goes for 
Web site building in the 1990s. 

Bruce Watson is a journalist in western Massachusetts. E-mail him 
at bwatsdn@crocker.com. 


Here’s Why I Digitized the Kids 

5 reasons to build a family Web site 

1. It's a cool way to keep distant family members up-to-date. 
Your in-laws in Tucson or Tallahassee can see your kids' art 
more easily on the Web than on your refrigerator door. 

2. It makes you pay close attention to your family - who 
they are and what they love. 

3. Millions of families are on the Web already. Isn't yours 
just as charming? 

4. It's a great way to show your kids that even a parent can 
embrace the future. 

5. Until you do it, the Web will contain every topic imagin¬ 
able except your family. 
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Easy Have Compaq build one for you. Nobody knows what your 

computer needs are as well as you do. So shouldn’t you be the one to decide what goes into yours? When you order 
these Presario Internet PCs you’re in the driver’s seat. You choose how much memory you want, hard drive size, 
whether you want a CD-ROM drive or DVD, advanced graphics, video memory, even the type of monitor you 
want. And you don’t need a degree in computer engineering to build the computer that best suits your needs — 
we’ll build it for you. And if you’re not sure what features are best for you, we’ll help you decide. Just call Compaq, 
visit our website, or stop by a Compaq Built For You Custom PC Center at select retailers. Bring the world s best¬ 
selling computer home today. 


Here are some of the features we can personalize for you: 



Memory 

Speed up performance by 
choosing from 64 MB to 
a whopping 384 MB of 
Synchronous DRAM. 



Hard Drive Size 

Whether you’re writing the 
great American novel or 
just surfing the Net, we’ve 
got the hard drive size 
that’s right for you. 



Processor Speed 

You can choose from the 
latest Intel® Pentium® II 
Processors, including the 
new 450 MHz. 



CD-ROM/DVD 

A built-in Zip drive, CD- 
ROM, or DVD drive is the 

and get the most from 
your Presario PC. 



Monitor/Display 

All our monitors assure 
that your applications 
will be displayed boldly 
and vividly. 



pentium®U 


All prices shown are Compaq Direct selling price after applicable rebate. Prices shown do not include applicable sales tax and shipping. 
Products and prices valid in U.S. only. Actual retail price may vary. Specifications and prices are subject to change or cancellation 
without notice. Not all Compaq Presario models available in all retail stores. *50 free hours of Internet access is offered when 


■ ' - . 

period from initial setup. A valid credit card is required to initiate service, although no charges will be inc- 

50-hour trial has expired. **$100 mail-in rebate from Compaq upon activation of this free trial of Compaq Easy Inti 


or v.90 compliant digital sources. Maximum achievable download transmission rates are currently unknown, may not reach 56 kilobits 
per second (Kbps), and will vary with line conditions. 3 24X Max CD-ROM data transfer rates may vary from 1500 to 3600Kbps. ‘32X Max 
CD-ROM data transfer rates may vary from 1800 to 4800Kbps. 


COMPAQ 





















Here are just a few of the hundreds 



(Shown with Presario MV700 Monitor) 


Compaq Presario 5600i-450 


$3,099 

-$100 mail-in rebate" 

* 2,999 

— Base price includes: 

• Intel® Pentium® II Processor, 450 MHz 

• 16.8 GB Ultra DMA Hard Drive' 

• 5X DVD-ROM Drive* 

• 192 MB SyncDRAM expandable to 384 MB 

• 1.5Mbps Digital DSL Modem (G.Lite/56KV.90)' 

• Digital Creativity Imaging Center w/1394 

• Diamond Viper 550 AGP w/16 MB SDRAM 

• 10 Mbps Ethernet port, Cable Modem Ready 

• JBL Pro Premium Speakers w/Subwoofer 

• New! Iomega Zip Built-In” Drive 

• Microsoft® Office 97 SBEv.2.0 

• Microsoft Windows®98 

• Compaq V910 19” Monitor (18,0" VIA) 

— Personalize it by choosing: 

• 256 MB SyncDRAM: Add $100 

• Compaq IJ900 Color Inkjet Printer: Add $249” 


Compaq Presario 5600-400 


$2,099 

-$100 mail-in rebate* * 

* 1,999 

|— Base price includes: 

• Intel Pentium II Processor, 400 MHz 

• 10.0 GB Ultra DMA Hard Drive' 

• 32X Max CD-ROM Drive* 

• 64 MB SyncDRAM expandable to 384 MB 

• 56K ITU v.90 Modem" 

• 2X AGP Graphics w/8 MB SGRAM 

• 10 Mbps Ethernet port, Cable Modem Ready 

• JBL Pro Speakers 

• New! Iomega Zip Built-In” Drive 
J • Microsoft Office 97 SBE v.2.0 

• Microsoft Windows98 

• Compaq V91019“ Monitor (18.0" VIA) 
Personalize it by choosing: 

• 128 MB SyncDRAM: Add $100 

• Digital Creativity Imaging Center: Add $49 

• 1,5Mbps Digital DSL Modem (G.L!te/56KV.90):* 
Add $99 


possible combinations: 



$2,599 

-$100 mail-in rebate* * 


* 2,499 

• Intel Pentium II Processor, 450 MHz 

• 16.8 GB Ultra DMA Hard Drive’ 

• 5X DVD-ROM Drive 5 

• 128 MB SyncDRAM expandable to 384 MB 

• 1,5Mbps Digital DSL Modem (G.Lite/56KV.90)‘ 

• Digital Creativity Imaging Center w/1394 

• Diamond Viper 550 AGP w/16 MB SDRAM 

• 10 Mbps Ethernet port, Cable Modem Ready 

• JBL Pro Speakers 

• New! Iomega Zip Built-In” Drive 

• Microsoft Featured Home Collection 

• Microsoft Windows98 

• Compaq V720 17" Monitor (15.9" VIA) 

— Personalize it by choosing: 

• Compaq V91019" Monitor (18.0“ VIA): Add $170 

• JBL Pro Premium Speakers w/Subwoofer: Add $69 

• Compaq IJ700 Color Inkjet Printer: Add $179* 


Compaq Presario 5600-400 


$1,899 

-$1QO mail-in rebate " 

* 1,799 

— Base price includes: 

■ Intel Pentium II Processor, 400 MHz 

• 10.0 GB Ultra DMA Hard Drive’ 

• 5X DVD-ROM Drive' 

• 64 MB SyncDRAM expandable to 384 MB 

• 56K ITU v.90 Modem" 

• 2X AGP Graphics w/8 MB SGRAM 

• 10 Mbps Ethernet port, Cable Modem Ready 

• JBL Pro Speakers 

• New! Iomega Zip Built-In” Drive 

• Microsoft Featured Home Collection 

• Microsoft Windows98 

• Compaq V720 17" Monitor (15.9" VIA) 

— Personalize it by choosing: 

• 128 MB SyncDRAM: Add $100 

• Compaq V91019" Monitor (18.0" VIA): Add $170 

• Diamond Viper 550 AGP w/16 MB SDRAM: 

Add $50 



$2,099 

-$100 mail-in rebate " 


* 1,999 

• Intel Pentium II Processor, 450 MHz 

• 10.0 GB Ultra DMA Hard Drive’ 

• 32X Max CD-ROM Drive* 

• 128 MB SyncDRAM expandable to 384 MB 

• 56K ITU v.90 Modem" 

• 2X AGP Graphics w/8 MB SGRAM 

• 10 Mbps Ethernet port, Cable Modem Ready 

• JBL Pro Speakers 

• New! Iomega Zip Built-In” Drive 

• Microsoft Featured Home Collection 

• Microsoft Windows98 

• Compaq V720 17” Monitor (15.9" VIA) 

• 13.5 GB Hard Drive:’Add $50 

• Diamond Viper 550 AGP w/16 MB SDRAM; Add $50 

• 5X DVD-ROM Drive:'Add $100 


Compaq Presario 5600-350 


$1,599 

-$1QO mail-in rebate ** 

* 1,499 

— Base price includes: 

• Intel Pentium II Processor, 350 MHz 

• 8.0 GB Ultra DMA Hard Drive’ 

• 5X DVD-ROM Drive' 

• 64 MB SyncDRAM expandable to 384 MB 

• 56K ITU v.90 Modem" 

• 2X AGP Graphics w/8 MB SGRAM 

• 10 Mbps Ethernet port, Cable Modem Ready 

• JBL Pro Speakers 

• New! Iomega Zip Built-In” Drive 

• Microsoft Featured Home Collection 

• Microsoft Windows98 

• Compaq V72017" Monitor (15:9“ VIA) 

— Personalize it by choosing: 

• 128 MB SyncDRAM: Add $100 

• 13.5 GB Hard Drive:’Add $150 

• Compaq IJ200 Color Inkjet Printer: 

Add $129” 


Buy one of these computers and get 50 free hours on the Net! Plus, get a $100 rebate on these select 
Compaq Presario minitower, desktop, or notebook PCs when you sign up for this Compaq Easy Internet Access free trial.** 

Buy direct from Compaq, or purchase yours at your favorite retailer. 

Visit us at www.compaq.com/athome or call 1-800-376-0955. 






















Visit a Compaq 
Built For You 
Custom PC Center 
at select locations of 
these retailers: 
ABC Warehouse, 

Best Buy, 
Brandsmart USA, 
Circuit City, 
h.h. Gregg, 
Nebraska Mega Mart, 
Office Depot, 
OfficeMax, 
RadioShack, 


Take advantage of 
Compaq values at any of 
these qualified retailers: 

ABC Warehouse, 

American Appliance, 

Best Buy, 

Big City Express, 
Brandsmart USA, 

Campo Electronics, 

Circuit City, CompUSA, 
CompUSA Direct, Computer City, 
Computer Discount Warehouse, 
Computer Town, Conns, 
DataVision, Fred Meyer, 

Fry’s E' 


Future Shop, 
the good guys!, 


J&R Comf 


Micro Center 


'oriel. 


MicroWarehouse, 
Multiple Zones, 
Nationwide Computers & 

Nebraska Mega Mart, 
Nobody Beats the Wiz, 
Office Depot, OfficeMax, 
PC Connection, PC Mall, 
PC Richard & Son, 

PC Warehouse, 
RadioShack, 

Sears, Staples, 


$2,199 

-$100 mail-in rebate ** 

$ 2,099 

- Base price includes: 

• Intel® Pentium® il Processor, 266 MHz 

• 12.1" TFT Active Matrix Display 
. 64 MB SyncDRAM 

expandable to 160 MB 

• 4.0 GB Ultra DMA Hard Drive’ 

• 24X Max CD-ROM Drive 3 

• 56K ITU v,90 Modem 2 

• Smart Li-Ion Battery 

• 512 KB L2 Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 256-bit Accelerated Graphics 
W/2.5MBVRAM 

• Microsoft® Featured Home Collection 

• Microsoft Windows®98 

- Personalize it by choosing: 

• 96 MB SyncDRAM: Add $100 

• 6.4 GB Hard Drive: 1 Add $200 

• Brief Carrying Case: Add $119 



All Compaq Presario 5600 Series Custom 
“Built For You" PCs now include an Iomega 
Zip Built-In” Drive. So don't delay — call today 
or visit your nearest participating Compaq 
"Built For You" retailer. (Presario 5170 shown.) 


$2,599 

-$100 mail-in rebate ** 

$ 2,499 

- Base price includes: 

• Intel Pentium II Processor, 300 MHz 

• 12.1 ■"TFTActive Matrix Display 

• 64 MB SyncDRAM expandable to 160 MB 

• 4.0 GB Ultra DMA Hard Drive' 

• 2nd-Generation DVD-ROM Drive' 

• 56K ITU v.90 Modem 2 

• Smart Li-Ion Battery 

• 512 KB L2 Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 256-bit Accelerated Graphics 
W/2.5MBVRAM 

• Microsoft Featured Home Collection 

• Microsoft Windows98 

- Personalize it by choosing: 

• 96 MB SyncDRAM: Add $100 

• 6.4 GB Hard Drive:’Add $200 

• Brief Carrying Case: Add $119 


Iomega Zip Built-In “ Drive 


• The standard in 100 MB portable storage 

• One Zip disk equals the capacity of 
70 floppies 

• Reliable backup of your important stuff 

• Easily carry files between work and home 

• Plus: Buy a Zip 10-pak for only $99 — 
so everyone in the family can store their 
own stuff 


Sun TV & Appliances, Inc., 
Tiger Direct, 

Tops Appliance City, 
T-Zone. 


Every Compaq product comes with a standard one-year limited warranty 7 and the as; 
Extra Mile Service, the most comprehensive and flexible PC support available. You’ll 


fast, accurate, 7x24 technical support via the phone or Web. 



$3,199 

-$100 mail-in rebate* * 


$ 3,099 

• Intel Pentium II Processor, 300 MHz 

• 13.3" TFT Active Matrix Display 

• 96 MB SyncDRAM expandable to 160 MB 

• 6.4 GB Ultra DMA Hard Drive’ | 

• 2nd-Generation DVD-ROM Drive' 

• 56K ITU v.90 Modem 2 

• Smart Li-Ion Battery 

• 512 KB L2 Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 256-bit Accelerated Graphics 
W/2.5MBVRAM 

• Microsoft Office 97 Small Business Edition* 

• Microsoft Windows98 
- Personalize it by choosing: 

• 160 MB SyncDRAM: Add $250 

• Executive Leather Carrying Case: 

Add $200 

• Port Replicator: Add $100 



$129" 

• Single-head thermal inkjet technology 

• Up to 600 x 600 DPI resolution 

• Sharp text and sharp color prints 

• Print Speeds: 

Up to 3 'A pages per minute black 
Up to 1 !4 pages per minute color 

• Paper tray holds up to 30 sheets 



Extra Mile Service 


Buy direct from Compaq, or purchase yours at your favorite retailer. 

Visit us at www.compaq.com/athome or call 1-800-376-0955. 
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The 5X DVD-ROM Drive transfer rate Is up to 6,750 KB/s compared to 1,352 KB/s for IX DVD-ROM Drives. 6 2nd-Generation DVD-ROM Drives run at a 
higher maximum transfer rate of up to 2.76 MB/s compared to 1 st-Generation DVD-ROM Drives which run at a maximum transfer rate of up to 1.348 MB/s. 
7 0ne year parts and labor. Labor for desktop systems is carry-in service with on-site service during the first 90 days of ownership. Labor for notebook 
systems is pick-up service. The 1.5Mbps Digital DSL Modem (G.Ute/56K V.90) modem protocol is designed to allow faster downloads from G.Ute/56K 
V.90 compliant digital sources. Availability of services will vary by region and Internet Service Provider (ISP), and may differ from V.90 ISP services. Maximum 
achievable download transmission rates with G.Lite/56K V.90 are currently unknown, may not reach 1,5Mbps or 56Kbps, respectively, and will vary based 
on service provider, line conditions, and distance. Compaq is not liable for pictorial or typographical errors in this advertisement. Compaq, the Compaq Logo, 

registered trademarks of other companies. Call Compaq Monday-Friday 7:00am-11:00pm (CST), Saturday and Sunday 7:00am-7:00pm (CST). 

©1998 Compaq Computer Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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Fviwily'fi es^eA Web ^IVe BWl^Aevs 


BRUCE WATSON WAS NOT THE ONLY 
one spending weekend and evening time building 
a family Web site: We set 114 ambitious family 
testers loose on a set of Web site builders that ran 
the gamut from the full-featured $149 FrontPage 
98 to the $50 Web Easy. In the end, there were some 
clear winners — FrontPage 98, PageMill 3.0, and 
WebExpress 3.0. These programs showed a mix of 
easy-to-use templates and site-enhancing features 
that let testers get started right away while leaving 
them plenty of room to grow. 

Clearly, this combination of ease of use and 
power is tough to pull off — family testers reject¬ 


ed the low-end and simple-to-use Web Easy (say¬ 
ing they wanted a program with more features), yet 
they also rejected three out of five more full-fea¬ 
tured programs for being too hard to use. 

Family testers said that a combination of diffi- 
cult-to-use tools, poor documentation, and a steep 
learning curve sure to stress time-strapped parents 
kept them from recommending more titles. They 
did point out, however, that at $149 FrontPage is a 
pretty hefty investment, and the more casual fam¬ 
ily Web page builder may want to check out a 
cheaper option that gives up a little in features or 
ease of use. 


How Long Did It Take 
Family Testers to Create 
Web Sites? 



Microsoft FrontPage 98 

Recommended 

In the battle to create the best 
Web design program, Microsoft 
has stolen center stage with 
FrontPage 98, our Top Rated Web site 
builder two years running. Our family 
testers said FrontPage offers the best of 
both worlds: It’s easy to use, yet it’s packed 
with power. 

You build basic Web pages in Front- 
Page’s Editor window in much the same 


way that you build a report in Microsoft 
Word. And just like Word, FrontPage lets 
you add graphics and animations. 

Of course, the fancier you want to get, 
the more you have to learn. For example, 
to create multicolumn documents in 
FrontPage, you need to create tables. These 
work similarly to the tables you create in 
Word, but they can take a lot more tweak¬ 
ing to look just the way you want. 

Fortunately, FrontPage offers lots of 
templates, grouped into 50 themes. The 



Full-Featured Microsoft FrontPage 98 works much like Word - a menu and taskbar 
at the top lets you pick and choose the items you want to include. 


Citrus Punch theme, for example, contains 
fruity colors, like lemon, lime, and orange, 
and buttons shaped like juicy fruit. Other 
themes include Automotive, Leaves, and 
Straight Edge. With templates and themes, 
the basic structure and look of the site are 
already done, so you can spend your time 
doing the fun stuff, like scanning in pho¬ 
tos of your kids at the beach. 

If you want to get fancy, FrontPage of¬ 
fers tools that make it simple to make text 
and graphics swoop or glide onto your 
page, or to add a hit counter. 

When all your pages are complete, you 
turn to FrontPage 98’s Explorer window, 
where you manage your site. By dragging 
boxes representing pages, you can easily re¬ 
arrange your site. The corresponding links 
among the pages are automatically changed 
for you. 

On the negative side, family testers 
found FrontPage’s Navigation Bars, which 
let you move among the pages of your site, 
easy to create but awkward to modify. Also, 
a few testers had the same problem Bruce 
did — they had to make several calls to 
their ISPs to successfully publish their site. 
Finally, it would make for smoother op¬ 
eration, testers said, if the Explorer and Ed¬ 
itor were integrated into a single window. 

Aside from these shortcomings, Front- 
Page 98 is a standout program that will 
make your Web site stand out, too. 
Microsoft, 800-426-9400, www.microsoft 
.com; Windows CD, $149. 
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WebExpress 3.0 

Recommended 

0 “ The best thing about Web- 
I Express 3.0 is that you get most of 
the features and much of the ease 
of use of FrontPage 98, for half the money. 
The only drawback, said family testers, is 
that it takes a little more effort to get going 
with WebExpress’s wizards, templates, and 
clip media. Once they got up and going, 
testers found they could add advanced Web 
page features like frames for designing 
pages, forms for gathering data from visi¬ 
tors to their pages, and image maps that let 
them create hot-link areas on pictures. 
Best Feature: The price is right. 
Biggest Drawback: Too few templates 
for families looking for a quick site. 
MicroVision Development, 800-998-4555, 
www.mvd.com; Windows 95 CD, $69.95. 

Adobe PageMill 3.0 

Recommended 

O We family-tested only two 
| Web page builders for Mac users 
— PageMill and Home Page. 
Family testers gave PageMill the nod over 
Home Page because of its simple-to-use 


Words of Wisdom from 
Testers in the Trenches 

“Read the manual.” -Beth Vogelgesang, 
Crestwood, Kentucky 

“Don't be afraid to make mistakes.” 
-Mark Wilkins, Belington, West Virginia 


“Always make backups." -Robert 
Lombardo, Cranford, New Jersey 

“Study what others are doing.” -Don 
Doornbos, Chenango Forks, New York 

“Take your time. It may seem like it 
would be best to just put a Web page 
up regardless of how it looks, but it’s a 
better idea to make your Web site look 
nice and have good content before you 
put it up.” -Ashley Richie, Scottsdale, 
Arizona 

“Consider it an ongoing process; don’t 
expect to get everything exactly right 
immediately.” -Amy Black, Olive Branch, 
Mississippi 


templates, intuitive interface (especially if 
you’re used to Adobe products like Photo¬ 
shop or PhotoDeluxe), and excellent doc¬ 
umentation. If you want a site with a little 
more glamour, PageMill lets you easily 
build tables (for making Web pages look 
more like printed ones), frames (for better 
navigation), forms (for collecting infor¬ 
mation), and even Java scripts (for things 
like visitor counters and tickers). PageMill 
comes with 10,000 pieces of clip media and 
a copy of Photoshop LE. 

Best Feature: Ease of use, thanks to its 
fine interface and great documentation. 
Biggest Drawback: If you don’t start 
with a template, the process takes time. 
Adobe, 800-888-6293, www.adobe.com; 
Mac and Windows CD, $99. 

Home Page 3.0 

0 Home Page 3.0 lets Mac and 
Windows 95 users build simple 
pages from 2500 pieces of clip art 
and 45 site templates, or build more com¬ 
plicated pages using frames, forms, and ta¬ 
bles. Stick with the templates and clip art, 
and you can have a simple site up and run¬ 
ning in less than an hour, testers said. 
However, the program’s best feature — its 
simple integration with the database pro¬ 
gram FileMaker Pro — is important to 
only a small fraction pf families building 
Web sites. The database integration lets 
people working from home build pages 
that sell items directly from a database 
they’ve already created, or allows families 
to collect information from people who fill 
out forms at their Web site. 

Best Feature: Support for FileMaker 
Pro 4.0 databases and building forms. 
Biggest Drawback: Its strengths appeal 
to a limited audience. 

FileMaker, 800-544-8554, www.filemaker 
.com; Mac and Windows CD, $99. 

Visual Page 2.0 

0 Visual Page 2.0 gives you a 
choice of two ways to work: You 
can lay out pages as if you were 
using a word processor to build a report (it 
has a nifty drag-and-drop text feature), or 
you can use the program as you would a 
more graphical desktop publisher. Visual 
Page has good site management tools, plus 


12,000 pieces of clip media. The problem, 
said testers, is that while Visual Page is ooz¬ 
ing with features, it offers no simple way to 
build a quick-and-easy site. 

Best Featu re: You can lay out Web pages 
the way you would use a word processor or 
publishing program. 

Biggest Drawback: Tough learning 
curve and spotty documentation. 
Symantec, 800-441-7234, www.symantec 
.com; Windows 95 CD, $99.95. 

Internet/Intranet Design 
Shop Gold 32 Bit 

0 Design Shop Gold is an un¬ 
usual hybrid: It’s a Web design 
program that also does a little 
desktop publishing (letters, calendars, 
cards, and more). In addition to the Web 
page tools common to other programs in 
this price range — tables, forms, and so on 
— you get an image editor and an ani¬ 
mated GIF creator for building simple an¬ 
imations. Family testers said those who like 
to explore will find lots of power here; 
those who are looking for a program that’s 
simple to navigate should look elsewhere. 
Best Feature: It allows you to do more 
than build Web pages. 

Biggest Drawback: Inadequate inte¬ 
gration of components. 

Boomerang Software, 617-489-3000, www 
.boomerangsoftware.com; Windows 95 CD, 
$99. 

Web Easy 

0 Family tester John Beaty of 
Lincoln, Nebraska, summed up 
Web Easy for all the testers who 
played with it: “It is very basic,” he said. 
If all you want to do is post a few photos 
and some text on the Web, Web Easy may 
be all you need. It has more than 30 tem¬ 
plates, plus 50,000 pieces of clip art. While 
testers found it rewarding to build a sim¬ 
ple site in less than an hour, they soon 
found that they wanted to do more but 
were unable to. 

Best Feature: Easiest Web page builder 
we tested. 

Biggest Drawback: Limited options for 
creating, editing, and managing pages. 
Ixla, 800-489-6704, www.ixla.com; Win¬ 
dows CD, $49. 
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A Whole New Generation 
of Fun! "Si 


All New Software 

Remember the fun you had with LEGO* bricks? Now, With our creative games, your children's virtual 

with our new generation of computer games, your building and competitive gaming skills will be 

children will experience the exciting new world of challenged by fun and imaginative activities. All 
LEGO - a world that transforms the LEGO brick sys- three games provide innovative fun for kids... 
tern into 3D virtual excitement. Wouldn't you like to be a kid again? 



www.lego.com 


LEGO Creator 
Ages 8+ 


PC CD-ROM Windows 95/98 


Available at your favorite software or toy retailer, or call: 1-800-453-4652 






But every detail will be crystal clear 
when you print your own pictures. 









Take Pictures. Further . 1 


The difference is 
KODAK digital. 



KODAK Picture Card 

Think of it as a reusable 
roll Of Hinitfll film Thp ft 


KODAK Inkjet 
Photo Greeting 
Card Paper 

Personalize holiday, 
birthday, and special 
greeting cards with 
your own photos. 
Works with all popular 
inkjet printers. 


Simple Computer Connection 

Hook the camera up to your 
computer so you can print 
your pictures or e-mail them 
to friends and family. 


Immediate Color Display 

Gives you an immediate preview of your 
pictures. Save the ones you like. Delete 
the ones you don't. Getting great pictures 
is as easy as that. 


Megapixel Quality 


Why wait to own 
the digital difference 
from KODAK? You can 
have it at this price 
from November 1. 


For more information visit us on the web at www.kodak.com/go/detail 
or call 1-800-KODAK-22, or stop by one of the following stores: 


CIRCUIT CITY qjgg&Sk 



COMPm 


© Eastman Kodak Company, 


Take Pictures. 









FamilyPC 

Computer 

Survival 

Guide 

By Alfred Poor 
and Bob Ryan 


PC 

Perils 


Your family PC may be faster than a speeding bullet and able to 
crunch huge spreadsheets in a single bound, but it’s also vul¬ 
nerable to a host of perils that make kryptonite seem like Silly 
Putty. From nasty viruses to clumsy 
kids, you have lots to worry about as 
you try to keep your PC trouble-free. 

In the belief that knowledge is power, 
we present PC Perils, a guide to all the 
things that can go wrong with your 
family computer and what you can do 
about them — both before and after the 
fact. By following our easy, commonsense recommendations, you 
can ward off most of the dangers to your Windows or Mac ma¬ 
chine and more easily handle the problems that do arise. You’ll 
spend less time working on your computer and more time mak¬ 
ing it work for you. So don’t be caught unprepared: Face your PC 
perils with the knowledge and tools you need to come out on top. 


Keep your 
family computer 
safe from ills, 
spills, and DLLs 
that go bump 
in the night 
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L OH, NO... NOT 
> ANOTHER VIRUS 






1. Use brain. 


C Gigan tps Brainious 3 


% ^ * ( 



Check out Dr. Brain 
on the Web at 

[www.drbrain. coml 


It takes more than mere muscle mass to whoop a robot 

in the all-new Dr. Brain™ Thinking Games: IQ Adventure 
CD-ROM game! Survival depends on outwitting, Outsmarting, 
and outplaying over ID unnatural species by solving hundreds 
of-puzzles in 15 mind-bending missions. Go online with the 
AdventureLirtk™ feature and hook up with up to 4 players 
FREE* on the Internet. Then, challenge them to an all-out 
battle of the brains. Are you smart enough to survive? 











2. Outsmart; 
alien forces. 


Cbockus «U*c|f(JU&3 


£plantu* DueLheatHous ] 


C Cyclopsiuc ,Hetattoos 3 


FIG. B 






The Ultimate 
Protection 


To ensure that you never lose 
data from a hard disk crash or 
any other cause, you should have 
a copy of the contents of your 
hard disk. Such a copy - called a 
backup - ensures that you can 
reconstitute your applications and 
data on new hardware in the 
event that your hard disk is fried. 
You can back up your hard disk 
to floppy disks, removable media 
disks such as Zip, Jaz, and Spanq, 
writable optical discs such as 
CD-R and CD-RW, or tape. 
Initially, you perform a full 
backup, which copies the entire 
contents of your hard disk. After 
that, you need only perform 
incremental backups, which copy 
the files that have changed since 
your last backup. 

How often you perform a 
backup depends on how you use 
your computer. For general fami¬ 
ly use, once per week is enough. 
If you work at home, you need 
daily backups. 


HOW TO POPGB A 

PtSH CRASH 


/■V you turn on your Windows computer 
I and get a message that it can’t find a boot 
device. Your computer is telling you: 

A. No more computer soccer for you. 

B. Your hard drive is toast. 

As this is an article about PC perils, you’ve prob¬ 
ably guessed that the answer is B. (For a Mac user, 
the telltale sign is being greeted at start-up by a 
flashing question mark instead of a smiley face.) 
Of course, a hard disk crash is no laughing matter; 
you could lose months or years of work. 

Although it is possible to recover from a hard 
disk crash — or at least to recover your files — the 
best way to deal with a crash is to prevent it. Your 
best preventive tool is a utility that scans your hard 
disk to detect and fix errors. Both Windows and 
the Mac come with disk scanning utilities (Scan¬ 
Disk and Disk First Aid, respectively) that you can 
use to keep your hard disk error-free. You can also 
buy commercial disk utilities such as Norton Util¬ 
ities (www.symantec.com) and Hard Drive Me¬ 
chanic (www.uglyware.com), which not only scan 
your disk but also have powerful crash recovery 
features. Don’t lose valuable data because you ne¬ 
glected your hard disk. 


Speed Up Your Hard Disk 

If programs and files don’t load as fast as they 
used to, you need to defrag your hard disk. 
Your computer stores files on your hard disk 
in chunks. If you create and delete a lot of files, 
the chunks that make up an individual file may 
not be next to each other on the disk. If you 
have lots of files scattered in this way, your disk 
performance slows noticeably. 

Defrag — short for defragment — is a 
process that finds the scattered chunks of files 
and orders them sequentially on your hard 
disk. Once that’s done, the read mechanism 
barely has to move to load a file, so the load 
time decreases. The result is much faster sys¬ 
tem performance. 

To defrag the hard disk of your Windows 
system, use the Disk Defragmenter utility 
found in the Programs/Accessories/System 
Tools folder. The Mac doesn’t have a built-in 
defrag utility; you need a commercial one, 
such as the Speed Disk program that comes 
with Norton Utilities. 



The Thorough test checks the physical sur¬ 
face of your disk for hard errors - spots on 
the hard disk that can no longer hold data. 
A Thorough test can take an hour or more, 
depending on your system’s speed and your 
hard disk's size. 


If you select this option, ScanDisk fixes any 
errors it finds based on the settings you se¬ 
lect on the Advanced screen. Otherwise, the 
program stops whenever it finds an error. 


Select the disks you want to scan. Scan¬ 
Disk can check all writable disks in your 
system, even removable media disks. 


The Standard test checks the disk for file 
system errors. Run this test once a week 
or after any system crash. 


P Automatically wots 


Files and Convert to Files under Lost File Frag¬ 
ments. Examine the resulting files to see if 
they are files you need. For your weekly 
cleanup, select the Delete and Free options, 
respectively. 


The Advanced options let you indicate how 
ScanDisk should deal with errors. After a disk 
crash, select Make Copies under Cross-Linked 
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J. D.POWER 


Get on the Internet today with fast, reliable Microsoft® technology. Thousands of 
modems added every month, speeds of up to 56k, and Microsoft® Internet Explorer 4 
software make MSN the fast choice for Internet access. 


MSN Internet Access was designed exclusively for your Windows® 95 or 98-based PC. 
And MSN Internet Access is part of the network of Internet services from Microsoft at 
MSN.cOm-THE place to get stuff done on the Web. 


Start right now, and get an entire month of unlimited MSN Internet Access — FREE* 
Then if you agree that it’s the best way to the Internet, do nothing to keep getting 
unlimited Internet access for just $19.95 a month. See offer details at registration. 


Take MSN’"' Internet 
Access for a spin and 
get a chance to WIN 
a 1999 Corvette " 
plus hundreds of 
Instant prizes." Go to 
http://fastlane.msn.com 
today to see 
[ li $aStiS you’re a 

winner. 


Try it all free—it’s easy to get started right now! 


or call 1-800-211-2120, dept. 5790 
for your free software. 




















Antivirus Software 


These antivirus utilities operate 
in the background to give you 
ongoing protection against 
computer viruses. 

Dr. Solomon’s Anti-Virus Deluxe; 
Network Associates, 888-377- 
6566, www.drsolomon.com; 
Windows CD, $59.95. 

IBM Desktop Edition AntiVirus; 
IBM, 800-742-2493, 
www.ibm.com; 
Windows disk, $49. 

McAfee VirusScan 4.0; Network 
Associates, 408-988-3832, 
www.nai.com; 
Windows 95/98 CD, $49.95. 

Norton AntiVirus 5.0 for Win¬ 
dows; Symantec, 800-441-7234, 
www.symantec.com; Windows 
95/98 and NT CD, $49.95. 

Norton AntiVirus 5.0 for Macin¬ 
tosh; Symantec, 800-441-7234, 
www.symantec.com; 
Mac CD, $69.95. 

PC-cillin 3.0; Touchstone 
Software, 800-531-0450, 
www.touchstonesoftware.com; 
Windows CD, $39.95. 


72 


'HOW TO PRBVBUT A 

VIRUS ATTACK 


ilomputer virus is a scary name for a nasty 
1/beast — a snippet of program code that 
can creep into your computer system and do any¬ 
thing from sending annoying messages to your 
screen to reformatting your hard disk, thus de¬ 
stroying its contents. If you use a floppy disk from 
an infected system or download an infected pro¬ 
gram from the Web, you put your data at risk. 

As with real-life infections, the best approach 
to computer viruses is to avoid contracting them 
in the first place. An antivirus program acts like 
a disinfectant and detects and removes dangerous 
viruses from files before you run them. If you 
don’t have an antivirus program, get one today. 

If you do get a virus in your system, antivirus 
programs also have provisions to remove the in¬ 
fection. Be careful to follow the program’s in¬ 
structions to the letter, including booting your 
computer with a disk created on a computer that 
is known to be clear of infection. 

Note that these programs often can’t undo the 
damage to your files after a virus has wreaked its 
havoc, so the time to take action is now, before 
you have to deal with a virus in your system. For 
maximum protection, you should scan for virus¬ 
es at start-up or whenever your run a program or 


download something from the Internet. Check 
below to see how to set up your options in a typ¬ 
ical antivirus scanning program. 

Create an Emergency 
Boot Disk 

If you don’t have an emergency boot disk, go 
to your computer right now and create one. 
An emergency boot disk lets you load your 
operating system in the event that your hard 
disk crashes, so that you can try to recover the 
contents of your hard disk using a commer¬ 
cial utility. All antivirus programs let you cre¬ 
ate a boot disk. Until you get one, here’s how 
to do it now. 

From Windows 95/98, Select Start/Set- 
tings/Control Panel. From the Control Panel 
window, open Add/Remove Programs. Select 
the Startup Disk tab and follow the instruc¬ 
tions. Have a blank floppy disk handy. 

Macs come with a bootable CD-ROM, so 
a floppy start-up disk isn’t necessary. To boot 
from a CD-ROM, insert the disc into the CD- 
ROM drive and press c as your Mac starts up. 
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tion in audio. 


cJound Blaster® Live! " changes everything you know about audio. We will 
surround you with an Environmental Audio™ sound experience so amazingly 
real, it has to be Live! Create new experiences with a wealth of breakthrough 
Environm t I technology. Modify any sound source 
^ Audio " ' n real ' time usin 2 amazing audio special 

X- V by creative" effects like flanger, pitch shifter, echo, 

and distortion. Record and playback 

So Real It Has To Be Live! crystaWear audio using induded 

digital inputs and outputs. Hear audio with more clarity and vibrance than 
you’ve ever heard before with hardware accelerated audio streams and multiple 
speaker support. Experience the ultimate in gaming with Environmental 
Audio™ support in the coolest new games. Not only will Sound Blaster® 
Live!™ make your existing games and legacy audio sound clearer, it will 
be like hearing them for the first time. It’s the audio thrill of a lifetime. 

To maximize your true surround-sound experience, add the Cambridge 
SoundWorks® PCWorks FourPointSurround" Cambridge 
speaker system. It uses four discrete amplified )UNDWORKS 

speakers and a separate powered subwoofer to 
produce effective surround audio — regardless 
of room acoustics, player head position, or "wmrm vlj 11 

speaker placement. Now you can experience 
truly immersive 3D audio on your PC. 

PCWorks FourPointSurround 

Sound Blaster® Live!™ features: 

> Hollywood-quality re-creation with an astounding -120dB noise floor > E-mu®’s most 
powerful audio processor with 1,000+MIPS and 8-point interpolation > Digital I/O card 
for easy connection to music keyboards and digital audio recorders > Environmental 
Audio™ enhances all audio content from the past, present, and future > The LiveiWare 
program provides upgrades over life of product > Hundreds of cool new and upcoming 
titles with Environmental Audio™ support 

Cambridge SoundWorks® PCWorks FourPointSurround™ features: 

> Four compact satellite speakers and a powered subwoofer > Rear surround speakers 
can be placed anywhere with the included tripod stands and wall mounting accessories 

> In-line master volume control for all four satellite speakers and subwoofer > Delivers 
discrete 4-channel surround audio with Microsoft® DirectSound®3D and Creative’s 
Environmental Audio™ supported games 


BLASTER . 
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o amazingly 


www.soundblaster.com/experience/ 


"With the abilityto K 
Ho feal-tihie effects, § 

<i bevypf digital , 1 
/ connectorst and . 

buddihg support fSr FAX , 

1 the In ye! isa. wipnel..."' , ! ! 

—r Maxiipuifi P ( C, petober 1990 
Maximum PC Verdict 10 


“Sound quality that’s nearly 
ini possible to match 
at this price... ED IIOD S' 

Possibly the best 1 
buy in PC audio.’’ APJJtL 
— PC Gamer, October 1998 
PCWorks ’ FourPointSurround' 
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Sbund Blaster Live f ! —L the n 
powerful sound card ever! 
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Banshee 


buckle up and brace yourself for the visual ride of your life! 3D Blaster® 
Banshee explodes with rocket-fast 2D performance, startling 3D frame rates, 
and break-neck video acceleration with an absolutely out-of-this-world price. 

Its screaming speed comes from the 128-bit 
3Dfx Voodoo Banshee " processor, which includes 
a 3D engine based on the Voodoo2 A full 16MB 
of 100MHz synchronous memory and a 250MHz 
RAMDAC give you ultra-high resolution and 
millions of colors. With DirectX' 1 , Glide®, and 
3Dfx OpenGL drivers, tuned for compatibility with the widest range of applications 
and games, this affordable, easy-to-install graphics accelerator is a must for every 
PC. It’s a gamer’s dream come true and it doesn’t break the bank! 

Graphics Blaster® RIVA TNT " delivers blood-curdling performance. It’s packed 
with workstation power whether you’re a hard-core gamer or a hot-shot 3D 
designer. An ultra-wide, 128-bit memory 
architecture synchronous memory supported 
by aTwiN-Texel, 32-bit color 2D/3D engine 
that has all the toys: bump mapping, multiple 
texturing, and even full-scene anti-aliasing. 

Whether you need to work with incredible 
precision or play games with liquid-smooth speed, Graphics Blaster" RIVA TNT' 
is what you’ve been waiting for. 

3D Blaster® Banshee features: 

> Complete 2D/3D graphics solution based on the new Voodoo Banshee " chipset 
from 3Dfx Interactive® > Features a full 128-bit graphics engine andVoodoo2“ 3D 
rendering technology > 16MB of SDRAM and 250MHz DAC deliver awe-inspiring 
resolutions, rock-solid refresh rates, and stunning visual quality > Boosts your PC’s 
performance and provides compatibility with the widest range of applications and 
games in a single, cost effective upgrade 

Graphics Blaster® RIVA TNT™ features: 

> World-class 2D/3D,and video acceleration using the RIVA TNT ” processor from nVIDIA® 

> Ultra-wide, high speed 128-bit memory architecture and TwiN-Texel 3D pipeline deliver 
mind-numbing speed in virtually any application > 16MB 125MHz synchronous memory 
and a powerful 250MHz DAC provide incredibly high resolutions and refresh rates for 
brilliant, vivid images > Perfect platform for the power-user, gamer or graphic designer 

www.soundblaster.com/experience/ 


“Aftet mercilessly putting our 
3D Blaster through 
its paces, we can EDIT OB S' 
happily and heartily 

recdmmend it.” : ! APJJ’JL 1 

— P£ Gambr, Hay 1998 
3D BlasterVoodoo2 
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Our graphics'line-up utilizes the hottest 
k chipset‘s available! 
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/I heart-pounding cinematic experience is no longer restricted to the 
big screen! Building on the award-winning success of Creative’s PC-DVD™ 

_products, PC-DVD™ Encore 5X brings the 

^ jt'J digital difference right to your home. Complete 

ri'H'Tn " with DynamicXtended Resolution™ (Dxr ™2) 
Technology enhanced resolution capabilities, 
^ iE — and Dolby® Digital audio for stunning picture 

^ * , ' and sound, PC-DVD" Encore 5X will knock 

_J i you off your feet! Movie playback is just the 

* 1 beginning. PC-DVD " also runs all your cool 

CDs. And it can access up to 17GB of information on a DVD-ROM. 

To ensure the ultimate live experience, simply add Cambridge SoundWorks® 

DeskTop Theater 5.1 speaker system. Cambridge 

Now you can experience truly explosive S0LJND\^3RKS 

movie theater Dolby® Digital surround 

sound with five independent speakers mmma., 

and a subwoofer without the high cost 1| i !l!ff l Bll l|_ 

of a Dolby 1 Digital receiver. Like any p. » * r— 

great film, words hardly do justice to I P v f 1 

the PC-DVD " Encore 5X and the 

DeskTop Theater™ 5.1 speaker system. DeskTop Theater 5.1 

PC-DVD™ Encore 5X features: 

> DVD player for your TV - The Dxr™2 board comes with high-quality S-video 
and composite outputs to connect to your TV > DVD player for your PC - a 
high-definition, resolution-enhanced DVD player on your PC monitor in a fully 
resizable window > 3rd Generation DVD-ROM drive screaming at 5x DVD speed 

> Dxr “2 movie picture enhancer is comparable or better than some expensive 
line-doublers > Accesses up to 25 times more information than a CD-ROM 

Cambridge SoundWorks® DeskTop Theater™ 5.1 features: 

> Delivers movie theater sound with Dolby® Digital 5.1 and Dolby Surround® audio 
with PC-DVD " or consumer DVD players > Dolby® Digital decoder amplifier with 
five discrete compact satellite speakers and subwoofer. No separate receiver required 

> Creative Multi-Speaker Surround™ upmixes stereo to 5.1-channel surround audio 

> With Sound Blaster® Live!™, it delivers discrete 4-channel surround audio with 
Microsoft® DirectSound “3D and supported Environmental Audio™ games 

www.soundblaster.com/experience/ 
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“Exceptional quality... 
pictitre quality is 1 fab, 
on both the PC and Wc[nejj? 
television monitors .”, 

— C/NET, February 1998 
5-Star Gameworthy Review, 
PC-DVD Encore Dxr -2 
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PC-DVD"" Encore 5x is the best way to I 


the Live! experience. 

jaDUdUdcfxa diqi bai 7 







Go 


Live the experience! 
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e’re changing the way you think about your gear. We call it the Live! experience. It’s a totally different 
way to interact with your PC. It’s a totally different way to stimulate your senses. Transform your ordinary 
PC into an extraordinary play center at an incredibly affordable price! Head on down to your local dealer 
and bring your PC to life TODAY! 
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P roduct 

> Sound Blaster® Live!" 

> Sound Blaster® Live! " Value 

> Sound Blaster PC1128 


> 3D Blaster Banshee (AGP & PCI) 

> Graphic Blaster RIVATNT " (AGP & PCI) 

> 3D Blaster Voodoo2 ” 12MB 


Price 


> PC-DVD Encore 5X 

> PC-DVD Encore Dxr'“2 


> DeskTop Theater 5.1 

> PCWorks FourPointSurround 

> SoundWorks® 

> PCWorks 
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HOW TO AVOIC7 A 

PC MGLTPOWN 


A personal computer provides 
#1 a feast for your senses, with gor¬ 
geous 3-D graphics for your eyes, lifelike 
positional sound for your ears, and even 
force feedback for your hands (with the 
right game controller). Once your nose 
gets involved, however, watch out: The 
only smell you ever get out of a PC is the 
odor of burned-out components. This 
can signal a big repair bill or even the end 
of your system. 

In normal use, the biggest dangers to 
the components inside your PC are ex¬ 
cessive heat and bad power. The former 
can cause intermittent problems and 
eventually lead to the failure of impor¬ 
tant components; the latter can fry your 
system in milliseconds. You have to pro¬ 
tect your computer from both, which 
means you need to buy power protection 
equipment and put your computer in a 
place where it is less likely to encounter 
environmental dangers. 


Spring Cleaning 

The fans inside your computer system are a mixed 
blessing: On the plus side, they move air over heat¬ 
generating components, helping to keep your system 
cool. But they also concentrate dust both on the fans 
and inside your CPU case, which can cause heat 
buildup. To get the maximum benefit from the fans, 
you need to clean out the dust at least twice a year. 

Go to your local computer or office supply store 
and buy a mini-vacuum cleaner and a can of com¬ 
pressed air. With these in hand, unplug your com¬ 
puter and open its case. Once it’s open, be sure to 
touch the power supply periodically to discharge 
chip-frying static electricity. 

Use the compressed air to clean dust from chips, 
circuit boards, and fan blades. The compressed air 
helps to clump the dust particles together, making 
it easier to pick them out or vacuum them up. 

With a clean system, your fans will do a better job 
keeping things cool. 



Power Protectors 

Road Warrior Survival Kit Plus 
includes surge protection for 
mobile computers. 
1-800-Batteries, 800-228-8374, 
www.1800Batteries.com; $39. 

Back-UPS and Back-UPS Pro 
battery-backed power and 
SurgeArrest surge protectors. 
American Power Conversion, 
800-877-4080, www.apcc.com; 
$39 to $170. 

Power99 and Power2000 UPS 
products. CyberPower, 877-297- 
6937, www.cyberpowersystems 
.com; $109 to $220. 

SmartSockets surge protectors. 
Kensington, 800-535-4242, 



A surge suppressor or UPS (uninterruptible power 
supply) filters your AC power and offers protection 
from harmful power surges and spikes that can liter¬ 
ally melt electronic components. The added benefit 
of a UPS is that it provides battery power in the 
event of a blackout. 


If your PC is located near a window, use blinds or 
shades to keep direct sunlight off the system. 


Leave space behind and above your system and 
monitor for air to freely circulate. Don't stack papers, 
disks, or anything else on top of any computer com¬ 
ponent. 


Locate your PC where it is as free as possible from 
dust, dirt, pollen, and pet hair. Such contaminants 
coat the components inside your PC, interfering with 
the cooling action of your PC’s fans. 


www.kensington.com; 

$17 to $30. 

Internet Office UPS products. 
Tripp Lite, 773-869-1111, 
www.tripplite.com; 

$109 to $239. 
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When in Doubt, Don’t 

Never just delete an applica¬ 
tion and its folder from Windows 
Explorer - always use the unin¬ 
stall option that comes with the 
program in its Start Program 
group. If that’s not available, try 
the Add/Remove Programs 
feature in Control Panel. If 
Add/Remove Programs encoun¬ 
ters a file that may be shared by 
another program, it will ask you 
whether you want to delete the 
shared file. Just say no, because 
there’s no easy way to be cer¬ 
tain that no other program uses 
it. The only exception to this rule 
is when the file in question is 
located in the folder that be¬ 
longs solely to the program 
you’re deleting; in this case, you 
can probably delete it safely. 
If you ever have to delete a 
file that you’re not sure you can 
get rid of, copy it to a floppy 
disk before you erase it from 
your hard disk, so you’ll have it 
just in case you need it again. 


POUT GST BURIBP 

BY PUB GLUT 


/■V I ike clothes hangers multiplying in the 
Lrecesses of your closet, files seem to mul¬ 
tiply when you’re not looking. As a result, your 
new multi-gigabyte hard drive, which seemed as 
boundless as outer space when you first bought it, 
now has the nerve to report that it has “insuffi¬ 
cient disk space.” You’ve been stung by file glut. 

Your disk space gets used up in lots of ways, 
and, in most cases, all you have to do is perform 
some routine housekeeping to keep your files 
under control. If you have files you’re not likely to 
need again — such as old letters or reports — 
then delete them or move them off your hard disk. 
If you’re a heavy Web user, delete the files in your 
page cache every once in a while to free more disk 
space. If you download lots of programs, create 
a temporary folder for download files as you check 
them out. If you decide to keep them, move them 
to another folder. Just make sure you periodical¬ 
ly delete everything that’s left behind in the down¬ 
load folder. 

If there are programs you don’t use anymore, 
get rid of them. Check the Start menu to see if 
they have their own uninstall program. If they 
don’t, try the Add/Remove Programs feature of 
the Control Panel (which you’ll find in My Com¬ 
puter) to delete them. As a final resort, spend the 
money for a commercial uninstall utility such as 


Uninstaller or CleanSweep. 

Another form of clutter that can choke your 
hard disk is stray temporary files, which typical¬ 
ly get stranded when your computer crashes or 
someone turns off the computer without first ex¬ 
iting correctly. These files can take up inordinate 
amounts of disk space. You can track them down 
using the Windows Find File feature (Start/Find 
File). Be sure to close all other programs first, and 
remember to empty your Recycle Bin after you 
delete any files. 


Unlimited Storage 



If you simply need more storage room on your computer, 
consider a removable media drive. It’s great for making 
backups and storing large files, such as image files and 
video clips. Here’s a sample of your choices. 

Drive 

Media 

capacity 

Drive 

cost 

Media cost 
per MB 

Iomega Zip 

100MB 

$100 

$0.10 

LS-120 

120MB 

$200 

$0.11 

CD-RW 

6S0MB 

$350 

$0.02 

Syquest Sparq 

1.0GB 

$200 

$0.04 

DVD-RAM 

5.2GB 

$500 

$0,006 



Open Find File by choosing 
Start, then Find, and then Files 
or Folders. 


Search for *.tmp and -*.* in 
the Named box, as this will find 
most temporary files. (The 
is a wild card that will match 
any combination of characters.) 


To ensure that Find searches 
your entire disk, make sure to 
check Include subfolders. 


To delete a file, just highlight it 
and press the Delete key. If the 
file is in use, you’ll get an error 
message. 
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Big Screen Excitement for Your Ears 



PRESENTING YAMAHA 

'MPSJEFORCE" 19&XS 

PCI SOUNDCARD 


We know the sound of alien carnage splattered around the walls of a multi- 
channeled surround sound movie theater gets your adrenal glands pumping. Now you 
can get that kind of intensity right out of your PC with the Yamaha WaveForce 192 XG 
PCI Soundcard. a 

3D positional audio, downloadable sounds, an advanced 
wavetable synthesizer, incredible sound effects, 676 sounds + I 

21 drum kits and easy installation make destroying entire alien 
civilizations a full on blast. 

For the best in sound quality, get the WaveForce 192 XG. 

As for the monitor... you're on your own. 


©YAMAHA 


SO U N D C A R D S' ft-'felll't.yi M-E'D-VlT S P'E a]Fe R S « CD-R E WR ITA B L E RECORDER S • HEADPHONES 

H Available at^^M 


COM PUSA iPom putAbilit v jg 


ffi ligerDirect 


...and other fine retailers. 







A few simple rules will greatly 
reduce the possibility that your 
kids could accidentally damage 
your family computer. 

• No food or drink next to the 
computer. Even if it misses the 
computer and keyboard, a spill 
can damage disks and 
CDs nearby. 

• Don’t touch the monitor glass. 
If you want to point out some¬ 
thing, keep your finger off the 

glass, because even the natural 
oils on your finger (not to men¬ 
tion peanut butter and other 
substances) can disturb the 
antiglare coating and leave 
visible smudges. 

• Wash your hands before com¬ 
puting. Peanut butter and jelly 
not only can jam the keyboard, 
they can also render disks and 
CD-ROMs unreadable and can 
possibly damage your floppy or 

CD-ROM drive. 

• Put away any CD-ROM that’s 

not in use. In spite of their 
rugged appearance, CD-ROMs 
are susceptible to damage. If 
you scratch the data side, you 
make it difficult or impossible 
for the drive to read the data. 
And a scratch on the label side 
can permanently ruin a disc. 


They’re small and cute, and you love 
w I them dearly, but you’d have to be out of 
your mind to let your kids have their way with 
your computer. A small spill here, an accidental 
bump there, and you could be looking at lost files 
or damaged components. Because you’re the adult 
in this situation, you’ve got to establish the rules 
that govern the use of the family computer. 

One thing you can’t do is keep your kids away 
from the computer system. Not only is that unfair, 
it’s downright impossible. Kids are drawn to a 
computer like moths to a flame, so you have to 
make sure neither the kids nor the family com¬ 
puter gets burned. 

Preschoolers don’t need rules; they need to be 
supervised whenever they are using the comput¬ 
er. With older kids, make sure they understand the 
rules (see “House Rules”) before you give them 
unsupervised access to the family computer. 

Of course, accidents happen, so you can’t rely 
solely on rules. The products listed in “Keep It 
Clean” can help you avoid damage in the event 
of an accident and also give you the tools you need 
to clean up your system. 

Because it is the most prominent part of your 
system, the keyboard comes in for the most abuse. 


1 Before you clean your 
keyboard, turn your 
computer off. Next, write 
down the locations of the 
keys so you can put them 
back in the right places. 


2 Use a thin screwdriver 
or a butter knife to gen¬ 
tly pry up the rectangular 
keycaps. Don’t try to remove 
the Space Bar, Shift, Enter, 
or any other oversize keys - 
it can be difficult to put 
them back in place. 



If your keyboard is the victim of a spill, or if it just 
gets too sticky for comfort, use the steps below 
to give it a thorough cleaning. Your entire family 
will appreciate that. 

Keep It Clean 

Get the supplies you need to organize your 
work area and keep your computer clean. 

Floppy and CD-ROM cases or racks 
File racks with folders for each family member’s 
printouts 

Keyboard and mouse dust covers 
CD-ROM drive cleaner kit 
Floppy drive cleaner kit 
Monitor spray cleaner with wipes 
Mini vacuum cleaner 
Basic computer toolkit 

Look for computer cleaning supplies at the 
following online locations: 

Altex Computers & Electronics, www.altex.com 
Computer Gate, www.computergate.com 
Cyberguys, www.cyberguys.com 
Dalco Electronics, www.dalco.com 


3 If liquid is present, sop 
it up with a paper towel. 
Use compressed air to re¬ 
move hair, dust, and other 
loose materials. If you find 
built-up gunk, use a mild 
household cleaner on a cot¬ 
ton swap to clean it up. 

4 Gently but firmly press 
each keycap back in 
place, following the layout 
in your diagram. 
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m LIVE p cture 



ING PC SOFTWARE RETAILERS: 
photos and turn them into spectar 
ional-quality marketing materials 


IT'S YOU AND THE LOONEY TUNES”...TOGETHER AT LAST! 

LivePix LOONEY TUNES Photo Print Studio 




LivePix 2.0 Deluxe: 
LivePix SOHO: 


www.livepicture.com 











Conflict Catchers 


Once installed, these programs 
monitor your system and at¬ 
tempt to avert crashes before 
they occur. Most also include 
disk scanning and 
other functions. 

Nuts & Bolts 98; Network 
Associates, 408-988-3832, 
www.nai.com; Windows 3.1 and 
95/98 CD, $39.95. 

First Aid 98; Network 
Associates, 310-664-5000, 
www.cybermedia.com; Windows 
95/98 CD, $39.95. 

Conflict Catcher 8; Casady and 
Greene, 800-359-4920, 
www.casadyg.com; 
Mac CD, $79.95. 

Norton CrashGuard 4.0; Syman¬ 
tec, 800-441-7234, 
www.symantec.com; Windows 
95/98 CD, $49.95. 

Norton Utilities for Macintosh 
4.0; Symantec, 800-441-7234, 
www.symantec.com; 
Mac CD, $99.95. 


Alfred Poor is a 

FamilyPC contributing 
editor, and Bob Ryan 
is a senior editor. 
Contact them at 
alfred_poor@zd. com 
and robert_ryan@ 
zd.com, respectively. 
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CONFLICTS 


/■S It happens to the best of us: You pre- 
Icisely follow the installation instruc¬ 
tions for the new hardware or software you’ve 
just bought, only to have your system go hay¬ 
wire when you try to use it. You’re in the grip 
of one of the toughest problems to deal with 
as a computer owner: the dreaded configur¬ 
ation conflict. 

Though a configuration conflict often re¬ 
sults in one or more calls to tech support or 
a trip to a repair center, you can take measures 
to deal with it. If you’re using a Macintosh, 
hold down the Shift key while restarting your 
system so you disable all system extensions. 
Then use the Extensions Manager control 
panel to selectively activate the various exten¬ 
sions until the problem recurs. You then know 
that the last extension you reactivated is the 
one causing the conflict, so you can remove it. 

On a Windows machine, your first sign of 
a configuration conflict is when your system 
boots into a special diagnostic mode, called 
safe mode. Before resorting to tech support, 
use the suggestions below to try to resolve the 
problem on your own. 


Take Stock 


Sooner or later, you’re going to run across a 
software or hardware problem you can’t solve. 
When it happens, the more information you 
can give the tech-support or repair person, the 
better chance he or she has of solving the prob¬ 
lem. One particularly useful item you can sup¬ 
ply is an inventory of the system components. 

With Windows 95, run the System Control 
Panel and select the Device Manager tab. Click 
on Print and select All devices and system sum¬ 
mary. Then click on OK. 

Under Windows 98, run System Information 
from the Programs/Accessories/System Tools 
folder. Then highlight the information you 
want to print. Warning: If you simply select 
Print and output everything, you could be 
looking at 80 or more pages of output. 

On a Mac, you can get basic system informa¬ 
tion by selecting About This Macintosh (or About 
the Computer). The Extensions Manager Con¬ 
trol Panel gives a list of installed extensions. 



If the problem is caused by recently installed drivers - or by old drivers - select the 
offending hardware in Device Manager and click on the Properties button. From the 
Properties window, select the Driver tab to change software drivers. 


Windows will start up in safe mode if it 
detects a serious conflict in your system. 
To start safe mode manually, press F8 
while your computer is starting up and 
select that mode from the list of options. 


If your conflict occurs after installing a 
new piece of hardware, check the 
System Control Panel to discover which 
device settings are in conflict. Use the 
control panel to reconfigure one of the 
devices to remove the conflict, or remove 
one of the conflicting devices from the 
system. 


If you start having problems after 
installing new software, use an unin¬ 
staller supplied with the software or the 
Add/Remove Programs Control Panel to 
remove the offending software until you 
can contact tech support. 
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more? Visit microsoft.com/SideWinder 
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Say hello to Microsoft ' Sidewinder" Precision Pro and Game Pad. Your one-way ticket 
to better play. Unbeatably accurate and reliable, you'll command the game in a way 
you’ve only dreamed about. Of course, buttons can be fully customized. And with 
their ergonomic design, you’ll find the buttons exactly where you want them. At 
your fingertips and under your thumb. The perfect place to kick some serious butt. 
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Online Support 

Check out these sites, offer¬ 
ing automatic updates for 
your applications and soft¬ 
ware drivers. 

Oil Change; Cybermedia, 
310-664-5000, www.cyber- 
media.com; Windows 95/98 
CD, $39.95. 

TuneUp; Quarterdeck, 800- 
354-3222, store.quarterdeck 
.com; Windows 95/98 CD, 
$39.95. 


Utility Suites 

Great packages for one-stop utility 
shopping 

In the past six months, Symantec, Network As¬ 
sociates, and Quarterdeck have announced util¬ 
ity suites that incorporate their stand-alone util¬ 
ity packages into comprehensive software toolkits 
for PC owners. The suites also provide a common 
interface so you can move easily from one utili¬ 
ty to another. Here’s what you get in each suite. 

Quarterdeck's Utility Pack 

Quarterdeck’s Utility Pack combines CleanSweep, 
Crash Defender Deluxe, and ViruSweep in one 
package. It also includes a one-year subscription 


to TuneUp.com, where you can get automatic 
drive updates. QuarterDeck, 800-354-3222, store 
.quarterdeck.com; Windows 95/98 CD, $59.95. 

McAfee Office 

McAfee Office consists of 10 utilities, including 
ViruScan, Nuts & Bolts 98, First Aid 98, Unin¬ 
staller, Guard Dog, 2000 ToolBox, and Oil 
Change. Network Associates, 408-988-3832, www 
.nai.com; Windows 95/98 CD, $99.95. 

Norton SystemWorks 

This package includes Norton Utilities, AntiVirus, 
CrashGuard, and a six-month subscription to 
Norton Web Services. Symantec, 800-441-7234, 
www.symantec.com; Windows 95/98 CD, $99. 
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If it weren’t for Family Tree Maker* 
I would never have found my family 



Using Family Tree Maker, Diana found her great-great grandparents 
Hannah & William Hunt Wilson. 


The Easiest & Most Complete Resource for Building Your Family Tree 


Dear Family Tree Maker, 

I became interested in genealogy because I never knew my 
ethnic heritage. The only ancestor name and location I knew 
of was that of my great-great grandfather, William Hunt Wilson 
who lived in Oregon. 

I then decided to purchase a genealogy program, and chose 
Family Tree Maker because of the Family Finder™ Index. 

I went home, loaded the program, did a search in the FamilyFinder 
Index using my great-great grandfather’s name, and it referenced 
a World Family Tree™ CD? I couldn’t believe my eyes! 

I found the name' ‘William Hunt Wilson’ ’ on the CD. The fam¬ 
ily tree was huge — hundreds of names! My name was not 
there, so I decided to contact the tree’s contributor to let her 
know that I found the connection. I left a message, and that 
night, I received the long-awaited call. The contributor, who is 
also my cousin, was screaming on the phone because she could 
not believe she had found me. I was part of a “long lost leg” 
that the family had not heard of for over 50 years! We 
laughed, we cried, and talked all night. And now, we have 
contact every day—either by phone or by email. 

A family reunion is scheduled to take place this Fall, 
thanks to Family Tree Maker. I never would have found my 
family if it weren’t for the program. 

Thank you! 

San Jose, CA \y 



AWARDS WON! 


FIND ANCESTORS GUARANTEED 

• FamilyFinder Index tells you exactly where to find information 
on your family 

• World Family Tree links people tracing the same family lines 

• Electronic “agents” search the Internet and send email when 
they find leads 

• Display results in professional quality family trees, family 
books, and reports 


^ Brederbund' 


'all us at 1-800-315-0669 or visit www.familytreemaker.com/fampc 









1-Grand Prize: A Family vacation to 
Disneyland and a complete N Vision 
Multimedia PC including an EZCam USB 
and Ulead Media Pro 5.0 software. 

1-First Place Prize - A complete 
N Vision Multimedia PC including an 
EZCam USB and Ulead Media Pro 5.0 
software. 

4 Second Place Prizes An 

EZCam USB and Ulead Media Pro 5.0 
software. 

4-Third Place Prizes - A one year 
subscription to Family PC 
To enter see the official rules included 
with your EZCam or on our web site at 

www.ezonics.com 


America's Best Video Mail 
contest is sponsored by: 

Ezonics FamihPC 

^ yi sioN 

EZCam USB is available at: 


fm laill 

egghead 

micro CcftuFT 


CLUB 

.pcclub.com 


Still Pictures 


Adjust picture and 
recording quality 


Send 

Family and Business Associ< 


Toll-Free Personal Response Center 
to answer all your questions. 


Video Mail you send requires no 
additional software to playback, 
just double click. 


Video conference over regular phone 
lines and the Internet. 


Capture Still Pictures and have fun 
with the included software. 


EZ plug & play installation. Just 
Plug EZCam into your USB port. 


Warning: Not all Video Mall Software Programs Are Equal. 

• EZCam Video Mail requires no special software on the receiving end. It's a self-executable file, 
just double click. Other cameras Video Mail programs require special software on the receiving 
their Video Mail. 

EZCam Video Mail also compresses the Video Mail file. The smaller the file size the easier to si 
and receive. Other cameras Video Mail software creates files up to 10 times larger than EZCam. 


Enter in 1 of 4 categories: 


monies 

we make high tech EZ 


V 


48521 Warm Springs Blvd. Suite 315, Fremont, CA 94539 • TEL: 510/668/0619 • Fax: 510/668/0929 


























TVs and PCs are colliding 
in America’s living rooms — what will 
the aftermath look like? 

By Gregg Keizer 


/ ' n the seemingly staid living rooms of America, a battle is brewing between the 
tried-and-true veteran (the TV) and the young upstart (the PC). What’s the prize? 
Your family’s attention and the right to occupy cherished space as the entertainment 
center of choice for your family. Already, hundreds of thousands of American families 
are blending the worlds of the PC and the TV and, in the process, changing the idea 
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of what the very words computer and television mean. 

Take Suzanne Vos, one of400,000 people nationwide who sub¬ 
scribe to WebTV, a set-top box and subscription service that de¬ 
livers the World Wide Web via the TV screen. Although there isn’t 
a personal computer anywhere in the house (70 percent of WebTV 
owners don’t own a PC), Suzanne, her husband, and her two 
teenagers can surf the 


That’s Fast Service 

Time it took to 
reach 50 million users: 

• Radio took 38 years. 

• TV took 13 years. 

• Web took 4 years. 

Source: Pittsburgh Post Gazette 


Web and send e-mail, 
just as if they had a 
PC jacked into the 
phone line. And they 
do it from the com¬ 
fort of the couch. 

“We use WebTV 

_ for e-mail, for enter¬ 
tainment, and for ed¬ 
ucation,” Vos said. “And from what I hear talking to my friends 
who own computers, I have a lot less trouble getting online. A lot 
less trouble.” 

If families like hers push a technology envelope, it’s an enve¬ 
lope that needs pushing. The TV, long the preeminent entertain¬ 
ment (and dare we say it, educational) machine in the home, is 
showing its age — the basic technology of television goes back 
more than 60 years. Today, in a world of instant, personalized in¬ 
formation from the World Wide Web, TV’s shortcomings are easy 
to spot: TV gives you what it wants to deliver, when it wants to 
show you; TV aims at millions, not just you and your family; and 
TV is slow to change. Except for news channels and live sports 
broadcasts, TV’s information is days, weeks, months out-of-date 
by the time it’s aired. The Web is more personal and immediate. 

But rather than simply overtake and leave the TV to sit astride 
the dustbin of history, the PC wants to glom onto it. The PC wants 
to become more like the TV. And in a note of high irony, TVs want 
to become more like PCs. 

How is this happening? Well, it’s happening in several ways si¬ 
multaneously. And for those waiting for the crash, we examine 
three paths that TVs and PCs are taking as they sometimes rush, 
sometimes stumble, toward a colossal collision in your living room. 


ABC, NBC, CBS, PBS,... and URL? 

What’s the tech nology: WebTV — a service available via a set¬ 
top box that lets you surf the Web with your TV. 

What does it do to TV: It adds easy Web access and TV- 
enhancing features such as interactive channel guides and pro¬ 
gram information. 

What does it do to PCs: It breaks the PC’s monopoly on Web 
access and offers an alternative, PC-less route to the Web. 

How much: $100 to $200. 


Easily the most recognizable name in the “PC meets TV” sweep- 
stakes (if you watch late-night cable, you’ve probably seen WebTV 
30-minute infomercials — WebTV Networks plans to spend $15 


million on national ads), WebTV boxes are, in fact, miniature 
computers. Inside Sony’s small WebTV Plus box, for example, 
is a 167-MHz processor, a 1.08GB hard drive, and a 56-kbps 
modem. On the box’s outside, you’ll find a printer port and in¬ 
frared sensors for remote or keyboard control. But WebTV’s com- 
puterness is hidden. There’s no Windows to boot, no software 
to install, no menus or commands to decipher. 

Once you plug it into your phone line and TV (the whole setup 
takes half an hour at most), WebTV becomes a dedicated Web¬ 
browsing machine. You use it as you would a browser-and- 
modem-equipped Windows or Mac system to head to Web sites 
and to send and receive e-mail. Its simplified interface doesn’t look 
anything like Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator (and is even 
easier to navigate than AOL), but it does let you bookmark fa¬ 
vorite sites, scroll up and down, and move backward and forward. 
And you can hook up Hewlett-Packard DeskJets from the 400 
or 600 series to print what you see on the screen. Monthly ac¬ 
cess fees range from $14.95 to $24.95 per month, depending on 
the WebTV model you buy and whether you use your own ISP or 
connect via WebTV’s access numbers. 

“It’s a lot easier to sit on the couch with your feet up and search 
the Net,” said Matt Roseboom, a WebTV Plus user from Marco 
Island, Florida. 



WebTV’s a great 
way to keep in contact 
with family and friends by 
spending a couple hundred dollars. 

-Suzanne Vos 
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But WebTV is more than an inexpensive way to get on the Web 
(the original WebTV Classic boxes cost about $100, but the newer 
and much more flexible WebTV Plus runs twice that). WebTV 
Plus lets you watch both TV and the Web simultaneously using 
picture-in-a-picture technology (even if your television set doesn’t 
have it built in). And its offline television program guide — which 
downloads daily to the system’s hard drive — organizes an entire 
week’s worth of TV shows. A click on any program in the guide 
gives you information about that show—the stars, the stats, and 
more — and switches your TV tuner to that channel. Sure beats 
channel surfing. 

Put a TV in Your PC 

What’s the technology: TV tuner cards for PCs. 

What does it do to TV: It delivers TV stations to your PC screen. 
What does it do to PCs: It allows you to watch or capture TV 
while you’re computing. 

How much: $100 to $200. 


Sure, you can go the WebTV route by pairing a puny PC with the 
television set that already dominates the family room. Or you can 
switch what goes where by pouring a TV into the computer. The 
obvious difference is location. While the TV — and thus WebTV 
— hangs out in the same room with a comfortable couch, the 
computer — and thus any TV on its screen — is likely tucked 
away in a spot too small for more than one to watch. But that may 
be exactly what you’re after. 

Blending TV and PC makes sense if: 

• You work at home or in the evenings and want access to TV 
for work (you watch CNN all day long) or entertainment 
(watch the ball game while you write that report). 

• Your kid has a computer in his bedroom or dorm room but 
not enough space for a TV, too. 

• You want TV and the clearest possible Web pages delivered to 
the same place. 

“The whole idea is to have a more fully integrated environ¬ 
ment,” says ZD Market Intelligence’s Dave Tremblay. Sounds 
good, but all you’re interested in is watching a little tube while you 
compute, as 132,000 PC-owning households already do (accord¬ 
ing to Media Metrix). 

The least expensive way to add TV to a PC is by slipping a 
new card — a TV tuner card — into an empty slot of your sys¬ 
tem. Such cards, which run in the neighborhood of $100 to $150, 
pack some of the same electronics as that inside a traditional tele¬ 
vision set. What’s missing, of course, is the television tube. In¬ 
stead, tuner cards route the television signal, usually from cable, 
to the PC’s monitor. 

Installing a TV tuner card means getting inside the comput¬ 
er and installing a card and device drivers. If you’re not com¬ 
fortable mucking around in the machine, check out AverMedia’s 
TVGenie, an external box that does the same thing but con¬ 
nects to the computer’s external video and sound ports. TV 
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tuners usually work best when the PC sports 4MB or more of 
video memory, and they typically let you watch television in a 
small window so that you can track both programs — the one 
on the TV and the one you’re running on the computer — si¬ 
multaneously. A TV picture run full-size on a computer moni¬ 
tor can, however, look slow and blurry. 

You also get an added bonus if you go the TV tuner route on 
your Windows 98 PC: free access to information on the Web. The 

I Want My PC 
Among American teens, 
28% can live 
without TV while only 
23% said they can 
live without their PCs. 

Source: CNN/USA Today 

cused categories — ^ m 
via what’s called the vertical blanking interval, an unused por¬ 
tion of the TV signal. WaveTop works like this: At regular inter¬ 
vals it downloads from the vertical blanking interval several 
megabytes of Web information to your PC’s hard drive. All of this 
occurs in the background, so when you get to WaveTop’s home 
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service that delivers 
the information is 
called WaveTop. It 
lets you get a regu¬ 
lar download of 
tailored informa¬ 
tion from the Web 
— NewsTop, Kids- 
Top, and other fo- 


There are 132,000 
PC-owning households 
that can watch TV as 
they compute. 

-Media Metrix 
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“Jazz JacKrabbit 2 is the perfect game for the whole family, featuring 
zany characters, a story right out of a Saturday morning cartoon, 

I f$V*>? and vintage side-scrolling gameplay.” - Game^lice 

i 


“Demented humor, memorable characters and animations combine with fast 


action and eye-catching graphics to create what could be one of the 


summer’s hottest titles.” - online gaming review 


1|S; “Adrenaline-pumping, actidn ^fOm start to finish.” - The Adrenaline Vault 


“Jazz JacKrabbit is bacK in business for a sequel that one-ups every 
other platformer in existence.” - Game'Slice 


“The best side-scrolling game ever...Jazz JacKrabbit 2 is destined to 
become a classic.” - PCAAE 
























Froaa the creators of UNREAL coaaes the hilarious 

SEaUEL TO THE 1994 ARCADE 6AAAE OF THE YEAR? 


£)%Va.*' ^ is up to no good again* This time, he’s stolen Princess Earlong’s .diamond 
Ja^E2:,.4»,^..spaced--out trother, "Spaz, you must travel through time and take 


^sz.itcafe.ids^ 

on,wacky^ turtles, i>izarre monkeys and more if you want to get the ring tack from the 
.>^X.il you don’t, you could te history. 


INCLUDED BOTH THE FUEL VERSION OF THE ORIGINAL 

Jazz Jaotrabbit and the Jazz Creation 
Station levee Editor, h/hich allots you to 
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Digital TV: An Up-and-Comer 


TVs and PCs both put images on a tube, but that’s where 
the comparison ends. Today's TV is an analog device 
- electrical signals of varying strengths are converted 
into a picture - while the computer is digital. With dig¬ 
ital devices, pictures are built from the same binary dig¬ 
its (Os and Is) used to store words in a document or 
accounts in Quicken. Television, though, is on the verge 
of its biggest change since the arrival of color. 

Starting late in 1998, TV is going digital. By the time 
you read this - or not far into 1999 - more than 40 
stations will have started broadcasting a limited num¬ 
ber of hours of digital programming. A few digital tele¬ 


vision sets should have reached store shelves (floors, 
really, since the first models weigh more than 200 
pounds and cost several thousand dollars). And Prince¬ 
ton will have released its AF3.0HD, a multiformat mon¬ 
itor that displays digital TV signals along with standard 
PC and TV formats. 

What has most professional couch potatoes excited 
about digital television is HDTV (high-definition televi¬ 
sion). HDTV features higher resolution for sharper im¬ 
ages and a rectangular picture that looks a lot more like 
a movie's than the almost-square screen of current TVs. 
And CD-quality audio is delivered digitally in six chan¬ 


nels of surround sound. And because digital television 
is.. .well, digital.. .it’s possible that some of the broad¬ 
cast signal can deliver a data channel of, say, news or 
stock quotes that scroll across the bottom of the screen, 
Internet-style information, or perhaps even software 
downloads. Such possibilities (and the fact that both 
will receive data in digital form) are at the root of any 
long-term convergence of TVs and PCs. 

"There’s a lot more opportunity [for interaction] 
when compatible digital technology exists in both PC 
and TV," said ZD Market Intelligence’s Dave Tremblay. 
"The back-and-forth becomes a lot easier.” 


TV PC TV PC TV PC TV PC TV PC TV PC TV P 


Though computer monitors are great for viewing productivity 
applications such as word processors and spreadsheets, they’re 
just too. small for the kind of shared viewing that a TV provides. 
If you’re looking to integrate a PC into your home entertainment 
setup, you’ve got to get it to work with your TV. 

The cheapest and most popular solution is a device called a scan 
converter. It takes the 
RGB signals your PC 
puts out and con¬ 
verts them into a 
video signal your TV 
recognizes and dis¬ 
plays. The setup in¬ 
volves attaching de¬ 
vices to your PC’s 
video-out port and 
your TV’s video-in 
port. Scan converters 
usually work with 
both Macintosh and 
Windows systems. 

With a scan converter, you can use your big-screen TV to play 
arcade and family games and view DVD movies. Some, like 
AITech’s PC/TV Airlink, even use wireless transmission to send 


Something’s 
Got to Give 

Activities Web users 
have trimmed to make 
time for surfing 

• Watching TV/VCR 64% 

• Reading 48% 

• Sleeping 29% 

• Time with 

family/friends 26% 

Source: The Strategis Group 


the display signal from PC to TV, so you don’t need to set up your 
PC next to your TV (it doesn’t even have to be in the same room). 
You just use a wireless keyboard to essentially control your PC via 
your TV screen. 

If you have a puny TV, you may want to up the size of your dis¬ 
play. You’ll kill two birds with one $1000-or-so purchase if you 


page, you can access all kinds of Web information that’s already 
downloaded to your PC. The best part is that the service is free. 


Put a PC in Your TV 


What’s the technology: Scan converters that send PC signals 
to your TV and big-screen TVs with PCs built in. 

What does it do to TV: It sends your PC screen to your TV (in 
the case of the Gateway Destination, the TV comes with the PC). 
What does it do to PCs: Lets you combine your PC and TV into 
one unit with a large screen. 

How much: $200 to $5000. 


The promise of 
PC/TV is one of more 
involvement, more 
interactivity with the television set. 

-Dave Tremblay, ZD Market Intelligence 
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You ’ll find the lowest term life rates in 
America at Quotesmith.com or we’ll 
overnight you $500. Other pleasant 
surprises now include instant auto, life 
and medical insurance quotes from 375 
large, safe & well-known companies. 

$250,000 Term Life Sampler 

Guaranteed Annual Premiums/Guaranteed Level Term Period 


Age 

10 YEAR 

15 YEAR 

20 YEAR 

25 YEAR 

30 YEAR 

35 

$ 138 

$ 163 

$ 198 

$ 280 

$ 300 

40 

$ 185 

$ 210 

$ 260 

$ 385 

$ 383 

45 

$ 260 

$ 335 

$ 395 

$ 548 

$ 585 

50 

$ 378 

$ 500 

$ 600 

$ 863 

$ 915 

55 

$ 568 

$ 758 

$ 865 

$ 1,805 

$ 2,810 

60 

$ 908 

$ 1,130 

$ 1,365 

$ 4,100 

$ 4,100 

65 

$1,530 

$ 1,845 

$ 2,923 

$ 5,270 

$ 5,270 

70 

$2,665 

$ 3,539 

$ 5,405 

$ 7,370 

$10,070 

75 

$4,415 

$ 7,848 

$ 9,650 

$13,640 

$13,640 


" Quotesmith provides a list of all insurance 
companies & plans that match specific needs . 

The first to make available this new custom 

-search service ." - Nation's Business 

" Quotesmith saved us time and money . 

I shopped from mv own office and found the 

best deal available . I was impressed ." 

- Linda Picazio, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 

" Get quotes on the spot . New source for best 
buys in insurance. One wav to get to know 

the market ." - Kiplinger's Personal Finance 

" Quotesmith ranked more than 250 policies 


" Quotesmith keeps a database of about 350 

insurance companies ." - Good Housekeeping 

" Quotesmith offers particularly thorough searches ." 

- Los Angeles Times 

" Researching insurance companies can be confusing 

and tedious . To simplify the task, call Quotesmith ." 

- SmartMoney 

" Quotesmith will scan the insurers and provide a list 

of different policies suited to vour needs ." -Money 

" Enter the virtual agent. This solution has value for 

those who value immediacy and privacy ." 

- U.S. News & World Report 


Quotesmith is the only Internet site on earth where you can get instant 
auto, life & medical insurance quotes from 375 top-rated companies. 

It’s lightning fast, easy, informative, unbiased, private and FREE! 

We give you detailed information - including underwriting requirements - and the latest claims ratings from A.M. Best, Duff 
& Phelps, Moody's, Standard & Poor's and Weiss Research, Inc. on every term life quote. And when you're ready, you can 
request an application from the company of your choice online and without having to talk to 
® any insurance salesmen! Avoid buying mistakes. Use the Quotesmith high speed insurance 
price comparison service before you buy or renew any insurance policy. Have questions or 
want quotes mailed to you for free? Call us toll-free at 1-800-431-1147, 24 hrs. 

Quotesmith.com 


Quotesmith.com 



Final premiums and coverage availability will vary depending upon age, sex, state availability, hazardous activities, personal and family health history. The male, non-tobacc 
premiums shown above may include: Banner Life Ins. Co., Rockville. MD, form RT-97; First Penn-Pacific Life. Hoffman Estates, IL, form BT-1002AA(2-96), Control #B98-198| 
Golden Rule Ins. Co., Indianapolis, IN, form GRI-L-17.1; Old Republic Life Ins. Co., Chicago, IL, form 8-1077; Protective Life Ins. Co., Birmingham, AL, form GP-06; Security-Conm 
re, Avon, CT, form 11420; West Coast Life, San Francisco, CA, form #971137400. Rtes shown are not applicable to residents of FL, NJ & NY. Policy forms vary by state $500 I 
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ife policies and/or term-like 
















































TV PC TV PC TV PC TV PC TV PC TV PC TV P 


pick up a Princeton Arcadia big-screen display. The displays sell 
for between $989 (for a 27-inch model) and $1444 (31-inch 
screen), and they’re an outstanding (if very expensive) addition 
to a PC you’ve already equipped with a TV tuner card or scan con¬ 
verter. Like any monitor swap, this one’s easy to pull off: Just 
unplug the old one, and 


Welcome to 
the Family 

• Percentage of 
households with 

at least one TV: 99. 

• 54% of American 
children have a TV 
set in their room. 

• Percentage of 
households with at 
least one PC: 45. 

• 25% of households 
have at least two PCs. 

Source: TV-Free America 


plug in the n 

Your second PC-in-TV 
option is a ready-made 
blend of TV and PC— 
the Gateway Destination. 
The Destination is a pret¬ 
ty typical 333-MHz PC 
that includes a TV tuner 
and DVD drive, and 
comes bundled with a big 
(27- to 36-inch) screen 
and a wireless keyboard 
and mouse. Intended for 
the living or family room, 
and for computing from 
“ the couch (that’s where 
the wireless controllers come in handy), the Destination is avail¬ 
able in several models. But with prices ranging from $2000 to 
$5000, they’re expensive in times when many TV-less family PCs 
cost around a grand. 

ZD Market Intelligence’s Dave Tremblay isn’t hot on the Des¬ 


tination, but he’s warming up to it. 

“It’s a heck of a game machine,” Tremblay admits, but he thinks 
it costs too much. Perhaps. But the Destination is your best bet 
when you want a PC/TV right out of the box. 

And the Future Is... 

Which of these technologies will win the batde for America’s fam¬ 
ily rooms? Our money’s on something like the WebTV. Watching 
the free fall of PC prices, it’s not hard to imagine a day soon when 
a WebTV with the equivalent of a home PC costs just a couple 
hundred dollars and, like a laptop, is squeezed into such a small 
space that it simply stacks with the rest of the home entertainment 
gear, like the VCR or CD player. 

That doesn’t solve all the problems associated with this min¬ 
gling of TV and PC, however. Because so much of the PC’s power 
depends on the Internet, the real success of PC/TV blends will re¬ 
quire really fast, really fat pipelines to the Web. “The biggest ob¬ 
stacle for PC/TV integration is bandwidth,” says Dave Tremblay. 

But at least one person is sure that this day will come. “Even¬ 
tually your computer will be your TV,” says Matt Roseboom, who 
now surfs the Internet on a WebTV. “Someday, everything you do 
now on a computer, you’ll just do through your TV.” 

Gregg Keizer is a FamilyPC contributing editor. E-mail him at 
gaKeizer@aol.com. 


A PC-to-TV, TV-to-PC Sampler 


If you want to check out the options, visit some of the 
Web sites for the products below. 

Surf with Your TV 


• WebTV Networks, 800-469-3288, www.webtv.com 
Produces technology and services used in WebTV Plus 
receivers manufactured by Sony (www.sel.sony.com), 


and Mitsubishi (www.mitsubishi-tv.com). 

• UniView Technologies, 888-864-8439, 
www.curtismathes.com 

The uniView 210 ($399) lets you browse the Web 
from your TV as well as send and receive faxes and 
e-mail via the Internet. 

Add TV to Your PC 


• AITech, 800-882-8184, www.aitech.com 
The WaveWatcher Net-TV 98 ($89.95) TV tuner card 
supports Microsoft’s WebTV for Windows 98. 


• ATI Technologies, 905-882-2600, 
www.atitech.com 

The All-in-Wonder Pro ($169) combines a TV tuner 
with 2-D/3-D graphics acceleration, video capture, 
and PC-to-TV-out for Windows systems. 

• AverMedia, 510-770-9899, www.avermedia.com 
The TV 98 tuner card for Windows supports WebTV 
for Windows, which is included in Windows 98. TV 
Genie ($95) is an external TV tuner for Windows sys¬ 
tems and Macs. 

• Hauppauge Computer Works, 516-434-1600, 
www.hauppauge.com 

WinTV PCI ($220) lets you watch TV on your 
Windows monitor; WinCast/TV ($109) lets you receive 
Intel's Intercast Internet broadcasts. 

• Matrox, 800-844-8312, www.matrox.com 

The Marvel G200-TV ($299) adds a TV tuner to the 
Marvel G200 2-D/3-D graphics card. It includes soft¬ 
ware that lets you capture and edit your home videos. 


Put a PC in Your TV 


• AITech, 800-882-8184, www.aitech.com 

PC/TV Airlink ($299) is a wireless scan converter, so 
your PC doesn’t have to be next to your TV. MultiPro 
Plus ($239) is an external scan converter for 
Windows and Mac systems. 

• AverMedia, 510-770-9899, www.avermedia.com 
The AverKey300 ($249) scan converter lets you send 
Mac or Windows output to a TV at resolutions up to 
1024 by 768 pixels. 

• Gateway, 888-639-9724, www.gateway.com 
Starting at $1999 (333-MHz Celeron with 27-inch dis¬ 
play), Gateway Destination XTV systems tightly inte¬ 
grate TV and computer information. 

• Princeton, 714-751-8405, www.prgr.com 
Arcadia monitors (from $995) double as PC and 
television displays. The AF3.0H0 monitor displays 
HDTV. 
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Portable Player 

E-mail sound-enabled, self-running albums 
to family and friends. 


Communicating today is about more than slide shows or greeting cards. It's about embracing technologies that 
transmit your words and images across new horizons. It's about Show and Tell for the modern age, and the 
human race is your audience. 

Let PhotoRecall Deluxe 2.0 be your communication medium. PhotoRecall Deluxe 2.0 rapidly locates images- 
from digital cameras, scanners, disc-based files, or the Internet-and organizes them in libraries of virtual photo 
albums. Type information about your pictures into customizable data fields. If words aren't enough, add sound. 
Then use the Internet, e-mail, or traditional print to introduce yourself to the world. 

Get organized fast, communicate better with PhotoRecall Deluxe 2.0. 

www.photorecall.com 1.888.772.7601 
Available®: C OMPUSA micro cine?? g**r 31 $ 


Web Publishing Wizard 

Publish albums to the Web — no HTML 
experience required. 


Happy 

Holidays 



Custom Printing 

Design any project in minutes with easy-to-use 
publishing tools. 


Im-iKlng 


PMoRccill 


IDELUXE 
























SnapScan 

600(h) x 1200(v) d| 
easy hookup and | 


Software 


The SnapScan 


? Agfa rhombus are registered trademarks of Agfa- 


Catalogs: 

CDW • Club Mac • Mac/PC Mall • Insight • 
Micro/Mac Warehouse • Multiple Zones 
PC/Mac Connection • Publishing Perfection • 
Tech Squared 


Retail Stores: 

B&H Foto • Fry’s • 
RCS Computer 








Hardware 

@ Compaq Presario 5050 
@ Packard Bell Platinum 7800 
@ Compaq Presario 2266 
@ Hewlett-Packard Pavilion 6355 

(86) Comtrade DVD Family Best Buy 450 

(87) IBM Aptiva SE7 

® Gateway Solo 3100XL 
® IBM ThinkPad i 1450 
84 WinBook XL 233/DS 

(89) Storm ImageStudio VF 
(93) Guillemot Phoenix 
(§) STB Velocity 4400 

(90) Diamond Viper V550 
® Matrox Marvel G200-TV 


System Testing 

FamilyPC relies on industry- 
standard Ziff-Davis benchmark 
tests. For systems - including 
notebook computers - we rely 
primarily on the Winstone and 
WinBench tests. Winstone 
measures how long it takes for a 
computer to run a series of com¬ 
mon productivity applications. 
WinBench measures the perfor¬ 
mance of system components 
such as the CPU, hard drive, 
graphics card, and CD-ROM 
drive. We use 3D WinBench to 
test graphics performance. 



Software 

@ Print Shop Deluxe 6.0 
@ PrintMaster Platinum 7.0 
82 Print Artist Platinum 
@ Microsoft Publisher 98 
71 PagePlus 5.0 

@ Adventures in Typing with Timon 
& Pumbaa 

@ Learn to Program BASIC 
@ KidSpeak 
79 Super Tutor Spelling 
78 3D Castle Creator 
(88) Walt Disney: An Intimate History 
of the Man and His Magic 
82 Earth Journal: Sierra Club 
Perpetual Calendar Software 


GameTime 

(90) NHL 99 

(90) Need For Speed III: Hot Pursuit 
@ All New Hoyle Card Games 
@ All New Hoyle Board Games 
@ Game of Life 
@ Icarus: Sanctuary of the Gods 


Products that score (85) or higher are 
FamilyPC Recommended. 


FamilyTested Software 

This month, 111 fam¬ 
ily testers installed 
and used publishing 
programs in their own homes, 
using their own equipment, for 
three weeks and then filled out 
questionnaires, which were 
created with the help of Digital 
Research, an independent re¬ 
search firm. FamilyTested soft¬ 
ware is rated on Satisfaction, 
Ease of Use, Long-Term Value, 
and Features. 


(I Quote of the Month JJ 

7 like [Print Shop’s] Quick 
Start feature. Sometimes 
I’m not sure exactly what I 
want to do, and this gets 
me going.” 

-Melanie Ciparik, 
Jarrettsville, Maryland 



Our unique Bottom Line 
rating of each game lets 
parents know more than they 
can learn from violence ratings 
available elsewhere. We alert 
parents to inappropriate con¬ 
tent and provide a difficulty 
rating so they can more easily 
fit a game to their values and 
their children's ability level. 


Cool Winter Games 
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NetFlix.com is the easiest way to rent a DVD! 



Just 


^ Net)Flix 

get on the Web and go to www.netflix.com. 



have to 


We have virtually every DVD title available so you won’t have to 

deal with your video store’s meager DVD selection. And, because we 
have hundreds of copies of each movie, you’ll never have to fight 
to get a copy of a new release. | \ | ]{ It’s SO simple. Just pick 

your movies, they arrive in a day or two, and you keep them for 7 full 
days! When you’re finished, you just send them 

back in our convenient pre-addressed, prepaid mailer. And, as if that 
wasn’t enough, it’s also amazingly affordable! Rent your 

first two DVD’s for just four bucks each! Rent additional titles 
for a measly three dollars! And the newest releases 
from Hollywood ^ can be reserved for 

only five dollars! So go take a look at 




50 go taKe a iook at j| 

www.netflix.com the easiest way to rent a DVD! 


om and the NetFlix logo are trademarks of NetFlix, Inc. Images copyright © 1997 PhotoDisc, Inc. 












Hardware 


Why Pay More? 

Four bargain systems show why most people don't need to 
spend more than $ 1500 for a family computer By Steve Apiki 



If you want a computer in order to play arcade- 
quality games, edit home videos, watch DVD 
movies, or try out the latest speech-to-text 
products, you’re in the wrong place (you want 
to check out the 450-MHz screamers reviewed 
a few pages hence). Everybody else - and 
we do mean everybody - will find 

Gamer’s Bargain 

more than enough computing The $1448 Presario 

5050 is ideal for games 

power in one of the four sub-$1500 and work, too. 

systems we feature this month. 


No longer does “bargain” mean “com¬ 
promise.” These four systems — two from 
Compaq, one each from Packard Bell and 
Hewlett-Packard — have plenty of power 
for what most people want to do with a 
personal computer: browse the Web, han¬ 
dle personal finances, run educational 
software, and bring work home from the 
office. Moreover, they can handle all but 
the most graphics-intensive games, as well 
as provide enough horsepower to edit 
family photographs. Here’s how they stack 
up to high-end systems costing at least 
$1000 more. 

Performance: The CPU choices in these 
bargain systems range from a 225-MHz 
Cyrix M 11-300 on the low end to a 350- 
MHz Pentium II with BX chipset. The 
slowest system offers 60 percent of the per¬ 
formance of a 450-MHz Pentium II; the 
fastest reaches 80 percent of a 450’s speed. 
Memory: The 64MB minimum on the 
bargain systems matches the amount of 


RAM you see in many high-end systems. 
Hard disk: You get 4 to 8GB of hard disk 
space in a bargain system, compared to 
10GB and more in a high-end system. A 
4GB hard drive gives you enough storage 
for a variety of projects — anything this 
side of editing digital video. 

CD-ROM drive: You don’t find DVD 
drives on these bargain systems, but high¬ 
speed (24x or 32x) CD-ROM drives are 
standard. 

Display: Is the 14-inch monitor finally 
dead? The bargain systems all sport 15- 
inch monitors, compared to 17- and 19- 
inch displays on the high-end systems. 
Flat-panel LCD monitors are unknown on 
the low end because they would double 
the price of a system. 

3-D graphics: Bargain systems don’t have 
the high-performance 3-D graphics cards 
you see on more expensive systems. Some 
bargain PCs include low-to midrange 3-D 
graphics cards for passable 3-D gaming. 


Sound: You get good sound cards and 
speakers on bargain systems, but the audio 
components on higher-end systems are 
demonstrably more powerful. 

Modems: 56 kbps, just like the big boys. 

The bargain systems we tested show 
surprising diversity. The least expensive 
system — the Compaq Presario 2266 — 
costs under $1000, even with a 15-inch 
monitor. It provides excellent basic func¬ 
tionality but few extras. The most expen¬ 
sive system, the Compaq Presario 5050, 
has lots of RAM and hard disk space, 
midrange 3-D graphics, and positional 
3-D sound, making it a decent game ma¬ 
chine as well as a good general-purpose 
system. It is our favorite among these four 
because it strikes the best balance between 
features, performance, and price. All four 
systems earn FamilyPC Recommenda¬ 
tions, however, because all deliver excel¬ 
lent value. Find out which one meets your 
budget and your needs. 
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Hardware 


Compaq Presario 5050 

Brawny Bargain 
System 

Bottom Line: Recommended. We like the 
overall Presario 5050 package, especially 
for gamers on a budget. 

At $1448 (including a $100 In- 
| ternet rebate), the Compaq Pre¬ 
sario 5050 is the highest-priced 
system in our roundup. With 96MB of 
SDRAM, an 8GB drive, and the best 3-D 
graphics system in this review, you can 
understand why. If 3-D game perfor¬ 
mance is important to you, or if you need 
extra memory and disk capacity for image 
editing, the Presario 5050 is made for you. 

The Presario 5050 is based on Intel’s 
333-MHz Celeron chip, which is a cost- 
reduced version of the Pentium II (128KB 
cache versus 512KB on the Pentium II, 
though the Celeron’s cache is faster). The 
Presario 5050 finished just behind the 
Packard Bell Platinum 7800 on our over¬ 
all performance testing, and finished 
ahead of the 7800 in 3-D graphics tests. 
The combination of Celeron processor 
and ATI 3D Rage LT Pro 3-D graphics ac¬ 
celerator makes the Presario 5050 a good 
low-cost alternative to high-end systems 
for 3-D gamers. 

We tested the Presario 5050 jjfil 
with a 15-inch Compaq Presario 
MV500 monitor, which has 
built-in JBL Pro speakers. The 
combination delivered good 
sound quality, the best among 
systems in this review. The Pre¬ 
sario 5050 supports full posi¬ 
tional sound using Aureal A3D 
technology for outstanding 
game effects. 

Compaq includes a nice CD- 
ROM bundle that covers the ba¬ 
sics: Microsoft Works, Money, 

Encarta, and Bookshelf. It also 
has some nice extras, such as „ _ 
front-panel USB and joystick |>jjj 
ports and a quick-access multi- 
media keyboard. 

Compaq, 800-345-1518, www 
.compaq.com; $1448. 


Packard Bell Platinum 7800 

Low Cost, High 
Performance 

Bottom Line: Recommended. Unless you’re on 
a tight budget or need a little extra game per¬ 
formance, Packard Bell’s low-cost system is 
a standout choice. 

MLy Packard Bell’s Platinum 7800 
proves that low cost doesn’t have 
to mean low performance. The 
$1198 Platinum 7800 outran the other 
systems on our speed tests to earn its place 
as our best-performing bargain machine. 
Add Packard Bell’s excellent software bun¬ 
dle to the Platinum 7800’s performance, 
and you’ve got the makings of a real fam¬ 
ily favorite. 

The Platinum 7800 doesn’t include a lot 
of innovative cost-cutting technology — 
it’s simply built around components that 
were standard in high-end systems just a 
few months ago. It features a 350-MHz 
Pentium II processor with built-in 512KB 
level-2 cache and the Intel 440BX chipset. 
Also used in high-end systems, the BX 
chipset supports a fast 100-MHz system 
bus, as well as AGP graphics. This high¬ 
speed processing hardware, plus 64MB of 
SDRAM and a quick 6.4GB hard drive, 



No Waiting No-compromise performance makes the Platinum 
7800 our second choice among low-cost systems. 


earned the Platinum 7800 the top score on 
our Winstone 98 benchmark, which mea¬ 
sures system performance running pro¬ 
ductivity applications. Its Winstone score 
is about 80 percent that of the fastest ma¬ 
chine we’ve tested to date, a 450-MHz 
Pentium II Dell system that costs nearly 
twice as much. 

The multimedia components of the 
Platinum 7800 are good but not great. You 
get 16-bit wavetable sound, though the 
speakers integrated into Packard-Bell’s 
5480 monitor sound a little flat. The 3-D 
acceleration hardware (an ATI Rage lie) 
runs 3-D games, but you won’t get the 
kind of speed and quality you get with a 
high-end 3-D solution. 

The software bundle is the best among j 
the bargain systems, featuring Microsoft 
Word, Works, Encarta, and Entertainment 
Pack, as well as family-style utilities such 
as a Web browser for kids, a helpful nav¬ 
igation bar, and some good tutorials. 

For families with little interest in 3-D 
games, the Platinum 7800 may offer the 
best mix of price, performance, and fam¬ 
ily features. 

Packard Bell, 800-733-5858, www.pack- 
ardbell.com; $1198. 


Compaq Presario 2266 

Anything but 
Slim Pickings 


Bottom Line: Recommended. The Presario 
2266 includes all the basic features you 
want in a family computer for a great price. 
It's the natural choice for families looking for 
a great value. 


0 The Compaq Presario 2266 is 
) a highly integrated, slim-desk- 
top computer based on a low- 
cost Cyrix processor. The result is a system 
with good performance for everyday ap¬ 
plications that costs just $948 (including 
a $100 Internet rebate) — a price that in¬ 
cludes the cost of a 15-inch multimedia 
monitor. If your main applications are 
word processing, e-mail, browsing the 
Web, and running educational software, 
this is all the computer you will ever need. 
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Norton SystemWorks: 

The smartest way to keep 
your computer working 
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Whether you’re an experi¬ 
enced PC user or new to the 
world of computing, you need 
utilities. Your computer needs 
constant maintenance — from 
optimizing your system to 
keeping your hard drive clean. 
It needs protection against 
viruses and infections. And 
ways to prevent crashes and 
resolve conflicts. 

That’s a lot of utilities. So 
many that they duplicate 
functions, sucking up system 
memory and precious space 
on your hard drive. Sometimes 
they even conflict with 
each other! 

Of course, computers ought 
to function well these days. 

But since they sometimes 
don’t, you need a single, 
comprehensive solution that 
will keep your computer 
working. A solution that’s 
affordable. A solution that’s 
easy to use. 

That solution is Norton 
SystemWorks. Because it 
has the very best and most 
current version of everything 
you need, Norton SystemWorks 
is the smartest way to keep 
your computer working. And 
Norton SystemWorks is 
Windows 95 and Windows 98 
compatible. 


What makes Norton 
SystemWorks the best? 

Norton Utilities™ - the #1 
problem-solving software for 
over 15 years and the industry 
leader in detecting, repairing 
and preventing major and 
minor computer problems. 
Offering unrivaled power and 
control, it optimizes your com¬ 
puter to run at peak efficiency, 
detecting Windows problems in 
the background and solving 
them with intelligent repair 
capability. 

Norton AntiVirus™ - the #1 
anti-virus program in the U.S. 
and in the world, recommended 
by users more frequently than 
any other product of its kind. 


It updates itself automatically 
and works in the background to 
eliminate today’s and tomorrow’s 
viruses, no matter where they 
come from. 

Norton CrashGuard™ - 
automatic protection against 
PC crashes and screen freezes 
that’s three times as effective 
as any other program. Using 
award-winning Norton technology 
to find and solve your disk 
problems, Norton SystemWorks 
includes software that detects 
and solves software problems 
behind the scenes without 
slowing you down. 

Norton Web Services™ - 
a web service that locates 
and helps you install any 





Four award-winning Norton products integrated to work as one. 


To purchase Norton SystemWorks online or to locate a list of resellers visit us 
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hardware drivers and software 
updates specific to your 
system. It detects the software 
and hardware installed on 
your computer, then uses 
the power of the Internet to 
check your needs against 
Symantec’s up-to-the-minute 
database containing thousands 
of patches, drivers and 
application add-ons. 

Norton SystemWorks 
is integrated 

Only Norton SystemWorks 
offers you an award-winning, 
best-of-breed collection of utilities 
— and you can click it all into 
action from a single, integrated 
Norton SystemWorks screen. 

Because Norton SystemWorks 
is so tightly integrated, it’s 
easy to install and easy to 
launch. All the utilities included 
in Norton SystemWorks are 
designed to work compatibly 
with each other and duplicate 
functionality has been elimi¬ 
nated. Moving from one 
utility to another — say, from 
Norton AntiVirus to Norton 
Utilities — is as simple as 
clicking a button on your 
screen. What’s more, Norton 
SystemWorks features like 
CD Start and Launch Pad make 
it exceptionally easy to use. 


Just one purchase buys 
you all the functionality 
you need for system 
problem-solving and 
optimization, virus 
protection, maintenance 
and crash protection. 


Norton SystemWorks runs 
the way you want it to 

Whether you want it to 
work automatically in the 
background or you want to 
customize it to adapt to your 
level of expertise, Norton 
SystemWorks can accommo¬ 
date your needs. Norton 
SystemWorks can be cus¬ 
tomized for the perfect fit 
between you and your computer. 

And if you’re already using 
other Norton products, it’s 
easy and affordable to move 
up to Norton SystemWorks. 

Norton SystemWorks 
is an excellent value 

Norton SystemWorks also 
comes with a FREE Bonus Pack 
CD including the following 
stand alone products: 
Remove-lt® 98 — safely 
removes old applications and 
other unneeded files, Norton 
Mobile Essentials™ — to 
resolve laptop connection 
problems, Visual Page™ — a 


web development tool for build¬ 
ing, deploying, and managing 
personal web pages, WinFax™ 
Basic Edition — to send and 
receive faxes directly from your 
computer, pcANYWHERE™ 
Express — to remotely access 
PCs, applications and informa¬ 
tion from your web browser. 

Just one purchase buys you 
four award-winning products and 
a free Bonus Pack. A total retail 
package valued at $500 for 
one great price — $69.95*. And 
if you own any Norton, Symantec 
or competitive product (Nuts & 
Bolts™ 98, Nuts & Bolts™ Deluxe, 
VirusScan™, FirstAid™, or 
Uninstaller™) you can get a 
$10 mail-in rebate from 
Symantec when you purchase 
Norton SystemWorks. Nothing 
beats Norton SystemWorks. It’s 
a convenient, one-box solution 
with all of the most current 
and effective PC utilities. 

Norton SystemWorks. The 
smartest way to keep your 
computer working. 


*Manufacturer's suggested retail price 


on the web at: www.shop.symantec.com/nswlObuy.html SYMANTEC 
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AntiVirus 



One Suite Way to Gear Up 
for Top Performance. 


Introducing Norton SystemWorks 1 : Complete versions of the latest award-winning 
utilities for Windows® 95 and Windows® 98 from Symantec™ Corporation - now available for the 
first time ever in a single integrated suite. Geared to work together, they eliminate the confusion 
of choosing from all the different utilities on the shelf. Just shift up to Norton SystemWorks and 
you have everything you need. 

The smartest way to keep your computer working. Norton SystemWorks protects, 
maintain^ fixes and fine-tunes your system. Easily customized, you can choose whether you want 
Norton SystemWorks to run automatically in the background, or personalize it to suit the way you 
prefer to manage and maintain your system. 

An incredible value. Along with complete versions of four award-winning utilities, Norton 
SystemWorks features a FREE Bonus Pack that includes Remove-lt 98® Norton Mobile Essentials? 
Visual Page™WinFax™ Basic Edition, and pcANYWHERE™ Express. $500 worth of software for 
just $69,951* More than 30 million customers have relied on Norton products to protect their 
computers. And at this price, shouldn't you? 

Gear up for top performance. Go to your local reseller to get four award-winning 
utilities plus a FREE bonus pack for one amazing price - just $69.95! 


SYMANTEC. 


Symantec, the Symantec logo, Norton AntiVirus, Norton Utilities, pcANYWHERE, and WinFax are registered U.S. trademarks of Symantec Corporation. 
Norton, Norton SystemWorks, Norton CrashGuard, Norton Web Services, Norton Mobile Essentials, and Symantec Visual Page are trademarks of Syma 
Corporation. Remove-lt is a registered trademark of Quarterdeck Corporation. Windows, and the Windows logo are registered trademarks of Microsoft 
Corporation. All other brand names or trademarks are the property of their respective owners. © 1998 Symantec Corporation. All rights reserved. 






















Hardware 


From the outside, the Presario 2266 is 
a space-saving small desktop box that fits 
neatly under a 15-inch monitor. Opening 
it up reveals an unusual design based on a 
225-MHz Cyrix M 11-300 processor and 
SIS-5598 chipset. The M11-300 has 64KB 
of internal cache, and the Presario 2266 
supplements this with 512KB of sec¬ 
ondary cache. The SIS-5598 chipset also 
includes 2-D graphics hardware that par¬ 
titions the system’s 64MB of RAM be¬ 
tween system and graphics memory. As 
shipped, the Presario 2266 has 4MB of 
graphics memory, so you’ve got 60MB of 
usable system RAM. 

Our performance tests placed the Pre¬ 
sario 2266 behind the other low-cost sys¬ 
tems in this review, but its performance is 
acceptable for running general-purpose 
applications. Of course, with no 3-D 
graphics hardware the Presario 2266 



Low Rider The slim Presario 2266’s integrated 
design saves space. 


doesn’t make much of an arcade game 
machine. Its limited expansion options 
also make it a poor choice if you’re look¬ 
ing for a low-cost system that you can 
later upgrade. 

The Presario 2266 has the same solid 
multimedia components as the Presario 
5050, including JBL speakers, positional 
sound hardware, and a 32x CD-ROM 
drive. It also has a good basic software 
bundle (Works, Encarta, Money, Book¬ 
shelf) and a keyboard with multimedia 
control buttons. 

Compaq, 800-345-1518, www.compaq 
.com; $948. 


HP Pavilion 6355 

A PC That 
Grows with You 

Bottom Line: Recommended. The Pavilion 
6355 has better core performance and more 
room to upgrade than the Presario 2266. If 
you’re looking for a bargain today with an 
eye on tomorrow, this computer fits the bill. 

The Hewlett-Packard Pavil¬ 
ion uses the same processor — 
the 333-MHz Celeron — as the 
Compaq Presario 5050, but the resem¬ 
blance ends there. The Pavilion 6355 in¬ 
cludes all the computing necessities your 
family needs but few of the extras you get 
with the Presario 5050. If you don’t need 
— or can’t afford — the extras, you can 
save yourself a couple of hundred dollars 
and buy the $ 1198 Pavilion. 



Deal Maker HP’s Pavilion 6355 offers good perfor¬ 
mance at an exceptional price. 


HP’s system backs up its Celeron CPU 
with 64MB of SDRAM and a 4GB hard 
drive, in contrast to the 96MB of system 
RAM and 8GB drive of the Presario 5050. 
More noticeable, the Pavilion 6355 in¬ 
cludes no 3-D graphics acceleration hard¬ 
ware, so it isn’t a good choice if you want 
to play 3-D games. Nevertheless, the Pavil¬ 
ion 6355 does a good job running pro¬ 
ductivity applications and is fast enough 
for multimedia titles and strategy and 
family games. 

The Pavilion 6355’s audio includes a 
wavetable sound card with Surround 
Sound support and good, though low- 
power, Polk Audio speakers that hook 
onto the 15-inch Pavilion monitor. HP in¬ 
cludes a 24x CD-ROM drive instead of the 
32x units bundled with all the other ma¬ 
chines, but we found no noticeable dif- 



Budget Systems: Comparison Shopping 

All systems come with a 15-inch monitor, speakers, software, multimedia keyboard, and 56-kbps modem. 



Score 

Price 

CPU 

RAM 

Hard disk 

CD-ROM 

Extras 

Comments 

Compaq 

Presario 5050 


$1448 

333-MHz 

Celeron 

96MB 

8GB 

32x 

3-D AGP graphics, 

3-D audio 

Most expensive, but with the best 
features; passable game system 

Packard Bell 
Platinum 7800 

<§) 

$1198 

350-MHz 
Pentium II 

64MB 

6.4GB 

32x 

BX chipset, 3-D AGP graphics, 
best software bundle 

Great performance for a sub-$1500 
system; best core components 

Compaq 

Presario 2266 

(§) 

$948 

225-MHz 

Cyrix 

M 11-300 

60MB 

4GB 

32x 

Positional 3-D audio 

Least expensive and lowest- 
performing; still does a fine job 
on general-purpose applications 

Hewlett-Packard 
Pavilion 6355 

(§> 

$1198 

333-MHz 

Celeron 

64MB 

4GB 

24x 

None 

Though $250 less than the Presario 5050, 
it is nearly as fast; no special extras 
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Hardware 


ference in CD-ROM playback speed. Like 
its hardware, the Pavilion 6355’s software 
bundle focuses on the basics (Works, 
Quicken, Encarta), although there are 
some nice family customizations such as 
a sharp-looking custom Web browser and 
HP Personal Guide introductory software. 
Hewlett-Packard, 800-724-6631, www.hp 
.com; $1198. 

Steve Apiki is a FamilyPC contributing ed¬ 
itor. You can reach him at apiki@apsol.com. 

High-Powered PCs 


Comtrade DVD Family Best Buy 450 

Everything but the 
Kitchen Sink 

Bottom Line: Recommended. If you can work 
around a difficult setup and limited docu¬ 
mentation, and you’re shopping for a scan¬ 
ner and a printer, too, then Comtrade’s 
package is a best buy indeed. 

Comtrade’s 450-MHz Pen¬ 
tium II system includes a capa¬ 
ble Plustek flatbed scanner and 
Lexmark 5700 color ink-jet printer. Its ex¬ 
cellent performance and unbelievable 
$2399 price tag make it an easy recom¬ 
mendation. Be aware, however, that this 



What, No Desk? A scanner and ink-jet printer 
complete the powerful DVD Family Best Buy 450. 


mail-order system has a complicated 
setup, no color-coded connections, and 
a lot of little booklets to sift through. 
Don’t expect a quick and easy setup. 

Like all 450-MHz Pentium II systems, 
the Comtrade features the Intel 440BX 
chipset, a 100-MHz system bus, and AGP 
graphics. It comes with 128MB of memo¬ 
ry, a fast 10GB hard disk, and midrange 
Matrox MGA G200 3-D graphics. The 
Comtrade ties the Dell Dimension XPS 
R450 with the highest score we’ve seen on 
the WinBench 98 benchmark, which mea¬ 
sures system performance for productiv¬ 
ity applications. 

For extras, the DVD Family Best Buy 
450 has a 19-inch monitor, a 4.8x DVD- 
ROM drive, a Zip drive, wavetable sound, 
and nice-sounding Benwin speakers and 
subwoofer. The slim software bundle in¬ 
cludes Lotus Smart Suite and a few games. 

—Steve Apiki 

DVD Family Best Buy 450, 450-MHz Pen¬ 
tium II, 1 28MB SDRAM, 10GB hard drive, 
19-inch monitor, 56-kbps fax modem, 4.8x 
DVD-ROM drive. 

Comtrade, 800-969-2123, www.comtrade 
.com; $2399. 

IBM Aptiva SE7 

Eye-Popping 

PC 

Bottom Line: Recommended. The Aptiva SE7 
won't give you the best high-end perfor¬ 
mance dollar for dollar, but it’s without a 
doubt the best-looking system you can buy. 

IBM’s $3078 Aptiva SE7 is an 
eye-popping PC that doesn’t 
skimp on performance or fea¬ 
tures — or price. If you’re tired of ugly 
beige boxes, you’ll love the Aptiva’s sleek, 
black SE7. 

The Aptiva SE7 is more than just a 
good-looking black tower case, gorgeous 
19-inch monitor, and matching periph¬ 
erals. Under the hood is a 450-MHz Pen¬ 
tium II processor with a 100-MHz system 
bus, 128MB of system RAM, and IBM’s 
massive 16.8GB hard drive. One draw¬ 
back is the midrange 3-D graphics hard- 



Stylin’ SE7 IBM’s Aptiva SE7 has the computing 
power to go with its good looks. 


ware; at this price you should expect 
high-end graphics. 

The Aptiva SE7 includes a headset mi¬ 
crophone and IBM’s ViaVoice dictation 
software, which enters text as you speak. 
Other cool features include great-sound¬ 
ing Infinity speakers, a color-coded mul¬ 
timedia control keyboard, and an excel¬ 
lent family software bundle. 

—Steve Apiki 

Aptiva SE7, 450-MHz Pentium II, 1 28MB 
SDRAM, 16.8GB hard drive, 19-inch mon¬ 
itor, 56-kbps fax modem, DVD-II ROM drive. 
IBM, 800-426-2968, www.pc.ibm.com; 
$3078. 


Notebook Computers 


Gateway Solo 3100XL 

Lightweight 

Style 

Bottom Line: Recommended. The $2999 
price tag is not for the faint-of-finance. But if 
you value mobility and power equally, this 
may be the notebook for you. 


If you need a notebook PC but 
want to keep it light, consider 
the stylish two-tone Gateway 
Solo 3100XL. The tiny 3100XL fits in a 
backpack or briefcase, but this $2999 
notebook is no lightweight when it comes 
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The world's most popular virtual Petz are back on your computer desktop! Dogz 3 & Catz 3 
now have Families of their own, Play Scenes to explore, and cool new Accessories and Clothing! 
Raise, train and breed an entire family of Petz without needing kitty litter or a pooper scooper! 

Join Over 2 Million Petz Owners - Adopt your Dogz and Catz today! 
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Hardware 





Two-Tone The Gateway 3100XL cuts a dashing figure on the road. 


mended notebook. 

The il450’s 266-MHz Pen¬ 
tium MMX processor is a few 
generations behind the Pentium 
II processors, but it still turned 
in decent performance results. 
Other features include an inte¬ 
grated 20x CD-ROM drive and 
3.5-inch floppy drive module, 
a 4.3GB hard drive, a built-in 
56-kbps modem, slick 1-inch 
strip speakers that frame the 
display, four programmable hot 
keys, and a convenient front- 
mounted volume dial. 

The notebook’s best feature is 
a beautiful 13.1-inch active- 
matrix display. In addition, the 
comfortable keyboard provides 
ample room to rest your wrists 
while you type, and it comes 
with the traditional IBM point- 


to performance, features, or price. 

The notebook features a 300-MHz Pen¬ 
tium II processor, a bright, 12.1 -inch TFT 
display, 64MB of SDRAM, a 4GB hard 
drive, a DVD-II ROM drive, and an in¬ 
ternal 56-kbps modem. The only signifi¬ 
cant drawbacks are an external floppy 
drive you connect to the notebook’s par¬ 
allel port, and an eight-cell lithium-ion 
battery that yields just over 2 hours of bat¬ 
tery life. 

The Gateway Solo 3100XL represents 
the most computing power we’ve seen in 
such a small package. — Dan Muse 

Gateway, 800-846-4875, www.gateway 
.com, $2999. 


IBM ThinkPad 11450 

Big, Beautiful 
Display 

Bottom Line: Recommended. The ThinkPad 
il 450 is beautiful to look at, comfortable to 
use, and priced for a family budget. 


ing stick input device (which resembles a 
pencil eraser wedged among the G, B, and 
H keys). 

The 7.7-pound il450 uses a nickel- 
metal-hydride battery rather than the 
lighter, longer-lasting lithium ion batter¬ 
ies used in top-tier notebooks. We got 
about 1.5 hours of life between charges. 

—Dan Muse 

IBM, 800-426-3333; www.pc.ibm.com, 
$1999. 


Although IBM cuts corners 
| on processor speed and battery 
life, the ThinkPad il450’s beau¬ 
tiful active-matrix display, comfortable 
design, and $ 1999 price make it a Recom- 


Cyber Deal The WinBook XL 233/DS offers attrac¬ 
tive pricing for online shoppers. 


WinBook XL 233/DS 

Disappointing 

Display 

Bottom Line: While the XL 233/DS has an 
eye-catching online price, its poor display 
keeps us from recommending it. 




Pretty Picture The $1999 ThinkPad i1450 sports a beautiful dis¬ 
play and angular design. 


WinBook wants you to order 
XL 233/DS notebook through 
Web site — so much so that 
you’ll save $175 if you order online rather 
than over the telephone. Still, the note¬ 
book’s attractive price ($1199) doesn’t 
■ make up for its average features 
5 and poor-quality display. 

The 7.3-pound XL 233/DS 
i features a reasonable 233-MHz 
j Pentium CPU, 32MB of RAM, 
\ and a smallish 2.1GB hard disk, 
j It comes with both the floppy 
and CD-ROM drive built in (no 
i swapping one drive for the 
| other), a comfortable keyboard, 
\ and a familiar trackpad. While 
[ the $1199 XL 233/DS won’t 
blow your socks off with sizzling 
| performance, it does fine with 
productivity and multimedia 
) software. 

The big trade-off is the dual¬ 
scan display, which shows a lot 
of cursor ghosting and is hard to 
view at any angle other than 
straight on. 
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Kai’s Power SHOW is an unbelievably powerful 
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home photo player. Just develop your 35mm film 
onto CD-ROM, or use a digital camera or scanner, 
tlien create captivating photo shows in no time 
with SHOW. Choose from SHOW’S special effect 
transitions, TV-like text animations, and sound 
effects to produce multimedia shows with pizzazz. 
Share your favorite photos with family and friends using your 
computer monitor, E-mail, the Web, and more. 


To order, please call or visit us on the Web. 

800-846-0111 dept. 572 
www.metacreations.com 
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Your digital images deserve a stage 


where they can strut their stuff; for 


MetaCreations 


THE WORLD’S MOST POWERFUL 
DIGITAL IMAGING SOLUTIONS... 







Hardware 



If you can spend an extra $200, you’re 
better off with Toshiba’s $1399 Satellite 
33CDS. It offers a faster processor, twice 
the hard drive space, and a superior dis¬ 
play, along with an excellent reputation for 
quality. — Dart Muse 

WinBook, 800-651-4518, www.winbook 
.com; $1199 (order from Web site). 

Digital Imaging 

Storm imageStudio VF 

Two-in-One: Scan 
and Video Capture 

Bottom Line: Recommended. If you think you 
might want to capture video images even oc¬ 
casionally, then the well-priced ImageStudio 
VF makes perfect sense. 


Storm’s ImageStudio VF, the 
first flatbed scanner that can 
also capture single frames of 
video from your camcorder or VCR, fea¬ 
tures a compact design and a software 
bundle with excellent creative and video 
software. The $199.99 ImageStudio VF 
earns a FamilyPC Recommended score 
for its attractive combination of fim, fea¬ 
tures, and value. 

A capable 600- by 600-dot-per-inch 
scanner with 36-bit processing, the Image¬ 
Studio VF stands out for its video-capture 
capability. You simply connect any video 
device (such as a camcorder, VCR, or 
DVD player) to the scanner’s composite 
video or S-video interface, and the Scan- 
Bank software captures a single video 
frame as readily as scanning a photo or 



A Twofer Storm’s ImageStudio marries a scanner 
with a built-in video-capture device. 


document page. Storm in¬ 
cludes a good software 
mix, including Adobe 
PhotoDeluxe and a suite of 
Internet software. 

Beyond the novelty of 
the built-in video capture, 
the compact ImageStudio 
VF is just 2.3 inches thick, 
has seven-day-a-week tele¬ 
phone support, and comes 
with both parallel and USB 
port connections. 

—Jon Pepper 
Storm Technologies, 888- 
438-3279, www.stormtech.com; 
$199.99. 


New 2-D/3-D Cards Let 
Gamers Have It All 


Buying a 3-D graphics card to speed up your 
favorite games just got easier. The new gen¬ 
eration of2-D/3-D cards cost less but offer 
power to spare by combining a huge 16MB 
of memory, single-slot convenience, moder¬ 
ate price, and excellent 2-D performance 
with 3-D performance. Who says you can’t 
have it all? 


Guillemot Phoenix 

3-D for 
the Masses 

Bottom Line: Recommended. The Phoenix is 
an outstanding value for the game player 
who values entertainment more than cutting- 
edge performance. 


The Guillemot Phoenix rises 
out of the pack of graphics ac¬ 
celerator cards with a refreshing 
price. But just because this $89.99 PCI 
card is light on price doesn’t mean it’s light 
on power. 

The 16MB Phoenix is based on the 
Voodoo Banshee chip, the 2-D/3-D ver¬ 
sion of the chip that powers 3-D-only 
cards like the muscular Diamond Monster 
3D II and Creative Labs 3D Blaster Voo- 
doo2. Plus, the Phoenix’s Voodoo2 lineage 


makes it compatible with tons of games. 

While the Phoenix is slower than 3-D- j 
only graphics cards when processing tex¬ 
ture-rich games such as Quake II, it’s faster 
with less complex games. The bundled 
software includes Half-Life Day One and 
Tonic Trouble Special Edition. It also 
includes playable demos of Incoming, 

Hexen II, Redline Racer, S.C.A.R.S., Sub 
Culture, Star Wars: Shadows of the Em¬ 
pire, and Star Wars: Jedi Knight Dark 
Forces II. 

The Phoenix doesn’t offer as many fea¬ 
tures or as much power as the other cards 
reviewed in this roundup, though it is rea¬ 
sonably close. Its Voodoo compatibility, 
however, guarantees almost universal 
game support. — Sheldon Leemon 

Guillemot, 877-484-5536, www.guillemot 
.com; $89.99 (with $20 rebate). 

STB Velocity 4400 

High-Performance 

2-D/3-D 

Bottom Line: Recommended. The fast, pow¬ 
erful, and affordable Velocity 4400 will 
appeal to anyone who's looking for better 
gaming performance. 


f jjc The powerful STB Velocity 
» 4400 combines 16MB of graph- 
^ ics memory with state-of-the- 
art 2-D and 3-D graphics to make pro¬ 
ductivity programs more responsive and 
game play more realistic. Based on the 
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Guess who has 

THE POWER TO NETWORK? 



Introducing the PassPort" Plug-In 
Network!" Now any AC outlet is an 
instant network connection. 

Networking doesn’t get much 
easier than this. Because now 
you can create an instant net¬ 
work using nothing more than 
your electrical outlets and the 
PassPort Plug-in Network. There 
are no additional wires to run, 
no holes to drill, no intimidating 
cards to install in your PCs. 


PassPort 


Simply connect the parallel 
cable from your PC or printer to your 
PassPort Plug-in adapter, plug it 
into any electrical outlet, load the 
software, and you're done. It’s that simple. In no time at all 
you'll be able to share a single Internet connection, printers, 
files or multi-user games between two or more PCs. All 
through the AC wiring already installed in your home or office. 

To learn more about how easy — and affordable — 
the PassPort Plug-In Network really is, visit our Web site today 
at KimWU MMifel Call toll-free 1-877-INTELOGIS, or 
stop by any CompUSA, Staples, Fry’s or Tech Data. And unleash 
the power to network. 















Hardware 



A Threefer The Marvel G200-TV accelerates graphics, captures video, < 
and puts TV on the PC. 


Riva TNT chip, the $199 STB Velocity 
4400 offers dynamic performance at an af¬ 
fordable price. 

The card’s 3-D performance is impres¬ 
sive: The Velocity 4400 runs graphics-in¬ 
tensive games like Quake II at frame rates 
similar to those of high-end 3-D-only 
boards such as Diamond’s Monster 3D II 
and Creative Labs’ 3D Blaster Voodoo2. 
On less demanding 3-D games, the Ve¬ 
locity 4400 runs even faster than the 3-D- 
only boards. 

We like the Velocity 4400’s control soft¬ 
ware that lets hard-core gaming fanatics 
squeeze the last drop of performance out 
of a favorite game. The software bundle 
includes the full versions of Forsaken and 
Asymetrix Digital Video Producer. 

Available in both PCI and AGP ver¬ 
sions, the Velocity 4400 also comes with 
TV output so you can play games on the 
big screen. — Sheldon Leemon 

STB Systems, 972-234-8750, www.stb.com; 
$199. 

Diamond Viper V550 

Virtual 

Twin 

Bottom Line: Recommended. If you’d rather 
just play and not worry about extracting 
every last drop of power, you should buy the 
Viper V550. 


Klljp The Viper V550's design is so 
similar to that of the Velocity 
4400 that its performance characteristics 
are almost identical. It sells for $199.95, 
sports 16MB of video memory, is based 
on the Riva TNT chip, and shares the 
same performance scores. The difference 


between the two cards is in the 
software that controls each 
card and in the bundled soft¬ 
ware. 

The Viper’s control pro¬ 
gram, Diamond’s In Control 
Tools, adds convenient fea¬ 
tures and shortcuts, such as 
left-button Start Menu pop- 
ups, but no accelerator ad¬ 
justments other than gamma 
(brightness) controls. The 
Viper’s software bundle has a 
slight edge, though. It includes 
the full version of Motorhead, 

Microsoft’s Windows 98 game 
sampler, MGI Photosuite SE 
graphics software, Software 
DVD (AGP only), and 3-D 
business graphics software. 

Both cards perform well and can han¬ 
dle just about any gaming requirement. It 
boils down to your needs. If you’re heav¬ 
ily into gaming, you’ll appreciate the per¬ 
formance tweaking you can do with the 
Velocity 4400. — Sheldon Leemon 

Diamond Multimedia, 800-468-5846, 
www.diamondmm.com; $199.95. 

Video Editing...and More 
Matrox Marvel G200-TV 

2-D/3-D, TV, and 
Video Editing 

Bottom Line: Recommended. If you want to 
tame your home videos, have another TV, 
and get the most out of your PC graphics, 
the Marvel makes a marvelous choice. 


The $299 Marvel G200-TV 
provides the easiest way to edit 
video we’ve seen, and includes 
other popular features such as 2-D/3-D 
graphics acceleration and a TV tuner. 

The Marvel consists of the 8MB Matrox 
Mystique G200 2-D and 3-D graphics ac¬ 
celerator card (see December Hardware 
Reviews), an external, paperback-size 
video box (for connecting VCRs and cam¬ 
corders), and the software bundle. The 
Marvel box also doubles as a TV tuner: 
You can plug in your cable and watch TV 
on your PC, or set the software to view 
your video source. Whether it’s a TV, cam¬ 
corder, DVD, or VCR, the Matrox Mar¬ 
vel lets you record all the video clips you 
like and save them to disk. 

Matrox bundles Avid Cinema, an easy- 
to-master application. Follow the steps 
and you’ll soon have a seamless video 
complete with titles and soundtrack. As 
with all video editing, you’ll need a lot of 
hard drive space. Even highly compressed 
digital videos require a minimum of 
11MB per minute of footage. Ultimately, 
saving the edited video onto standard 
VHS tape is your best bet if you want to 
share your work with an audience. 

The Marvel G200-TV provides three 
tools in one well-priced package. 

—Eric Griffith 
Marvel G200-TV, 800-361-1408, www 
.matrox.com; $299. 


At a Glance: 2-D/3-0 Cards 

Quake II frames per Quake II frames per 

_Score Price second, 640 by 480 pixels second; 800 by 600 pixels 

Guillemot Phoenix (§) $89.99 49.7 41 

STB Velocity 4400 (90) $199 53 51 

Diamond Viper V550 (§) $199.95 53.1 51 

Performance tests were run on a 300-MHz Pentium II system with AGP graphics. 
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Fit to Print 

111 family testers review 
and rate five publishing 
programs By Philip Bishop 

I f your family is like mine, you almost need your 
own printing press to keep up with communi¬ 
cations between family and friends. Fortunately, 
home publishing programs turn your PC and 
printer into a mini publishing plant, capable of 
keeping up with any family’s printing needs. These publishing powerhouses let you create and print cards, 
stationery, newsletters, banners, toys, party favors, and more, and they include tens of thousands of pieces of clip 
art and hundreds of ready-made projects created by design pros. 



Line them up side by side, and the big 
three home publishing programs — Print 
Shop, PrintMaster, and Print Artist — 
look very similar. But when you look a lit¬ 
tle closer, as 111 of our testers recently did, 
these heavyweights of home publishing 
are not as similar as they seem, and each 
is better suited to a particular user. 


Print Shop Deluxe 6.0, the granddaddy 
of the bunch, is the all-around best home 
publishing program. It jumps out ahead 
this year, with new tools (including a Web 
page-builder), art, and a slick interface. 
PrintMaster is notable for its specialized 
clip art, including photos from National 
Geographic magazine. Print Artist, which 
was our Family Tested 
top pick in May 1997, 
features too few en¬ 
hancements to main¬ 
tain its top ranking. It 
received a solid third 
place in this roundup. 

Testers also looked at 
two full-featured pub¬ 
lishing programs aimed 
at small businesses: Mi¬ 
crosoft Publisher 98 
and Serif PagePlus 5.0. 
Publisher 98 is leagues 
ahead of its competi¬ 
tion and ideally suited 
for small businesses. 


Home Publishing Programs 

Print Shop Deluxe 6.0 

No Need to 
Shop Further 

Bottom Line: Recommended. This is the best 
all-around home publishing program, featur¬ 
ing an easy interface and great tools, clip art, 
and premade layouts. 

S Print Shop 6.0 takes top Fam- 
I ilyTested honors among new 
_ home publishing programs be¬ 
cause, as testers found, it is supremely easy 
to use and contains templates and wizards 
for all the print projects a family will need. 
It also features more than 100,000 pieces 
of quality clip art, tools for building Web 
pages, a photo cataloger, and more. 

The developers of Print Shop 6.0 paid 
close attention to the details. The program 
is easy to navigate and understand, and it 
contains many nice touches. For example, 



Premiere Print Package Print Shop is back on top of the home publishing 
programs, with tons of new projects and tools. 
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to find clip art in other publishing pro¬ 
grams you must scroll through pages of 
thumbnail images. Print Shop 6.0 features 
thumbnails as well as a label that pops up 
and describes the clip art, which you can 
see at a glance. 

Print Shop has all the features you’d ex¬ 
pect: over 100,000 graphics — including 
fine art images and photos — plus over 
6600 layouts that you can modify. The 
package also includes three additional 
programs: Photo Organizer 1.0, Web Site 
Designer 1.0, and Press Writer 2.0. 

Photo Organizer lets you import pho¬ 
tos into ready-made category folders, per¬ 
form basic retouching, view photos in a 
slide show, and easily export pictures to 
Print Shop projects. 

Web Site Designer is a slick program 
for making very simple Web pages that 
contain text, pictures, and links, but not 
much more. Although it doesn’t have any 
tools to help you manage your site, it fea¬ 
tures a wizard to help you easily get your 
page onto the Web. 

Press Writer features tools for creating 
more complex, business-style print pieces, 
such as newsletters and reports. 

Testers Said: “It’s easy to use and has a great 
selection of graphics.” — Donna Politzi, 
Oswego, New York 

“I like the Quick Start feature. Some¬ 
times I’m not sure exactly what I want to 
do, and this gets me going.” — Melanie 
Ciparik, Jarrettsville, Maryland 
Broderbund, 800-567-2610, www.printshop 
.com; Windows 95 CD, $49.95. 


PrintMaster Platinum 7.0 

Put Yourself 
in Pictures 


Bottom Line: Recommended. This easy-to-use 
publishing program contains clip art and 
projects you are unlikely to find elsewhere, 
including photos from National Geographic. 

S When PrintMaster first ap- 
k peared, it was the ugly duckling 
of home publishing programs 
— a clunky interface wrapped around av¬ 
erage clip art. What set it apart was its nar¬ 


rated help system. Now it’s as easy to use 
as the rest, and it contains some of the best 
clip art around. 

In fact, PrintMaster includes three ex¬ 
clusive collections of clip art — beautiful 
National Geographic photos, colorful 
American Greetings projects, and a col¬ 
lection of original artwork — for a total 
of about 150,000 images. If you want still 
more artwork, you can purchase addi¬ 
tional art and projects — such as special 



Clip-Art King PrintMaster Platinum contains art 
that you can't find anywhere else. 

items related to Christmas or the NFL — 
through an online link in the program. 

PrintMaster 7.0 also includes Serif 
DrawPlus, BorderPlus, Cartoon-O-Matic, 
and PhotoEnhancer, four bonus programs 
that are well integrated into the main pro¬ 
gram. For example, when you finish 
working on an illustration in DrawPlus, 
the program automatically places it in 
your current project. 

Testers thought the Web publishing 
feature, which lets you create a very basic 
site, was useful mostly as a place to prac¬ 
tice Web site ideas. Several testers were 
unhappy that PrintMaster automatically 
installs a copy of Internet Explorer 4.0, 
which it needs for Web publishing and its 
Help system. 

Testers Said: “Tons and tons of graphics! I 
used graphics for school, my husband 
used graphics for his school, my oldest 
son used graphics for a school project, and 
my youngest son just likes to print pic¬ 
tures.” — Kim Barham, Portland, Tennessee 

“The wizards are terrific. I used the 
Web Publisher wizard to do all the work 
to get me up to the Web through my ISP.” 
—Tom Adams, Lansing, Michigan 
Mindscape, 617-761-3000, www.mind- 
scape.com; Windows 95 CD, $69.95. 


Print Artist Platinum 

No Longer at the 
Top of the Charts 

Bottom Line: Print Artist is a capable program 
- just not as capable as its competition. 


When we last reviewed Print 
Artist, in May 1997, we crowned 
it the reigning champ among 
publishing programs. But champions only 
remain on top if they keep ahead of the 
competition. Over the past 20 months, 
testers said, Print Artist has lost ground. 

While Print Artist has fine features and 
excellent clip art, it isn’t as easy or as fun 
to use as the competition. For example, in ) 
contrast to Print Shop and PrintMaster, 
which hold your hand as you build a proj¬ 
ect, Print Artist features a rather imper¬ 
sonal interface that offers many options 
but little assistance. 

If you need to edit a photo, find an ad¬ 
ditional craft project for your kids, cre¬ 
ate a card to send over the Internet, or 
manage your fonts, Print Artist includes 
programs to perform these tasks. These 
add-on programs seem almost like after¬ 
thoughts, however, and are not well inte¬ 
grated into Print Artist. Another criticism 
testers had was that the program lacked 


Shaky Ground Testers said Print Artist Is good, but 
no longer the best publishing program. 

support for the right mouse button — a 
handy feature all the other programs have. 

Despite these concerns, the twelve-CD- 
ROM Print Artist Platinum will let you 
create cards, signs, labels, banners, cal¬ 
endars, and even 3-D crafts. It has 4000 
ready-made layouts, 150,000 graphics, 
29,000 photos, 300 fonts, and 1000 quotes 
you can add to your projects. 

One eagle-eyed tester noted that when 
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B) 289-APCC x8211 • FAX: (401) 788-2797 


Not all surge protectors are alike 

Life presents many risks, most people seek out the 
best insurance to reduce the threat of these risks, so 
why would you trust the protection of your PC to 
some outlet strip? APC is the world leader in power 
protection; we provide you with premium, reliable 
surge protection, and the peace of mind that comes 
from knowing you have the best protection. 


□ YES! Please send me information about new SurgeStation. 

□ NO, I am not interested in SurgeStation at this time, bi 
add me to your quarterly newsletter mailing list. 


FREE Guide to Surge Protection! 

■ The SurgeStation", APC’s latest offering, accepts the challenge issued by APC customers to incorporate 
several “dream features " while maintaining the key elements and high-performance that make 
SurgeArresf one of the best selling surge suppressors in the world. Just mail this completed card to 
APC for your FREE guide to surge protection. 
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to find clip art in other publishing pro¬ 
grams you must scroll through pages of 
thumbnail images. Print Shop 6.0 features 
thumbnails as well as a label that pops up 
and describes the clip art, which you can 
see at a glance. 

Print Shop has all the features you’d ex¬ 
pect: over 100,000 graphics — including 
fine art images and photos — plus over 
6600 layouts that you can modify. The 
package also includes three additional 
programs: Photo Organizer 1.0, Web Site 
Designer 1.0, and Press Writer 2.0. 

Photo Organizer lets you import pho¬ 
tos into ready-made category folders, per¬ 
form basic retouching, view photos in a 
slide show, and easily export pictures to 
Print Shop projects. 

Web Site Designer is a slick program 
for making very simple Web pages that 
contain text, pictures, and links, but not 
much more. Although it doesn’t have any 
tools to help you manage your site, it fea¬ 
tures a wizard to help you easily get your 
page onto the Web. 

PressWriter features tools for creating 
more complex, business-style print pieces, 
such as newsletters and reports. 

Testers Said: “It’s easy to use and has a great 
selection of graphics.” —Donna Politzi, 
Oswego, New York 
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rated help system. Now it’s as easy to use 
as the rest, and it contains some of the best 
clip art around. 

In fact, PrintMaster includes three ex¬ 
clusive collections of clip art — beautiful 
National Geographic photos, colorful 
American Greetings projects, and a col¬ 
lection of original artwork — for a total 
of about 150,000 images. If you want still 
more artwork, you can purchase addi¬ 
tional art and projects — such as special 



Clip-Art King PrintMaster Platinum contains art 
that you can’t find anywhere else. 

items related to Christmas or the NFL — 
through an online link in the program. 

PrintMaster 7.0 also includes Serif 
DrawPlus, BorderPlus, Cartoon-O-Matic, 
and PhotoEnhancer, four bonus programs 
that are well integrated into the main pro¬ 
gram. For example, when you finish 
working on an illustration in DrawPlns. _ 



Print Artist Platinum 

No Longer at the 
Top of the Charts 

Bottom Line: Print Artist is a capable program 
- just not as capable as its competition. 

When we last reviewed Print 
Artist, in May 1997, we crowned 
it the reigning champ among 
publishing programs. But champions only 
remain on top if they keep ahead of the 
competition. Over the past 20 months, 
testers said, Print Artist has lost ground. 

While Print Artist has fine features and 
excellent clip art, it isn’t as easy or as fun 
to use as the competition. For example, in I 
contrast to Print Shop and PrintMaster, 
which hold your hand as you build a proj¬ 
ect, Print Artist features a rather imper¬ 
sonal interface that offers many options 
but little assistance. 

If you need to edit a photo, find an ad¬ 
ditional craft project for your kids, cre¬ 
ate a card to send over the Internet, or 
manage your fonts, Print Artist includes 
programs to perform these tasks. These 
add-on programs seem almost like after¬ 
thoughts, however, and are not well inte¬ 
grated into Print Artist. Another criticism 
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familiar and easy to use. If you need to 
create projects quickly, you can choose 
from 1600 templates for newslet¬ 
ters, brochures, flyers, business 
cards, letterhead, Web sites, 
and more. An excellent feature 
of these templates is the Color 
Schemes — 60 in all — 
which let you easily apply 
ipatible colors to any pub¬ 
lication you create. 

Another time-saving feature 
lets you create a range of doc¬ 
uments — such as a business 
card, letterhead, and brochure 
— with a consistent design fea¬ 
turing the same fonts, headline 
and border styles, colors, and more. Pub¬ 
lisher also lets you quickly create tables 
and — as with Microsoft Word — auto¬ 
matically checks your spelling as you type. 

Publisher 98 produces handsome doc¬ 
uments with a minimum of fuss. Publish¬ 
er 2000, which shipped as this issue went 
to press, contains dozens of enhance¬ 
ments. Its new tools to help you print 
projects commercially should change the 
way small businesses get the word out. 
Testers Said: “You can use the software to 
do something as easy as create a card or as 
hard as make a Web site.” — Tiffany Lum, 
10, Buena Park, California 

“So many things are done for you. It 
walks you through the steps about what 

S Microsoft Publisher 98 is a you want to do.” — Matthew Marshall, Sr., 
I solid and versatile desktop Belmore, New York 

publishing program for home Microsoft, 800-426-9400, www.microsoft 
and work-at-home business, as well as for .com; Windows 95 CD, $99.95. 
school projects in the high¬ 
er grades. Its slick design 
tools let you create, among 
other things, a coordinated 
look across a number of 
printed items, including let¬ 
terhead, envelopes, ads, and 
business cards. 

Like most of Microsoft’s 
other productivity pro¬ 
grams, Publisher 98 fea¬ 
tures a classic Windows 
interface and makes exten¬ 
sive use of wizards and on¬ 
line help. Users of Microsoft Happy to Help Publisher's nonintrusive help system quickly gets you 
Office products will find it out of technical and stylistic trouble. 


it says on the package that “Print Artist for 
Kids” is included, it refers in fact to the 
bonus program Print Artist 
Craft Factory SE. 

Testers were not bowled 
over by this latest version of t- 
Print Artist, although they 1 
were pleased by its scope and 
usefulness. It’s still a good buy, 
they said — but it’s no longer 
the best buy. 

Testers Said: “The music is hip, 
the colors are vivid, and the 
projects are endless.” — Snow 
White, Austin, Texas 

“Both children and adults can 
use it after very little time.” — 

Tanya Smith, Exton, Pennsylvania 
Sierra, 800-757-7707, www.sierra. 
Windows 95 CD, $49.95. 


Work-at-Home Publishers 

Microsoft Publisher 98 

For Folks Serious 
About Style 

Bottom Line: Recommended. This full-fea¬ 
tured publishing program is one of the 
most valuable programs you can buy for a 
work-at-home business. 



PagePlus 5.0 

PagePlus Has 
Several Minuses 

Bottom Line: PagePlus costs the same as Mi¬ 
crosoft Publisher 98 but doesn't compare or 
compete. 


@ As a desktop publishing pro- 
gram designed primarily for 
small and home businesses, 
PagePlus 5.0 goes head-to-head with Mi¬ 
crosoft Publisher 98. However, PagePlus 
is way out of its weight class, said testers, 
and would find itself flat on its back be¬ 
fore the first-round bell sounded. 

PagePlus 5.0 is not without merit. It 


Non Plussed Testers were disappointed by the 
inconsistencies in Serif PagePlus. 

contains 300 templates for such items as 
brochures, newsletters, and advertise¬ 
ments. It also has 17,500 pieces of clip art 
and 400 fonts. Even its interface, which at 
times seems arbitrarily organized, con¬ 
tains valuable components. The Change 
Bar, in particular, is nicely designed and 
works well. With this small floating palette 
you can, for example, quickly change a 
picture’s corner angles, color, and shade, 
either by selecting values or by dragging 
slider bars to adjust. 

But such originality is in short supply. 
Almost everything else testers had seen be¬ 
fore and seen done better. They especial¬ 
ly thought that the templates were often 
uninspired and that the clip art didn’t pro¬ 
vide enough variety. 

Testers Said: “There are too many other 
programs that do desktop publishing 
much better.” — Gregory Berg, Boise, Idaho 
Serif, 800-557-3743, www.serif.com; Win¬ 
dows 95 CD, $59.95. 
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Make the memories really worth sharing. 


REAL LIFE 

(only better) 
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Transform ordinary photos into 
over 300 exciting, personalized 
projects you can share as 
prints, emails, greeting cards, 
calendars, sports cards, Web 
pages and much more. 

Photo Express is the fast track 
to photo fun because easy-to- 
recognize icons replace pull¬ 
down menus. Remove red-eye 
and scratches, brighten, crop 
and add eye-catching text and 
special effects all at the touch 
of a button. 


Turn your best video footage 
into exciting movies to show to 
your family and friends on tape, 
CD-ROM, over the Internet, as 
video email or even as a special 
video greeting card. 

VideoStudio is the fastest way 
to great home video because it 
guides you step by step 
through the editing process. 
You can easily trim to the best 
action, add effects, place titles 
and even do your own 
voiceover narration. 



* 99 . 95 * 


Go to www.ulead.com/reallife 
for a chance to WIN a digital video or still camera. 


3 Ulead Photo Express and Ulead VideoStudio are featured at these superstores: 

COMPIMA .frq*S miCTOCEnCE* O fficeMax 

*Estimated street price. © 1992-1998 Ulead Systems, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Ulead, Photo Express and VideoStudio 
are registered trademarks and the Ulead Systems logo is a trademark of Ulead Systems, which may be registered in 
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KIDS 


Adventures in Typing with 
Timon & Pumbaa 

Kids Love 
Its Type 

Bottom Line: Recommended. A lively and fun 
typing tutorial with games that help mask the 
repetitious nature of typing practice. 

Timon and Pumbaa, the jungle 
jesters from The Lion King, are 
itching for an adventure. With 
your child as their guide, no one even no¬ 
tices that the fun revolves around boring 
old typing practice. Adventures in Typing 
is visually appealing, with lush jungle 
backgrounds and fluid animations. And 
when it comes to personality, the program 
is loaded — its wisecracks, sound effects, 
and sight gags will keep kids giggling as 
their fingers are wiggling. 

Adventures in Typing features well- 
designed lessons centered around stan¬ 
dard typing drills, starting with practice 
on the home row and moving on to other 
keys after kids show proficiency. Kids 
must finish a series of drills before they 
move on to games in which Timon and 
Pumbaa shoot berries at bugs, slake their 
thirst at an old water pump, and munch 
grubs by a waterfall as your child types the 
correct letters. 

Adventures in Typing’s structure is kid- 
friendly: Lessons are short, sweet, and 
manageable, and are always followed by 
engaging games. Throughout the pro¬ 
gram, Rafiki the baboon host gives advice 
that’s tailored to kids. The first lesson, for 



Finger Fun Arcade-style games with Timon and 
Pumbaa take the torture out of typing drills. 


example, involves proper posture, and here 
Rafiki advises kids to keep their feet on the 
floor — if they can. The tone is just right, 
too — not too formal, not condescending. 

Adventures in Typing is a super pro¬ 
gram for kids, and parents may well find 
it succeeds where other typing programs 
— especially adult-oriented programs 
claiming to work for kids as well — have 
failed. — Cristine Santo 

Disney Interactive, 800-900-9234, www 
.disneyinteractive.com; Mac and Windows 
CD, $34.95; ages 6 and up. 

Learn to Program BASIC 

Get with 
This Program 

Bottom Line: Recommended. Humor helps 
junior high kids learn how to write computer 
programs. 

Learn to Program BASIC eases 
your middle-schooler into com¬ 
puter programming by making 
extensive — and very successful — use 
of humor. 

The BASIC programming language is 
not as widely taught or used as it was a few 
years ago. Nevertheless, it is a great intro¬ 
duction to programming, and the tone of 
this tutorial makes it fun to learn. A screen 
doesn’t just fade to black in this program; 
instead, Civil War soldiers blast it away or 
a cruise ship rams through the screen. 
When discussing variables, the program 
cuts away to “The Variable Show,” a brief 
skit that explains the subject in the style of 
a game show. The host of Learn to Pro¬ 
gram BASIC — Media Man — is himself 
a fun animation. 

Beyond the silliness, the program ad¬ 
dresses serious stuff. Learn to Program 
BASIC contains 10 half-hour animated 
lessons that take your child step-by-step 
through the basics of BASIC. The infor¬ 
mation is supplied in bite-size chunks, 
and your child can take as long as he wants 
to digest each morsel. He actually starts 
programming in the first lesson. 

The CD-ROM contains more than 50 
exercises and 10 projects in which your 



BASIC Needs Fun and games help Introduce kids to 
programming using the BASIC programming language. 


child can modify games to help reinforce 
what he has studied in the tutorial section. 
Kids can also compare and share ideas and 
get help from other students through In¬ 
terplay’s Web site. 

Using this disc your child can gain a 
better understanding of how computers 
work. The discipline and logical thinking 
required to master BASIC can be applied 
to all areas of learning. — Philip Bishop 
Interplay, 800-468-3775, www.interplay 
.com; Mac and Windows CD, $29.95; ages 
10 and up. 

KidSpeak 

Parlez Vous 
Espanol? 

Bottom Line: Recommended. A colorful smor¬ 
gasbord lets kids ages six and up get a taste 
of 10 languages. 

The uninhibited years of early 
childhood are the best time to 
learn a language (and pretty 
much anything else). But which language 
should your child learn? 

KidSpeak is a fun sampler that intro¬ 
duces kids six and up to 10 languages: 
Spanish, French, Italian, German, Japa¬ 
nese, Indonesian, Korean, Hebrew, Chi¬ 
nese, and Portuguese. It contains 10 
programs that use animated exercises, 
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games, and songs to teach your child pro¬ 
nunciation, the alphabet, word recogni¬ 
tion, simple sentence structure, numbers, 
and telling time in each of the languages. 
It teaches about 700 words and expression 
per language, and there are three levels of 
difficulty for most activities. 

The programs, hosted by a child and a 
pet associated with the target language, 
use the immersion approach to learning 
— speaking and writing only in the lan¬ 
guage being taught (although some nav¬ 
igational help in English is just a click 
away). As kids play memory games, con¬ 
nect the dots, and other activities, Kid- 
Speak pronounces the numbers, letters, 
words, and phrases associated with them. 
A blackboard area serves as a convenient 
reference to the elements being learned. 

The animations, while simple, are gen¬ 
erally colorful and charming and are sure 
to appeal to kids. (On a few occasions, 
such as when a child angrily whacks her 
pet on the head, the animators show ques¬ 
tionable judgment.) 

While the immersion method is gener¬ 
ally accepted as the best way to learn a lan¬ 
guage, the songs, at least, need translating, 
as there is little likelihood that you or your 
child will be able to figure out from the re¬ 
sources provided what is being sung. Also, 
the Asian languages (and Hebrew) are so 
foreign to Western ears that more help 
would have been welcome. 

Despite these drawbacks, KidSpeak of¬ 
fers kids a great opportunity to hear how 
diverse the world’s languages are and to 
learn some of their basic elements. 


—Philip Bishop 
Transparent Language, 800-752-1767, 



Sky’s the Limit KidSpeak teaches the basics of 10 
languages to kids ages six and up. 


www.transparent.com; Mac and Windows 
CD, $49.95; ages 6 and up. 

Super Tutor Spelling 

Not the Write 
Choice 

Bottom Line: Disappointing graphics and non¬ 
compelling activities spell disaster for this 
not-so-super tutor. 

There’s one word you’ll need 
to be able to spell if you buy 
Super Tutor Spelling: mediocre. 
Its activities, designed for grades seven to 
12, are generally uninspired, and its 



Haunted Spell Super Tutor Spelling is so dull and 
its graphics are so plain that it’s scary. 


graphics are antiquated. 

Super Tutor Spelling consists of 100 
word lists that are presented to your child 
through six activities in each of seven lo¬ 
cations. But although these seven loca¬ 
tions have different names — like Sports 
Arena, Retro Depot, and Music Store — 
the six activities are the same no matter 
where your child chooses to go. 

This lack of variety might be forgivable 
if the program’s activities were super, but 
in fact they’re juvenile and disappointing, 
so playing them is tedious. 

In one activity, called Cast a Spell, your 
child must drag the letters of a scrambled 
word into the correct order. While this ac¬ 
tivity has educational merit, the graphics 
— a black cat and other “spooky” stuff— 
would have a hard time keeping the at¬ 
tention of a seven-year-old let alone a sev¬ 
enth-grader. 

All in all, Super Tutor Spelling is not a 
super tutor at all. — Philip Bishop 


Super Tutor, 408-523-4788, www.super- 
tutor.com; Windows 95 CD, $29.99; ages 12 
to 18. 


3D Castle Creator 

One from the 
Dark Ages 

Bottom Line: This simple creativity program 
lets kids construct on-screen castles. It has 
mediocre graphics and limited replay value. 


© Using over 60 3-D pieces 
based on real medieval archi¬ 
tecture, including towers, moats, 
and gardens, kids build their own castle 
and learn about casde life and times (with 
prebuilt and half-built starter castles, con¬ 
struction is pretty straightforward). Kids 
then decorate their castle with on-screen 
Crayola colors and patterns and can view 
and print it in various perspectives. They 
can also print castle-themed stationery. 

Your child can move around the 3-D 
castles and view period characters, in¬ 
cluding a king, a page, and a minstrel. The 
Castle Handbook dispenses historical in¬ 
formation about castles and castle life. 


It all sounds very rosy, but our 42 
testers said that 3D Castle Creator’s core 



Moat Maker Create castles, view their Insides, 
and leam about the Middle Ages. 


features — the graphics, interactivity, and 
3-D movement — match up very poorly 
with modern-day education or entertain¬ 
ment software kids know and love. 

Kids Said: “It gets boring after a while. 
There is nothing new to do.” — Daniel 
Eisenberg, eight, Columbia, Maryland 
Parents Said: “The castle-building tools are 
decent, but the graphics are too crude, 



FAMILYPC JANUARY 1999 • 


129 














Software 




his daughter, Diane Disney Miller, would 
no doubt have pleased even Walt, who al¬ 
ways insisted on using state-of-the-art 
technology to tell a tale. 

Walt Disney: An Intimate History of 
the Man and His Magic covers Disney’s 
vast career, from movies to television to 
theme parks, with home movies, photos, 
audio recordings, and more. You start the 
exploration in the Main 
Hall, an “imaginarium” of 
3-D virtual spaces. From 
here you can browse home 
movies, rare material from 
the Disney Archives (such 
as Walt’s early drawings), 
letters, and essays about 
Disney by leading film crit¬ 
ics and historians. The disc 
also includes multimedia 
presentations on Disney’s 
life and work and a sample 
of his recorded recollec¬ 
tions. There are photos, Man and Mouse Walt Disney’s CD-ROM biography contains previously 
plus audio and video seg- unrevealed Disney treasures. 


ments featuring his parents, wife, children, 
grandchildren, and the artists who helped 
bring his creative vision to life. 

Even casual Disney fans will find it in¬ 
teresting to take a virtual tour of Epcot 
Center as Disney originally envisioned it. 
The tour includes line drawings of the 
original city and transportation systems. 

In the Theater you can watch the mak- 


and there is not enough interaction to 
make the game worth buying.” —Brian 
Monsell, Takoma Park, Maryland 
IBM, 800-426-7235, www.ibm.com/pc/us/soft- 
ware; Windows 95 CD, $19.95; ages 7 to 12. 


Family Library 


Walt Disney: An Intimate History 
of the Man and His Magic 

The Man 

Behind the Mouse 


Bottom Line: Recommended. This well- 
made, intimate multimedia biography of 
Walt Disney includes movies, photos, and 
drawings never before made public. 


True fans of Walt Disney can 
k never get enough. His life as a 
businessman, filmmaker, and 


creator is a subject well covered in books. 
But his newest bio, made with help from 
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Perpetually Plain There's nothing special about the Sierra Club’s electronic calendar. 


ing of Disney’s most popular movies and 
characters. The disc also includes interac¬ 
tive activities, where you try your hand at 
designing a background, adding a musical 
score, or making your own animation. 

An extensive library and hyperlink and 
bookmark features make this program a 
complete and accessible picture of a very 
public icon, while showing the private side 
of the family man behind the mouse. 

—Amy Mehaffey 
Pantheon Productions, 800-900-9234, 
| www.disneyinteractive.com; Windows 95, 
$39.99. 


Earth Journal: 

Sierra Club Perpetual Calendar Software 

Nothing Lasts 
Forever 

Bottom Line: This capable calendar and per¬ 
sonal organizer has plenty of information 
about the Sierra Club but far too few photos. 

/■AjCfe, The new year is upon us, 
w hich means it’s time to run out 
and buy a new calendar. Unless 
you own a perpetual calendar, that is. 
Earth Journal: The Sierra Club Perpetual 
Calendar Software is an organizer that will 
last forever. No millennium bug here. 


Earth Journal is an electronic datebook 
and calendar that can present any date up 
through 9999, and you can access each 
date by hour, week, and month, with 
events and alarms programmed in. It also 
includes an address book, to-do list, and 
scheduling program, as well as a diary. 
Sierra Club fans will enjoy the complete 
Sierra Club history, as well as information 
about outings and local chapters. It fea¬ 
tures a primer of eco-issues and a list of 
environmental Web sites. 

The pages of the calendar are illustrat¬ 
ed with beautiful full-color scenes of 
mountains, beaches, and wildlife, but un¬ 
fortunately there are too few photos. “In 
wilderness is the preservation of the 
world,” wrote Henry David Thoreau. If 
only Earth Journal preserved more wilder¬ 
ness, however virtual it may be. There are 
only 52 photos and quotes in the program, 
one for each week of any given year. In¬ 
stead of fronting every page, the art is 
shown only beside the weekly calendar 
and is hidden during most tasks. You can 
display photos on a full screen and print 
them, but they are bound to get old well 
before the year 9999. Despite the price ad¬ 
vantage of a perpetual calendar, the pro¬ 
gram can’t match the print versions. 

—Bruce Watson 
Sierra Club, 800-935-1056, www.sierra- 
club.com; Windows CD, $29.95. 


Statement of Ownership 
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Save Your Sa 


Cool games to brighten up the 
long, dark days of winter 


Whether you’re looking for a little bone-jarring on-ice action, California 
dreamin' about revved-up racing along the highway, or planning a 
placid evening with a CD-ROM board game or a round of cards, 
GameTime’s got you covered this month. 


NHL 99 

The Puck 
Stops Here 

Bottom Line: Recommended. Faster-paced 
action and better graphics make this the 
best hockey game going. Difficulty: Prepare 
to practice. 

f jfc The new features in NHL 99 
[■ —including automated shot de- 
^ flections and smarter teammates 
and opponents — make this hockey game 
a power play you won’t want to miss. 

NHL 99 offers exhibition or season play 
(26 or 82 games), playoffs, and penalty- 
shot modes. A new feature, Coaching 
Drills, allows you to practice skills before 
you hit the ice. The game includes all 27 
NHL teams and 18 international teams. 



Slap Happy If you play 10-minute periods and 
make fewer than 50 shots on goal per game, you're 
simply not shooting enough. 


Everyone knows the anguish of a tied 0- 
to-0 hockey game late in the third. This 
year, EA increased the game’s pace, so you 
can count on higher scores and shot totals. 
NHL 99 is packed with new features like 
automated shot deflections, which con¬ 
tribute heavily to high scores, and a shot 
meter that lets you gauge how powerful 
your shots will be. Also, you can command 
your goalie to cover the puck (and force a 
face-off). You get more coaching strategies 
than in last year’s version, and your com¬ 
puter-controlled teammates are smarter 
and less likely to go offside. 

NHL 99’s graphics are sure to make the 
MVP list, as the players and rinks are 
highly detailed and the player animations 
are incredibly lifelike. Subtle touches, such 
as the way players follow through on slap 
shots and writhe in pain after an injury, 
help make the graphics in NHL 99 out- 



Decisive Deflections Thanks to NHL 99’s auto¬ 
mated deflections, you can often score by shooting to 
another player from the top of the face-off circle. 


shine those of other PC hockey games. 

NHL 99 supports 3-D acceleration and 
looks great on a PC with a 3Dfic Voodoo 2 
card installed. The game also supports Di- 
rect3D and ATI 3D Rage Pro acceleration, 
and it even looks pretty good in software- 
rendered mode. 

Multiplayer options include support 
for up to 12 players over modem, LAN, 
and Internet links. Head-to-head Inter¬ 
net play is only available through a cheat 
code, found in the game’s readme file; it’s 
not supported by EA and can be quite 
slow. 

Overall, NHL 99 is one of the most im¬ 
pressive sports games we’ve seen. Even if 
you’re not a hockey fan, check it out. 

—Michael E. Ryan 
NHL 99, Electronic Arts, 800-245-4525, 
www.easports.com; Windows 95 CD, $40 
street; all ages. 



Ice Cam If you’re having trouble with NHL 99, try 
the Ice camera angle. It doesn't move very much, and it 
offers an excellent field of view. 
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Someone’s 


gonna 


pay . 

f° r this! 


"With its arcade-action, nostalgic premise 
and challenging missions, Army Hen is a 
whole lotta plastic fun.”- PC Gamer 


"Army Hen lets you do things that we 
could only dream of as kids.”- CGW 




Take control as the Green Sergeant in It's plastic warfare's finest hour! Helt 

the field, leading your squad of plastic enemy soldiers with your flamethrower or 
soldiers through 28 combat missions. shatter them with your bazooka. 










WWW.armymen.com 


3D0 


Experience fun and challenging four 
plager Multiplayer competition using 
free* Internet gaming services. 


Attack from the skies with air strikes and 
parachute drops, or from the ground with 
tanks, jeeps and halftracks. 










THERE'S THE HARD WAY 
TO TRACE YOUR FAMILY TREE. 
AND THERE'S THE EASY WAY. 



Generations® Grande Suite will help you find relatives the world over. 12 CDs with over 200,000,000 names. Create an 
heirloom-quality family tree. Even preserve old family photos and recipes. 1(800)757-7707 or www.sierrahome.com. 


J&ICRROpHbne- 











Fast-paced, 3D arcade gam< 
featuring the off-the-wall 
humor of Pinky & the Brail 
One to Eight Players 
Tournament Play available 
LAN and Internet Multiplaj 
options 

20 pre-designed mazes and 
less others available thn 
random maze generation 
Build your own mazes with 
included maze generator 
3 Types play: percentage < 
territory, timed play, tac 
keep-away 

Spectacular lights and soi 
Compatible with Gravis-typ 
Joypad, or Keyboard/Mouse 
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GameTime 


New Games 

Dr. Brain Thinking 
Games: Puzzle 
Madness 

Use your wits to capture Dr. Brain's 
evil clone by solving seven types of 
puzzles - each with dozens of sce¬ 
narios and three skill levels - before 
he destroys the city. In Blimp Aero¬ 
naut, for example, you pilot a blimp 
through the currents in the airways of 
the upper city. In Factory Fracas, you 
dodge robots and rearrange conduits 
in a factory to get the machinery 
functioning again. 

Knowledge Adventure, 800-542- 
4240, www.adventure.com; Mac and 
Windows CD, $30; ages 9 and up. 

Powerslide 

Powerslide is full of off-road stunts, 
including jumps, barrel rolls, drop- 
offs, corkscrews, and loops. Eight 

tracks traverse 
ledges, gorges, 
tundras, and 
abandoned 
urban city¬ 
scapes. Up to eight can play in multi¬ 
player mode, and the game supports 
force-feedback peripherals. So get a 
grip and go. 

GT Interactive, 800-898-1438, 
www.gtinteractive.com; Windows 
CD, $54.95; ages 8 and up. 

Dark Side of the Moon 

This sci-fi mystery takes place in a 
mining colony on a distant moon. 

You play Jake Wright, who becomes 
entangled in a murder investigation 
and is pursued as a fugitive. In this 
interactive-movie game, you get full- 
motion video and interact with live 
actors. Along the way, you solve puz¬ 
zles, dodge sinister characters, and 
work with others that can help you. 
SouthPeak Interactive, 800-774- 
6183, www.southpeak.com; Win¬ 
dows CD, $49.95; ages 13 and up. 
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Need For Speed III: Hot Pursuit 

Hunka Hunka 
Burning Rubber 

Bottom Line: Recommended. Need For Speed 
III includes fast driving and frequent acci¬ 
dents, but the only things that can get dam¬ 
aged are your car and your ego. Difficulty: 
Prepare to practice. 

^U-j- In their time, Need For Speed 
and Need For Speed II were su- 
percharged driving games. But 
they are yesterday’s Yugos compared to the 
game’s latest version: Hot Pursuit. With its 
enhanced 3-D sound and graphics, and 
improved cars and tracks (you can now 
drive as cops and at night), this version 
leaves all other driving games in the dust. 

For starters, NFS III features a superb 
opening sequence of sports cars in action, 
complete with revved-up music that gets 
you in the mood to put the pedal to the 
metal. Everything about this game is slick. 
You can play it in a variety of modes, in¬ 
cluding Single Player, Multiplayer (on the 
same computer, via a modem, or over a 
network), Hot Pursuit (in multiplayer, you 
choose who plays the cops). Knockout (a 
single-elimination tourney), and Tour¬ 
nament (eight four-lap races). 

You can race one of 13 licensed cars — 
or download more from EA’s Web site — 
and nine tracks. Not sure how the Jaguar 
XJR-15 compares with the Lamborghini 
Diablo SV? Go to Car Compare for a 
graphical breakdown. And the game has a 
whole new level of customization: You 
can dictate your car’s color and transmis¬ 
sion and adjust its brakes, suspension, 
tires, and gear ratios. You can further cus¬ 
tomize Hot Pursuit’s cameras, controls, 
audio, and display. 

But where the new NFS really shines is 
on the track. Whether you’re a beginner or 
a seasoned racer, playing the game is an 
exhilarating experience. Just driving a 
Corvette at 130 mph is a thrill — but turn 
it into a police car with siren and tire-pop¬ 
ping spikes, and you’ve got a game that’ll 
drive race fans wild. —Sam Mead 

Electronic Arts, 800-245-4525, www.ea.com; 
Windows 95 CD, $49.95; ages 8 and up. 



Pull Over In Need For Speed III, you can try to avoid 
getting tickets or hand them out yourself. 


All New Hoyle Card Games and 
All New Hoyle Board Games 

Collection of 
Family Classics 

Bottom Line: Recommended. Sierra's new 
card and board game compilations offer 
entertaining, challenging, and kid-safe fun. 
Difficulty: Anyone can play. 

If you’re trying to steer your 
little ones away from game vio¬ 
lence, Sierra has a solution. The 
new versions of the Hoyle classic card and 
board games are value-priced collections 
with a number of additional games, more 
robust multiplayer support, new artwork, 
and game-play improvements. 

Hoyle Board Games has been re¬ 
vamped, adding four new games to the 
original 10 —■ chess, backgammon, check¬ 
ers, Yacht, dominoes, Snakes and Ladders, 
Chinese Checkers, Parchisi, Battling Ships, 
and Zen Bones (a variation of the Shang¬ 
hai tile game). New are Reversi, Mancala, 
a vertical four-in-a-row game dubbed Line 
’Em Up, and Placer Racer, an addictive 
clone of Taito’s recent arcade hit, Bust a 
Move 2. You can play most of these games 
against a friend or via Sierra’s free multi¬ 
player network, Won.Net (www.won.net). 

The new Hoyle Card Games (family 
testers gave the original version a score of 
87) is an updated collection of 14 card 
games. Go Fish, euchre, memory match, 
and variations of pinochle join the line¬ 
up of spades, hearts, war, old maid, crazy 
eights, gin rummy, bridge, and cribbage. 
If you’re new to any of these classics or 
need to brush up on the rules, Sierra in- 
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Learn to cut paste, download, and most important, save. 




"Now that I've mastered 
Microsoft Office, my proposals 
always have a professional 
look. And I never had to leave 


"ZD University offers practical 
training in the hot topics that 
interest me— online investing 
and online advertising." 



More than 100 online classes— 
all for just $7.95 per month. 

If keeping up with today's hot computing 
technology is part of your job—or part 
of your life—ZD University is simply the 
most affordable, most convenient way 
to do it. 

To try ZD University for FREE, visit us on 
the Web atwww.zdu.com today. 


I Maddie in Melbourne \ 

"It's amazing what effective 

Internet searching can do 

to supplement a traditional 
research project." 
















THE INTERNET'S GAME SUPERSTORE 


GREAT PRICES ON THESE TITLES & MORE 


MACINTOSH g 
PLAYSTATION *1 . 
NINTENDO : i 




1-800-610-2614 

VIP CODE: FPC3 
WWW.GAMEDEALER.COM 
Lots of Information 
Prompt Delivery 
$4.00 Shipping* 


AXIS & ALLIES BUSTER AND THE BEANSTALK A BUG'S LIFE BARBIE NAIL DESIGNER 

Fax 1-212-387-8021 International 1-212-358-9100 251 Park Ave South New York, NY 10010 

*S4.00 rate US Priority Mail, US orders only. Additional shipping methods are available. 

** *" ‘ J ‘ 1 before January 30, 1999. 

All rights reserved. The GameDealer.com logo, The Internet's Gome Superstore and I Play Gomes ore trademarks or registered trademarks 
US ond other countries. All other trademarks belong to their respective owners. 


I ActionWorld, 








www.southpeak.com 
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Dark Side Of The Moon is a deep-space 
sci-fi adventure that will immerse you in 
360° of completely seamless, incredibly 
realistic, motion picture-quality gaming, 

Video reality® 







GameTime 


Q&A: SimCity 3000 

Fans of the immensely popular 
SimCity games are clamoring for 
the latest title, 
which is set for 
release in Febru¬ 
ary after two 
years of delays. 
Here's the lowdown straight from 
Lucy Bradshaw, the executive 
producer of SimCity 3000. 



What are some of 
the new features? 

In SimCity 3000, we've given the 
player much more control over 
their cities and many additional 
city design options. For example, 
there are major differences in resi¬ 
dential zoning, in terms of how it 
impacts the city and how it looks 
on the screen. In addition, players 
get a lot more feedback from the 
main game screen and its graphi¬ 
cal elements. 

How do SimCity 
3000 cities look? 

We’ve added animated traffic and 
pedestrians, which are tied into 
the game’s artificial intelligence. 
When you build a school, school 
buses become part of the traffic. 
Doctors, nurses, and patients walk 
around hospitals. At any time, you 
can click on any pedestrian or 
vehicle to obtain information that 
pertains to managing your city. 

There are now many more land¬ 
marks that people can place in 
their cities. Built into the game are 
landmarks like the Hollywood sign, 
the Eiffel Tower, the Empire State 
Building, and the Statue of Liberty. 
Using the built-in building architect 
tool, people can create their own 
types of buildings. We've also 
created a Web site [www.simcity 
.com] where people can download 
new buildings, scenarios, and 
game information. 

-Jason R. Rich 


eludes comprehensive tutorials for each 
game. As with the new Hoyle Board 
Games, players can log on to Won.Net and 
play against others .over the Internet for 



Line ’Em Up Five-minute diversion or lunch-hour 
waster - the choice is yours. 


free. If multiplayer gaming isn’t your bag, 
challenge a handful of artificial opponents 
(each with its own look, voice, and skill 
level) or indulge in more than 30 versions 
of solitaire, including Freecell, Klondike, 
and Golf. —Marc Saltzman 

Sierra, 800-757-7707, www.sierra.com and 
www.won.net; Windows95/98 CDs, $29.95 
each; ages 8 and up. 


Game of Life 

A New Way 
of Life 

Bottom Line: Recommended. Another suc¬ 
cessful family classic goes digital. Whole¬ 
some fun. Difficulty: Anyone can play. 

Life’s still a game — this time, 
a CD-ROM 
game with 3-D 
animations, music, and 
fun games that help you 
earn cash as you drive 
over a hilly 3-D board. 

The CD-ROM fea¬ 
tures two versions of Life 

— Classic and Enhanced 

— for one to six players. 

Classic is like the original 
board game: You spin, 
move, choose a career, 
get married, and have 
kids before you retire. 

In the Enhanced ver¬ 


sion, instead of collecting Life cards, each 
time you land on a Life square you get to 
play one of Life’s Little Games — Crane 
Dump, Skunk Money, Safe Cracker, and 
others — to earn extra cash. In Skunk 
Money, for example, players get six 
chances to rack up a little dough by click¬ 
ing on squares that hide cash prizes. Click 
on a square that uncovers a skunk, and all 
your money is lost. 

In both versions, you select a car and 
choose an animated character to drive 
through Life’s 3-D landscape (you get to 
choose an overview mode to see the whole 
board, or use the Travel Animations option 
to have a driver’s-eye view of the road). 

Hasbro has done a great job of re-creat¬ 
ing this classic board game as an enjoyable * 
PC adventure. —Lauren Simonds 

Hasbro Interactive, 800-400-1352, www 
.hasbrointeractive.com; Windows 95, $29.95; 
ages 8 and up. 


Icarus: Sanctuary of the Gods 

Spellbinding 

Strategy 

Bottom Line: Recommended. This 3-D role-play¬ 
ing game has muted violence - if you knock an 
opponent upside the head, numbers, not 
blood, fly out. Difficulty: Prepare to practice. 

Icarus, set in a world on the 
edge of apocalypse, full of de¬ 
mons, druids, spells, and, of 
course, good old-fashioned sword-fight- 



Life Cycles Get married, have kids, gamble a bit, retire rich. 
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Fasten your straight-jacket. It’s time to 

IMMERSE YOURSELF IN THE CHILLING WORLD Of /Jr 

John Saul’s Blackstone Chronicles'- An Adventure L? * 
in Terror - the first collaborative effort 

between NY Times best-selling author John % 
Saul and Legend Entertainment. Stunning 24 -bit 

ARTWORK SURROUNDS YOU IN THE EVIL THAT IS 

Blackstone Asylum - where tortured spirits from the $ 

PAST OFFER YOU THE ONLY HOPE OF SAVING YOUR 
MISSING FAMILY. AND YOUR SANITY. BON APPETIT. 


ACTUAL G 


SCREENS 


Welcome To 

Blackstone 

Asylum 


Will You Be 

Dressing 

For Dinner? 


JOHN SAILS. 

IJLEGEND TM I’fil Hill. Cilifillif.lf:^ 

www.Blackstone-Chronicles.com 


«ifT ? 

a..■£&$*: 







@ VINTNOR Bj 


Look at this! I've got grapes rotting c 
the vine! With the shipbuilders on 
strike, I can't ship my wine to the re 
of the Empire. My warehouse is full, 
and boy do I have a hangover... 





















“ifind myself continually drawn back to the |j 
game to try just one more tactic... To 
paraphrase Shakespeare's Antony, 

‘I come to praise Caesar III'." 
-Johnny Wilson 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF, COMPUTER GAMING WORLD 


“A must buy for any hard core 
strategy fan..." 
-IGNPC 


9 OUT OF 10! 

“You will find Caesar III a refreshing 
change from the usual shoot-em-upfare of d 
this season. In short,‘Hail Caesar!'." 

- Online Gaming Review 


. the Caesar series is a classic that's only \-J 
getting better with age.“ 

- Gamecenter 


CAEUi 


Download the demo At 
www.sierrastudios.com 11 
or www.caesar3.com 


fjFRRA 


































GameTime 


ing, is a role-playing game with an ad¬ 
mirable goal: Make it easy enough for 
the casual gamer. llj 

You start the game witnessing 
the destruction of a village by an 
evil wizard. Dreus, the young hero 
and one of several characters you can ■ 
control, vows revenge. You help him and 
seven other characters explore and fight 
through some pretty creepy combat. 

Playing Icarus is simple: You use the 
mouse to direct your character, and once 
you enter battle and pick the sinister 
enemy you want to attack, the game does 
the rest. That’s not to say you don’t need 
to strategize — whenever you can, you 
need to look for spells and talk to vil¬ 
lagers to get information. 

On the downside, the game lacks 
some features that role-playing gamers 
have come to expect. For example, you 
can only save a game while walking 
around and chatting people up — not 
during battle — which is unfortunate, 
because battles take quite a few moves to 
complete. If you have to leave a game 
while you’re in the middle of the battle, 
you’ll have to start that battle right from 
the beginning when you come back. An¬ 
other mark against the game is the lack 
of an online opponent. To me, the whole 
purpose of role-playing is to interact 
with (or at least throw a lightning bolt 
at) your best friend. 

Still, Icarus is fun to play and, at 
$34.95, a small price to pay for practic¬ 
ing a little magic, slaying evil wizards, 
and saving the world from evil. 

—Sam Mead 
JC Research, 408-977-0250, www.game- 
club.com; Windows 95 CD, $34.95; ages 
10 and up. 




Gone Gamin’ 

Immerse yourself in the world of new 3-D sound By Kurt Carlson 


Lightning Strikes Sometimes you need more 
than a bow and arrow to save the day. 


Once you've heard a game that takes ad¬ 
vantage of new 3-D environmental sound 
technologies, your old games will sound 
like AM radio through a cheap set of 
speakers. 

Of course, in gaming, sound is key (try 
playing NASCAR Racing or Jedi Knight 
with the sound turned off). And 3-D envi¬ 
ronmental sound not only changes the way 
a game sounds, it can also change the 
way you play it. For example, in Jedi Knight 
you can hear the light saber buzz of a bad 
guy behind you (over your right shoulder, 
even) early enough to turn and fight. Then, 
as your fight moves from a large open area 
to a small rock cave, the echoes and re¬ 
verb of your clashing sabers change. 

For the best 3-D audio results, you 
need a $100 sound card that supports 
Creative Labs' Environmental Audio or Au¬ 
real Semiconductor's A3D; a set of four 
speakers with a subwoofer (though A3D 
will work OK with two speakers); and a 
game programmed to take advantage of 
the technology. I recently installed Cre¬ 
ative Labs' Sound Blaster Live card and 
tried a bunch of early environmental sound 
games, and the results sound great. 

• Myth II: Soulblighter (Bungie, www 
.bungie.com). Chirping birds and creaking 
windmills add a pastoral effect to a brutal 
world of poisonous undead and possessed 
warriors. Environmental sound really comes 
into play when mortars whiz overhead or 
swords clash within castle walls. 


• Need For Speed III (Electronic Arts, 
www.ea.com). Is that a police siren com¬ 
ing up behind you? If it is, you'll hear it, and 
you'd better floor it. 

• Thief: The Dark Project (Looking 
Glass, www.lglass.com/thief). Sound (or 
the lack of it) is your most important 
weapon as a master thief. In this game, 
you must rely on stealth and smarts to sur¬ 
vive - wanton killing and heavy weapons 
will get you nowhere. 

• Trespasser (DreamWorks Interactive, 
www.dreamworksgames.com). If a dino¬ 
saur roars in the jungle and no one sur¬ 
vives to hear him, does it make a sound? 
Trespasser holds the answer to this pre¬ 
historic riddle. (The answer is yes.) 

• SimCity 3000 (Maxis, www.ea.com). A 
good mayor listens to citizen complaints. 
SimCity 3000 uses environmental sound 
to give you a sweeping audio map of your 
cityscape. 

• Wheel of Time (GT Interactive, www 
.gtinteractive.com). The combination of 
magical role-playing, first-person action, 
and real-time strategy put this game on my 
radar screen. Support for environmental 
sound makes it a must-have. 

If you’re eager to catch the next wave in 
PC gaming, get on the enviro-sound band¬ 
wagon. You'll find it a sound investment. 

Kurt Carlson is FamilyPC senior editor for 
software. E-mail him at kurt_carlson@ 
zd.com. 
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SANTA'S MISSING! 


Rudolph Woiried! Golden Tee Golf to Blame Vi 

feSStfw' 1 raf* San>a wss ,ast seen Christmas Eve. "i saw him buying that way coo\ \ B\* 
'"iZ-wZJZuT/bnZ* Golden Tee Golf game!" said Jimmy Barns, 8,of Chicago, IL. JitrmwA ,.M' 


iible Technologies and Golden Tee Golf are trademarks of Incredible Technologies, Inc. Interplay and the Interplay logo are trademarks of Interplay Productions. All Rights Reserved. 
•Voted 1998 most played coin-operated game of the year by Amusement Machine Operators Association. 


























Tools Of 
The Trade 


TravelSmith 

Packable Panama Hat 
Coolmax®Tee 
Convertible Pants 
Packable Raincoat 
Mini Hair Dryer 


Jackson 
& Perkins 

Garden Votives 
Resin Pots 
Frog Rain Gauge 
Seed Birdhouse 
Arch Arbor 


Frontgate 

Custom Wine Cellar 
Airtight Bottle Toppers 
Screwpull Wine Opener 
Motorized Bar Trunk 
Stainless Wine Bucket 


SelfCare 


Dermacolor Mineral Blush 
Magnetic Bio-Massager 
Nail-Care Kit 
Potent-C Serum 
Interplak Toothbrush 


www.catalogcity.com 
















Professor Poor’s Question of the Month 

Sounds of CD Silence 

Dear Professor, 

I can’t listen to audio CDs through my speakers, though I can 
hear them if I plug headphones into my CD-ROM drive. The 
speakers work correctly in every other situation. What’s the 
problem? 

Donna Knight 
via e-mail 

Dear Donna, 

Your problem could be a simple software setting. Double-click on the speaker icon 
on the Windows taskbar. In the Volume Control window, check the CD Audio sec¬ 
tion; make sure that the volume slider is high enough that you can hear the music 
and that the mute box isn’t checked. 

If that doesn’t take care of the problem, open your PC and look at the back of your 
CD-ROM drive. It should have three connections: a flat, gray ribbon cable; a power 
connection consisting of red, yellow, 
and black wires; and a bundle of 
three thin wires — often wrapped in 
gray sheathing — that connects the 
drive to the sound card. If this last 
connection is missing, contact your 
dealer, system manufacturer, or CD- 
ROM maker and get the proper 
wire. If the connection is present, 
make sure it is secure at both ends. 

If you still can’t hear any music, 
take a stereo patch cord (available at 
stores such as Radio Shack) and 
plug one end into the headphone 
jack on the CD-ROM drive and the 
other end into the auxiliary line-in input connection on the back of your sound card. 
If you can now hear the audio CD through your computer speakers, the problem is 
either a bad connecting cable or a failure in your sound card. Buy a new connect¬ 
ing cable and try again. If the problem persists, you’ll need to replace your sound card. 

Send your questions to Professor Poor, FamilyPC, 244 Main St., Northampton, MA 
01060, or to alfred_poor@zd.com. For more Professor Poor tips, go to www.zdhelp.com. 



What’s Inside 

• Review: Undo-it 

• Download of the Month: 
Conversion Buddy 

• Utility Watch 

• What’s That Do?: 

The Reset Button 

• Windows 95/98 Tips 


UTILITY OF THE MONTH 

Undo-it 

Take back what you’ve done 


FamilyPC Recommended 

Aju. How would you like to buy a 
time machine for $40? Well, 
'VstV 3 that’s what Kiss Software is of¬ 
fering with its Undo-it utility for Windows 
95 and 98. It won’t send you back to spend 
time with Aristotle or Leonardo da Vinci, 
but Undo-it can help you recover from all 
kinds of mistakes that you might think are 
lost causes. If you’ve ever had the misfor¬ 
tune of deleting your dissertation or losing 
a work file, you know how invaluable a 
safety net like Undo-it can be. 

Perhaps you just emptied your Recycle 
Bin, only to discover that it contained a file 
you needed to keep. Undo-it can bring the 
file back from the great beyond. Or maybe 
you accidentally deleted or moved an en¬ 
tire folder. Undo-it can put the files back 
where they were. The program can even 
reverse the effects of installing or unin¬ 
stalling a program. Or how about this 
common problem: You hit Save instead of 
Save As while working on a document and 
accidentally overwrite the original. With 
Undo-it watching your back, you can eas¬ 
ily recover the original document you 
thought was gone forever. 

This may seem like magic, but it is fair¬ 
ly simple. Undo-it tracks your system’s op¬ 
erations, and whenever it sees files being 
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Deja Vu The Undo-it pop-up menu makes it easy to 
undo mistakes, including deleted files. 


altered or deleted, it 
saves a copy of them 
in an Undo Bin on 
your hard disk. You 
can specify how 
much space to allo¬ 
cate to this bin — 
the default is 20MB. 

Undo-it drops the 
oldest changes when 
the bin reaches ca¬ 
pacity. The program uses compression 
technology so files in the bin take up less 
space than they would normally require on 
your hard disk. 

Undo-it has its share of rough spots. 
Some of the Undo-it actions are a bit cryp¬ 
tic. You’ll want to read the manual care¬ 
fully before you install the program. The 
manual also has a few errors, such as re¬ 
ferring to the SETUP program which in 
fact is named SETUP32, and showing 
menu items that don’t match the wording 
that the program itself uses. One more 
caution: Our tests indicate that the utility 

DOWN L O A D O F 

Conversion Buddy 

A calculating little utility 

FamilyPC Recommended 

America is the only country in 
the world that doesn’t use the 
metric system, and like it or 
not, you’re bound to run into it sooner 
or later. Whether you’re fixing a car, 
cooking a meal, or driving through Eu¬ 
rope, you’ll need to convert inches to 
centimeters, ounces to grams, or miles 
to kilometers. At times like these, you 
need Conversion Buddy. 

The program is quick and easy to use, 
and in addition to metric it converts 
dozens of other unit measures (standard 
atmospheres or yards per hour, for ex¬ 
ample). First, you pick the original unit 
of measure and choose from a list of 
available conversions. Then you open the 
calculator window and enter the num¬ 
ber of whatever it is you want to convert. 
The calculator displays the results. 

Best of all, you won’t need to use the 
program to convert the cost into your 


cannot coexist with other undelete and 
system monitor programs that try to track 
file changes on your hard disk. This isn’t 
necessarily Undo-it’s fault; still, make sure 
you remove any other tracking programs 
before installing Undo-it. 

Overall, however, this is an extremely 
useful program. If it pulls back just one 
term paper or scanned photo from the 
Great Bit Bucket in the sky, it will have 
more than earned a permanent place on 
your hard drive. —Alfred Poor 

Kiss Software, 888-454-7726, www.kissco 
.com; Windows CD, $39.95. 

THE M O N T H 

local currency, because it’s free. You can 
download a copy from the ZDNet Soft¬ 
ware Library at www.zdnet.com/swlib/. 

To get to the download page, type Con¬ 
version Buddy v4.1 in the search box. 

—Alfred Poor 



What’s That In? Conversion 
Buddy converts measurements 
using familiar and obscure units. 


Utility Watch 

Tools to tame your family computer 
Total PC Protection 

• Utility Pack. Quarterdeck’s Utility Pack com¬ 
bines three of its popular tools—CleanSweep, Crash 
Defender Deluxe, and ViruSweep — to help keep 
your PC in working order. The tools clean your hard 
disk of unwanted files, protect your PC from a va¬ 
riety of crashes and system freezes, and scan for 
and remove viruses. The $59.95 package also in¬ 
cludes a free one-year subscription to TuneUp.com, 
an online PC service station. Quarterdeck, 800-354- 
3222, store.quarterdeck.com. 

Super-Size Web Searcher 

• BullsEye. When you search the Internet with this 
utility from IntelliSeek, it accesses more than 300 
search engines, ranks document relevance, and re¬ 
moves duplicate sites, mismatched documents, and 
dead links. The software can also track data changes 
on the Web and alert you to the new information. 
Download the $49 BullsEye at www.intelliseek.com. 
IntelliSeek, 513-936-0700. 

Increase Web Speed 
and Privacy 

• InterMute 1.2. This $19.95 shareware utility 
works with your browser to block banner ads, ani¬ 
mated images, cookies, background music, and other 
things that slow your download times. Blocking the 
data from downloading lets you surf the Web faster 
and more efficiently. InterMute’s customizable in¬ 
terface lets you choose which Web sites and data 
to filter. It also protects your privacy by making it 
hard for advertisers to track your Web use. To 
download a free 14-day trial copy, point your brows¬ 
er to www.interMute.com. 

No More Lost Phone Calls 

• HotCall. If you miss phone calls because you’re 
online, you need this utility from Command Commu¬ 
nications. Working with your local phone company’s 
Call Waiting service, HotCall alerts you to calls with 
an on-screen indicator light and an audible ring with¬ 
out interrupting your online connection. You can an¬ 
swer and talk, which terminates your Internet 
connecUon; use a few seconds to decide the call isn’t 
important and return to the Web; or ignore the call 
and send it to your voice-mail service (available 
through your local phone company). For more in¬ 
formation on HotCall (available in retail outlets for 
$134.95), call 800-288-6794 or go to www.com- 
mand-comm.com. 
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PINBALL 


Pull the plunger, put the pedal to the metal and race to the checkered flag. 
3D Ultra NASCAR Pinball combines the thrill of NASCAR* 
racing and the fast-flipper action of pinball into wild bumper-to-bumper fun. 

Includes NASCAR? greats Dale 
Earnhardt, Bill Elliott, Terry Labonte 
and Bobby Labonte 

3-D Ultra Pinball Quality, including 
extra wide tables, no scrolling antf 
dynamic ball physics 

Stunning 3-D graphic animations- 
including motion-capture pit crews 


Jflg pjf Specialized tables simulate 
NASCAR® race strategy 


The Fastest Pinball in Racing 


The Speedway 


4'ERR /I 

attractions, 


irq me hree uemo 

Luiuiu.na5carpinball.com 












AND YOU'RE NOT ALONE 


There are millions of eggheads. And the new Egghead.com offers you three intelligent 
ways to shop for the best values on the Web. Our diverse assortments range from 
computers and office products to sporting goods and jewelry. Choose from among 
the top brands in America. With so much more than just software, being an 
egghead is a lot more popular than it used to be. 


eqqhead 

—l_J.com 


Superstores 

Over 30,000 products online 


Auctions 

Action-packed online bidding 


SurplusDirect 

The online liquidation center 




Help&Advice 


WHAT’S THAT DO? 

The Reset Button 

Many PCs still have a reset switch on the 
front of the case — which is unfortunate, 
because it is a tempting button for curious 
fingers to poke, and no good can come 
from using it. Fortunately, some new sys¬ 
tems have relegated the reset button to the 
back panel and have safer suspend/sleep 
buttons placed conveniently in front. 

The reset switch looks like the power 
switch, but there is an important differ¬ 
ence. The reset switch sends a signal to the 
motherboard to reboot the system without 
turning off the power. Unlike the Ctrl-Alt- 
Del reboot command, this method by¬ 


passes the CPU. The power switch kills all 
power to the computer when you turn it 
off, and the power stays off until you turn 
the computer back on. 

In the early ’90s, it could take several 
minutes for a computer to complete its 
power-on self-test (POST), so people were 
justified in using the reset button instead 
of the power switch to restart after an un¬ 
recoverable system crash: The reset button 
bypassed the POST and saved a lot of time. 
With today’s fast systems, however, you’re 
better off using the power switch when you 
get a crash that won’t respond to Ctrl-Alt- 
Del, because you can then be certain that 
the system will restart with a clean slate. 


An inadvertent press of the reset switch 
can be a disaster. It can strand temporary 
files or even scramble the file structure on 
your hard disk, causing additional loss of 
storage capacity. Generally you can solve 
these problems by deleting stray tempo¬ 
rary files and running ScanDisk, but I be¬ 
lieve in a more aggressive solution. To 
remove the danger your reset switch poses, 
you can simply disconnect it. 

Open your computer case. The wires 
from the reset switch connect to two pins 
on the motherboard. Remove the wires 
from those pins, and you disable the reset 
switch. Now you’re safe from accidental 
resets. —Alfred Poor 


WINDOWS 95/98 T IPS 


Clear Your 
Cluttered Desktop 

Windows 95 and 98 let you place 
shortcuts to frequently used pro¬ 
grams and documents on your 
desktop so you can access them 
quickly. The problem is that if you 
have several windows open at 
once, you can't get to your desktop 
shortcuts. Here's how to get 
around a cluttered desktop so you 
can get to your shortcuts. 

Minimize with a keystroke: 

If your keyboard has a Windows key 
- the key with the flying window 
emblem - you can minimize all open 
windows by pressing the Windows 
key and the M key at the same time. 

View your shortcuts: 

To use your keyboard to access 
shortcuts you've created, press Ctrl- 
Esc to activate the Start button, 
press R for Run, enter a period in the 
Open box, and press OK. This opens 
a window containing your desktop 
shortcuts. One limitation to this 
approach is that the window will not 
include the icons that Windows 
places on the desktop by default, 
such as My Computer or Network 
Neighborhood. 



Minimize with 
Quick Launch: 

If you have Microsoft 
Internet Explorer 4.0 or 
Windows 98 installed 
and have chosen to 
show the Quick 
Launch toolbar, it has 
a Show Desktop icon 
by default. Click on it 
to minimize all open 
applications. 


To get an instant view 
of your desktop: 

On any Windows 
95/98 system, right- 
click on an empty 
space on the taskbar 
at the bottom of your 
screen. From the pop¬ 
up menu, choose 
Minimize All Windows. 


Add shortcuts to the 
toolbar: 

If you're running 
Windows 98, right-click 
on the taskbar and 
choose Toolbars from 
the pop-up menu. Now 
select Desktop. This 
adds all your desktop 
shortcuts to a scrolling 
region on the taskbar. 
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Collect your thoughts. 
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iomega 










advertising section 


Get organized. 


It’s simple. Organize with Iomega® Zip® disks and you put 
i your mind at ease. The 100 MB disks come in five different 
colors, giving you a quick, easy way to keep track of 
§■ all your important files. Simply save all the versions 

»»r-.- of your “Earth’s Eco-System” presentations on a 

red Zip disk. Then save all your favorite Web 
downloads on “Butterflies” on the black one. 
n. Got kids? Great. Give each of them a disk of 
t. Organized life, organized mind. 


Organize yoi 
the rest wil 



Organize 
your projects. 



With 70 times more 
space than a floppy. 
Zip disks are perfect 
for organizing work, 
home, and everything 
in between. 


Say you’re developing a multi-page Web site 
for “Blue Revival Records.” An independent 
label bringing jazz music to a whole new 
crowd. You have hundreds of stunning video 
clips, photos, sound bytes, illustrations, special 
effects, layouts, and text. Not to mention pages 
and pages of mind-numbing code. Simply save 
and catalog everything onto one 2 GB or 1 GB 
jaz disk. Now every element, and revision, will 
be in a single, safe place—no matter what 
crazy direction the Web site might take. 



presentations. 


for software tools, Norton™ Zip® Rescue download, new products, and 

















cial advertising i 


your life, 
will follow. 




small, highly portable 
40MB Clikl™ drive and 
disk. Created for mobile 
computers, HPCs, and 
digital cameras. 



With the new Iomega Jaz 
2GB drive, you can orga¬ 
nize your life’s biggest, 
most important work. And 
it’s backward-compatible 
with the millions of Jaz 
1GB disks out there. 


Organization to go. 





When you’re on the go, you need an easy, compact way to keep 
everything together. Thafs why we created the new Iomega Clik! 
drive and disk. Just pop the revolutionary 40MB disk into the 
Clik! drive attached to your laptop and keep all your files in their 
own little carrying case. The Clik! disk is also changing the way 
you take photos. It acts as your digital film. Simply download the 
shots off your digital camera and save up to one 
hundred photos per disk before downloading to 
your computer. Imagine how easy it will be to store 
» your photos on Clik! disks and find them again. 

EBi'* * 
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Site layouts. Audio for site . 




Your travel itinerary. 





www.iomega.com for software tools, Norton™ Zip® Rescue download, new products, and 













Get organized. Get Iomega, 



The reliable, portable Zip® drive and disks make 
an ideal gift for the holidays. And, coincidentally, 
the colorful 100MB Zip disks are about the 
width of a stocking. This year give them Zip. 



New Zip external drive (USB) $149.95 

Zip external drive (PPT or SCSI) $119.95 

Zip internal ATAPI drive $99-95 

Zip notebook drive $199-95 



Looking to buy a PC? 
Specify one with a Zip 
drive already built in. 



Zip disk 10-pack $99-95 

Zip disk 6-pack $79-95 

Zip disk 5-pack $69.95 

Zip disk 3-pack $49-95 

Zip disk 2-pack $29.95 


jar 

New low price 


What to do with that holiday bonus you 
gave yourself. How about a Jaz® drive? It’s 
a great way to start saving the new year. 



00 

Jaz 2GB single $124.95 
Jaz 2GB 3-pack $299.85 
Jaz 2GB external ultra SCSI drive $349-95 Jaz 1GB single $99-95 

Jaz 2GB internal ultra SCSI drive $349-95 Jaz lGB 3-pack $269.85 


buz 


It’s the easiest way to get your 
holiday videos onto your PC. Then 
keep them safe on Zip or Jaz disks. 



Buz™ for PCs $199-95 

Buz™ for PowerMac G3 $299.95 


clikT 


Incredibly small, highly portable storage for 
digital cameras, mobile computers, and HPCs. 



Clikl™ drive for Mobile Computers and HPCs $199-95 
Clikl™ drive for Digital Cameras $249-95 

Clikl™ drive Plus for both $299-95 



Clikl™ disk as low as $9.95 


Buy from your favorite computer seller: 

Best Buy, CDW, CompUSA, MicroWarehouse, Multiple Zones, 
PC Connection, PC Mall, Office Depot, OfficeMax, Staples. 


Iomega 


Or visit 


v.iomega.com for more information or to order. 













Help&Advice 



Make Personalized 
Sports Cards 


What you need: MGI PhotoSuite, scanned photo 
Platform: Windows 95 
Time required: 15 minutes 

I f your child is into trading cards, or if you’re just looking for a great 
way to capture her season, you can make a pocketful of personal¬ 
ized cards using your computer. MGI PhotoSuite (Windows CD, 
$29.99; MGI Software, 800-656-5426, www.mgisoft.com), a photo-editing 
program, includes sports cards as one of its projects. If you don’t have Pho¬ 


HandsOn 


toSuite, you can use just about any home publishing program, or even a 
word-processing program that lets you input images. 

Before you start, however, you need to scan the photo that will appear on 
the card. PhotoSuite comes with a roll of Kodak film and a special offer for 
digitizing your pictures and putting them on a floppy disk or CD-ROM for 


4. Add Some Stats 

To create the back of your sports card, click 
on Fun on the taskbar, and scroll down to 
Sports Card Info. In the appropriate fields, 
enter information about your child (name, 
home town, position, team, league, and 
coach). After you ent stats, print the back 
of the card. 


less than $15. You can also use a digital camera, a scanner, or other scan¬ 
ning services, including PhotoNet (an online service) or your local copy shop. 


. 1. Pick a Picture 

Launch PhotoSuite and select Create a 
i Sports Card from the MGI Activity Guide. 

Use the dialog box that appears to select 
j the image file you want to use for the front 
I of the card. 

2. Make It Fit 

i When the image loads, click on one of the 
j handles that appear around it and, while 
holding the mouse button down, move the 


mouse in or out to shrink or stretch the 
image to fit the card. The only part of the 
image that will print is the portion that ap¬ 
pears in the template. Once you’ve made 
the image fit, use the mouse to center it on 
the card template. 

3. Print the Picture 

Print the front of the card by clicking on 
the printer button along the taskbar. For 
best results, use quality ink-jet paper. 


5. Make It Stick 

Use the border of the card as a guide and 
use scissors to trim both printouts. Photo¬ 
Suite provides card stock, cut to size, with 
an adhesive surface on both sides. Peel 
back the covering of one side of the card 
stock, carefully align one of the printouts, 
and affix it to the sticky side. Repeat this 
step for the opposite side of the card. (Be 
sure both sides of the card are oriented the 
same way.) 

Now be prepared to repeat the process 
for every member of your child’s team. 

—Sam Mead 
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HandsOn 


Uninstall Software^ 
the Right Way \ 

What you need: Uninstaller utility such as CleanSweep l 

Platform: PC running Windows 95 or 98 *•.. 

Time required: 2 to 30 minutes, depending on the cleanup chore 



T O DO: Clean kitchen floor, wash car, sweep out computer. If that last item 
isn’t normally on your list of weekly chores, it should be. Cleaning out 
your computer means cleansing it of junk files, not-run-in-years applica¬ 
tions, and the debris that just naturally accumulates when you surf the Web, 
do homework projects, or bring work home from the office. A good clean¬ 
ing with an uninstall utility makes your computer run faster, may prevent 
some nasty crashes, and frees up hard disk space that you can use to stash 
really important stuff. 

And don’t think you can get by with the Add/Remove Programs utility that 
Windows tucks into your Control Panel. A good remove-it program, like 
Quarterdeck’s CleanSweep or CyberMedia’s Uninstaller, launders your PC 
faster, more thoroughly, and, best of all, a lot more safely than Windows’ tool. 


Startup, and click on OK. Now Fast & 
Clean will run each time you turn on your 
PC. Think of it as a quick dusting. 

2. Uninstall Any Program 

You can exterminate any application and 
all its associated parts by clicking through 
a bunch of screens. Open CleanSweep, 



To scrub down your PC, just follow our five-step squeaky-clean plan. 


1. Do a Fast Cleanup 

Ah, the irony: To uninstall, you must first 
install the uninstaller. 

Once CleanSweep’s hands-off installa¬ 
tion finishes, and after it inventories your 
hard drive’s contents (so it can better erad¬ 
icate any of the 1000 or so pro¬ 
grams in its cleanup database), 
launch Fast & Safe Cleanup by 
clicking on the desktop icon. Fast 
& Safe plays true to its name. This 
down-and-dirty dirt remover 
deletes temporary files (those in 
the TEMP folder), empties the 
browser cache, and erases what’s in 
Windows’ Recycle Bin. Although 
your extermination mileage may 
vary, you should be able to reclaim 


several megabytes of hard disk space with¬ 
out breaking a sweat. 

You can automate subsequent cleanings 
by clicking on the Settings button and then 
on the Schedule tab. For an always-clean 
machine, check the box for At System 


make sure the Program display is active 
(click on the Program tab if it’s not), and 
click on the Uninstall Wizard button. Pick 
the soon-to-be-gone program from the 
Explorer-like list. (If it’s not there, hit the 
Search button to dig through the drive 
manually.) CleanSweep analyzes the ap¬ 
plication and, by default, creates a back¬ 
up copy of the deleted files so that you can 
restore it later if you want. It also tells you 
how much room you’ll save. 

You can either let CleanSweep do the 
uninstall unsupervised or review its dele¬ 
tion decisions before they execute. The for¬ 
mer method is faster (I deleted a 45MB ap¬ 
plication in just 86 seconds); but unless 
you’re really in a hurry, take the time to 
check out the utility’s intentions. Click on 
the View button at the end of the wizard, 
and scroll through the file list. You can 
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HandsOn Uninstall Software 



uncheck items you don’t want re¬ 
moved. 

Unlike the uninstallers built 
into Windows 95/98 software, 
CleanSweep prevents you from 
making grievous errors. Its Safe¬ 
ty Sweep blocks the deletion of 
any file that CleanSweep says may 
be crucial to other software or to 
Windows itself. I suggest you leave 
Safety Sweep turned on, but if you 
think you know more than the 
program, you can deactivate it (and thus 
delete potentially critical files). To do so, 
return to the main CleanSweep window 
and click on the Options tab, the Config¬ 
ure CleanSweep button, the Safety Sweep 
tab, and then the Off button at the bottom. 

3. Undo Uninstall Goofs 

Uninstallers pay for their supper by letting 
you change your mind. Whether it’s been 
10 minutes or 10 days since you erased a 
program, you can undo the uninstall. 

CleanSweep reclaims liquidated appli¬ 
cations because it creates compressed 
copies of any removed files and stores them 
on the hard disk. (Yes, that means you typ¬ 
ically recover about half as much disk space 
as you would if CleanSweep didn’t produce 
backups — one reason why you can disable 
this automatic backup feature if you want.) 

To resurrect an application, launch 
CleanSweep; click on the Restore tab and 
then on the Restore Wizard button. Clean¬ 
Sweep knows which application it re¬ 
moved most recently, and it offers that one 
for recovery first. You can select others 
from a list of all uninstalled software. 

Work through the rest of the wizard — 
you’ll almost always want to use the default 
answers — and when the restoration fin¬ 
ishes and the backup copy has been delet¬ 
ed, check that the program works proper¬ 
ly by running it and trying out a few 
operations or commands. 

4. Clean Out the Corners 

Electronic exorcist that you are, you fear 
nothing. Not even dreaded duplicate files, 
redundant DLLs, or orphans. An unin¬ 
staller lets you clean out all that dirt and 


more from the corners of your hard disk. 

CleanSweep groups these chores on its 
Cleanup tab, so head there after launching 
the utility. Each task — clearing duplicate 
files, unnecessary DLLs, long-unused files, 
and orphans (files left behind after an in¬ 
complete uninstall) — begins with the 
click of a separate button. 

To throw redundant DLLs off the drive, 
for instance, click on that button on the 
display. CleanSweep sniffs them out and 
then assembles a list of the possibly super¬ 
fluous using color codes — green for OK 
to delete, yellow for caution, red for no 
way. CleanSweep even gives you addition¬ 
al delete-or-not information when you 
click on the Advice button — handy for 
experienced users who want to clean thor¬ 


oughly. Of course, CleanSweep makes 
backup copies of the deleted DLLs, too, so 
you can restore them if you later discover 
they’re crucial to your PC’s health. 

5. Scrub the Registry 

As the Windows Registry becomes clut¬ 
tered with old-but-now-unnecessary en¬ 
tries, your PC may act oddly, balk at com¬ 
mands, or simply not work right. But 
playing with the Registry — the place 
where operating system and application 
settings are stored — is like playing with 
matches near an open gas main: You’re 
bound to get burned. If you corrupt your 
registry, your computer may not even boot. 

Any uninstaller worthy of the name in¬ 
cludes a Registry cleaner; CleanSweep’s no 
exception. Run CleanSweep, click on the 
Registry tab, and then click on the Registry 
Sweep button. CleanSweep examines the 
Registry (it may take several minutes), lo¬ 
cates invalid entries (often there because 
applications have been deleted manually 
or before the uninstaller was installed), 
and displays them. As usual, CleanSweep 
plays it safe and lets you eliminate only 
those entries it deems safe to erase. Click 
on the Clean button to do just that. 

—Gregg Keizer 
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Y lf this child’s parents had bought him Math Blaster® Software 
Ages 9-12, right now, he might be multiplying equations with three 
operands, identifying complex patterns, building equations, and adding 
£ fractions with uncommon denominators. Just something to think about. 

MATH BLASTER. How The Smart Kids Get That Way. 






A GUIDE TO COMPUTERS IN THE CLASSROOM 



Teach the Teachers 


JL recent study by Educational Testing 
Services found that students whose 
• \ teachers were skilled computer users 
outperformed students whose teachers were 
not. It also found that teachers proficient in the 
use of their classroom computer enjoyed high¬ 
er morale and lower absenteeism. The moral of 
the story is clear: Both teachers and their stu¬ 
dents benefit when teachers know how to use 
the computer effectively. 

But where do you get this training, and how 
do you pay for it? In an ideal world, the school 
district would provide the training, but with 
strained budgets, this is an expense that is often 
pushed to the bottom of the priority list. 

Fortunately, a host of grants and online re¬ 


sources are now available to teachers for pro¬ 
fessional development. Check below for a 
glance at some of the resources. 


X- ICONnect (www.ala.org/ICONN). This free 
online classroom covers the basics, such as how 
to use e-mail, as well as more advanced topics, 
such as how to use search engines effectively 
and how to build your own Web page. 

X- WWW4 Teachers (www.4teachers.org/home 
/index.shtml). The Tech-Along section features 
how-to advice on technology for teachers. 
You’ll find help on topics like managing a one- 
computer classroom and building a Web site. 
X- Technology and the New Teacher (www 
.teachnet.org/blueplate/homework/newteachll 
.htm). This site, compiled by an experi¬ 
enced technology teacher, has tutorials 
on subjects such as word processing, 
e-mail, software, and networking. 

X- Teachers.Net (www.teachers.net). 
This extensive site features live profes¬ 
sional development sessions on a host 
of topics. Recent chats focused on 
e-mail, search engines, and trouble¬ 
shooting. The chat archives are also 
available. Go to the Chatboards for 
even more help. —Valle Dwight 


Professional Development Grants 


* AT&T Learning Network Grants Program (www.att.com/foundation) 

* Teachers Network (www.teachnet.org) 

* NFIE Leadership Grants (www.nfie.org) 

* Virtual Schoolhouse Grant Program (www.cisco.com/edu/programs 
/schoolhouse/index.html) 


Industry Gets Involved 

FamilyPC offers Teachers’ Technology 
Grants to help teachers integrate 
technology in their classrooms. They 
are made possible through the gener¬ 
ous support of these companies: 

• Microsoft Corporation 

• Houghton Mifflin 
Interactive 

• Intel Corporation 

• Corel Corporation 

• Stagecast Software 

• Knowledge Adventure 

• Disney Interactive 
Learning Series 

• Scholastic Software 
Clubs 

• Panasonic Interactive 

• password.com 

• 3Com Corporation 

You can find out more about these 
companies and their products, and 
more about the FamilyPC grants, by 
visiting wvmv.schoolpc.com. 
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Schools 


News 


Training the 
Next Generation 

When educators and technology pro¬ 
fessionals team up to train high school 
students in high-tech skills, good 
things happen, In the short term, 
schools get skilled technicians to help 
with computer problems. In the long 
run, students are trained to step into 
lucrative jobs after graduation. 

The Oracle Secondary Education 
Academic Alliance Program (800- 
633-0584 ext. 8730) trains teachers 

Students are 
trained to step into 
lucrative jobs after 
graduation. 

and students in database technology 
from Oracle. Now in its fifth year, 
the program provides both training 
and software. Once students are 
trained, the school teams up with 
local businesses that offer technolo¬ 
gy positions. 

Another 200 high schools across 
the country have joined Novell’s Edu¬ 
cation Academic Partner (education 
.novell.com) program to teach effec¬ 
tive network administration to teach¬ 
ers and students. 

“We have a very basic need to 
train kids on the hardware side and 
give them a full, well-rounded tech¬ 
nical background,'' explains Lorraine 
Langille, technology director for the 
Northbridge Public School District in 
Northbridge, Massachusetts, where 
approximately a dozen students are 
enrolled in NEAP. -Esther Shein 
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BASIC Humor This programming tutor uses fun 
animations and skits to keep kids engaged. 

Back tO BASICS: If your students 
are eager to learn computer programming, check 
out Learn to Program BASIC (Mac and Windows 
CD, $35; Interplay, 800-468-3775, www.interplay 
.com). Junior high school students take 10 half- 
hour lessons (with over 50 interactive exercises) 
on the fundamentals of computer programming. 
The software lets kids edit code on some com¬ 
pleted games or create their own games from 
scratch. (See this month’s Software Reviews.) 


No Excuses: Nowyour students can 
never claim that they forgot what the home¬ 
work assignment was. With HomeworkNOW 
(www.homeworknow.com), teachers can post 
homework assignments and other class infor¬ 
mation on the Web, where students and parents 
can have access to it anytime. Schools can get a 
free 30-day trial, and after that the charge is $1 
per pupil in the school, up to a maximum of $250 

Calling All Newshounds: 

CNN Student Bureau, which launches in Janu¬ 
ary, lets aspiring reporters publish their stories 
internationally. High school and college student 
reporters get news assignments over the Web from 
editors at Turner Learning (leaming.tumer.com), 
who also judge and fact-check the stories. Some 
stories will be aired on CNN Newsroom, a com¬ 
mercial-free program for schools, and at the 
Turner Learning Web site. Some may even be 
broadcast on the CNN News group. Call 800- 
344-6219 or go to learning.turner.com for more 
information. 


Put Your Computer to Work 


I N AN IDEAL WORLD, it would 
be easy for teachers to pick 
and choose the best parts of 
educational software pro¬ 
grams to match their curricu¬ 
lum and each student's learn¬ 
ing style. This is where 
ClassWorks, a new curricu¬ 
lum and classroom manage¬ 
ment program for grades 
K-8, steps in. This powerful 
tool puts one interface on 
150 included software 
programs (from top 
publishers including 
Davidson, Knowledge 
Adventure, Tom Snyder 
Productions, and 
MECC), seamlessly inte¬ 
grating them into one 
curriculum. Teachers 
can also add any other 
software to the Class- 
Works program. 


When students sit down at 
the computer, they log in with 
their name, and a preset les¬ 
son plan comes up, with all 
the appropriate pieces of 
programs to reinforce the 
lessons. So if your fifth- 
graders are studying frac¬ 
tions, for example, they might 
get one activity from Jump- 
Start 5th Grade and another 
from Math for the Real World. 

ClassWorks is fully cus¬ 


tomizable, so teachers can 
create separate assignments 
for each student, depending 
on the child’s skill level in 
each subject (currently, 
ClassWorks covers only 
math and language arts). The 
program tracks each student 
as he or she progresses 
through an assignment, so 
the teacher can instantly see 
where a student needs extra 
time or help. 

On the administrative 
side, ClassWorks tracks 
enrollment and curricu¬ 
lum and lets teachers 
create reports on stu¬ 
dents’ progress. 
Knowledge Adventure, 
800-545-7677, www 
.adventure.com; cus¬ 
tomized pricing, from 
$ 20 , 000 . 
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> Can you design a droid with the mettle- 
and metal-to outsmart the Empire? Can 
your droid tread triumphantly through 29 
torso-twisting missions to save the Rebel 
Alliance from deadly assassin droids? 
Open the two-ton door that's threatening 
to crush its beryllium-bronzed bones? Or 
use an Automaton High-Energy Power 
Welder to cut through 150-gauge steel? 

Build wisely and your droid 


should be able 


So perhaps the real 
question is: Can yoi 


CAN YOUR DROID CUT IT? 






SchoolPC 


All the News 
That’s Fit to 
Teach 


Students get a lot more than current 
events at the New York Times' excel¬ 
lent Learning Network (www.nyt.com 
/learning). The site is chock-full of 
information and resources for getting 
in-depth information on the news of 
the day. It also shows civic-minded 
kids how to write a letter to the edi¬ 
tor and ask questions of reporters. 

When students read a story, they 
just have to click on a word to get 
its definition from the dictionary. And 
if they don’t know where the place is 

The Daily News 
Quiz tests students 
on their knowledge 
of current events. 

that they're reading about, they can 
simply click and see the country on 
a map. There’s fun stuff, too. Each 
month, the site features a new 
crossword puzzle based on an aca¬ 
demic theme. 

Grownups aren’t left out, either - 
teachers can get daily lesson plans 
(which are also archived by subject 
area), check out the latest education 
news, and link to other relevant sites 
on the Web. For parents, there is a 
discussion area for sharing ideas on 
topics such as charter schools, 
Internet safety, and technology in the 
classroom. Parents can also read 
reviews of educational products. 

-Valle Dwight 


Desert Show: If your class is study¬ 
ing wildlife or the earth’s ecosystems, check out 
Living Deserts & Rainforests, software that lets 
you (or your students) create a lively multime¬ 
dia presentation in just minutes. You begin by 
browsing dozens of sound, video, and photo 
clip art on either deserts or rain forests. Select 
your favorites and then record your own nar¬ 
ration, type in text, add background music, and 
paste it all together. Press a button and presto 
— you’ve got a presentation that will keep your 
students riveted. A great teaching tool, it’s also 
simple enough for students 10 and up to use. Bytes 
of Learning, 800-465-6428, www.bytesoflearning 
.com; Mac and Windows CD, $29.95. 

Jazz It Up: There’s a new kid on the block 
of multimedia authoring tools. Cocktail ’98 
(Windows, $99; Samsung, www.cocktail98.com) 
lets teachers and students add video, music, an¬ 
imations, and photos to their reports or pre¬ 
sentations. Within the program are five workshops 
that teach you how to edit images, add sound ef¬ 
fects, and create Web pages. There are also wiz¬ 
ards to help you import all the elements you 
want, including video, text, and images. 

Grant Watch: Growth Initiatives for 
Teachers, a grant program for junior high and 
high school teachers, rewards teams of teach¬ 
ers that integrate math and science and use 


technology in an innovative way. Each winning 
team receives $7000 for the project and $5000 
for professional development. You can down¬ 
load an application at www.gte.com/g/com- 
munity/gift.html. Applications are due by January 
15, 1999. 


Digital Study Hall: For students 
who need some help with their homework or a 
little tutoring on the side, check out Tutomet 
(www.tutornet.com), a subscription online ser¬ 
vice that offers interactive instruction to students 
of all ages. Students log on and choose a sub¬ 
ject area; then they are sent to a “classroom” 
where a tutor (called a Netucator) greets them. 
Tutors and students use a virtual white board 
where they can easily draw shapes and symbols 
or write freehand. Tutornet costs $59.99 a month 
for unlimited access, and the company is work¬ 
ing with corporations to donate subscriptions 
to schools. 


Tt\fow\ef 


Better Grades on the Web 


Add Internet access to the list of requirements for a well-equipped school. In a nationwide 
survey of 2416 people, AT&T WorldNet Service found that the Web has become a nec¬ 
essary tool for schools. The respondents also said the Web improved students’ grades. 
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News 


Out of This World 

Technology helps students imagine the final frontier 


H olly Thomas, an environmental science 
teacher in Jacksonville, Florida, has done 
such a good job teaching for the past 25 
years that today she’s been promoted right out 
of her classroom. Thanks to an Urban Systemic 
Initiative grant, she’s working with 
other science teachers all around 
Duval County, Florida, to improve 
science education through tech- 


1n this project 
students create their 


activity in neighboring volcanic moons. 

Transportation was the next problem: How 
would they reach Miranda? To answer that ques¬ 
tion, the intrepid explorers took to the football 
field, armed with rockets made of balloons, paper 
cups, and string. But when these 
vessels wouldn’t go far enough, 
Thomas challenged her students 
to do better. “Before I knew it, two 


nology and other innovative teach- 5Q| |jf j Qp|5 S0lV8 W 5 attached a kind of sail to their 


and make their 
own studies.” 

-Holly Thomas 


ing tools. 

Part ofwhat led Thomas to her their OWn prOblefT]S, 
new position was an extensive 
hands-on project in which her 
eleventh- and twelfth-grade ecolo¬ 
gy students “built” an imaginary 
new civilization in outer space. 

Throughout the project at the 
Robert E. Lee Senior High School, technology 
played a major role, with students consulting Web 
sites, watching QuickTime movies, and more. 

The year started with the students studying 
overpopulation and global warming, . 
to give the class a rationale for why jJmam 
they would have to colonize another 
planet. 

The next step was to decide 
where to go. After exploring Solar 
System Live (www.fourmilab.ch 
/solar/solar.html) and Nine 
Planets (seds.lpl.arizona.edu 
/nineplanets/nineplan- 
ets), the class decided 
that its new home 
would be Miran¬ 
da, a moon of' 

Uranus. 

Although the proposed 
home was definitely a “handy¬ 
man’s special,” featuring a rocky, 
icy landscape and a climate appeal¬ 
ing only to polar bears, Miranda did 
have all-important sources of ener¬ 
gy nearby, in the form of geothermal 
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ship and flew it right into the end 
zone,” said Thomas. After that dis¬ 
covery, the students researched 
solar sails on the Web and used a 
radiometer to demonstrate how 
the sun’s light would push the ship. 

The students now faced the 
issue of housing. Once again, they 
turned to the Web for inspiration, exploring sites 
on ancient civilizations and the castles of Europe. 
They came up with several options, including 
adobe villages (well suited to Miranda’s cliff- 
1, laden landscape), igloos, cave dwellings, 
At and fortresses. The students investigated 
Web sites on Biosphere 2, including 
www.bio2.edu, for tips on how they 
I might grow food. 

At the end of the year, Thomas’s 
Project Miranda made it onto the 
local news, an event that thrilled the 
teenage space settlers. “Students 
spent months research- 
mKB ing their topics, often 
online — probing, 
questioning, 
answering, 
g and ques- 
” tioning again,” 
said Thomas. 
‘And then they 
shared their expertise with the 
group. This approach allowed each 
student to.shine.” 

—Cristine Santo 


Teacher’s Pets 

Strange Science 

(www.turnpike.net/~mscott) 
Follow the twisted path sci¬ 
entists took to come up with 
modern theories of paleon¬ 
tology and biology. In the 
Goof Gallery, you'll find ren¬ 
ditions of what scientists in 
the fifteenth century thought 
elephants, unicorns, and 
giraffes might look like (from 
what they'd heard by word 
of mouth or 
via myths). 



Puzzlemaker 

(www.puzzlemaker.com) 
Teachers can create their 
own puzzles at Puzzlemaker. 
Choose from criss-cross 
puzzles, number blocks, 
cryptograms, and letter tile 
puzzles. Word searches are 
even more fun when you 
personalize them with words 
from your classroom. The 
site also has stunning hand- 
drawn mazes to download. 

The Charters of 
Freedom from the 
National Archives 

(www.nara.gov/exhall 
/charters) 

Students can look at 
scanned versions of the 
original Constitution, Bill of 
Rights, and Declaration of 
Independence. The com¬ 
plete transcription of each 
document is also available. 

-Valle Dwight 
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Schooled 


Have Computer, Will... What? 


A student-computer ratio of 25-to-l doesn’t 


Teachers share 
strategies on 
using a class¬ 
room’s lone PC 


O n the first day of school four years ago, 
fourth- and fifth-grade teacher John 
Baggett lugged his brand-new PC to 
school, plopped it on his desk, and pretty much 
let it sit there. For a month, he used it to make 
lists or write notes to parents. Then, when his stu¬ 
dents protested that he was keeping the comput¬ 
er to himself, he decided it was time for them to 
use it, too. But how do you share one computer 
with 25 students? Should they each get one day 
a month? Should they all cram around the mon¬ 
itor at once? 

Four years later, Baggett is a master at that 
most modern teaching skill — managing a one- 
computer classroom. Blending kid management 
with software strategies, he uses his PC in almost 
every daily lesson. He groups students into teams 
that make multimedia reports. He plugs his com¬ 
puter into a wall-mounted TV to play games with 
the whole class. He uses the computer as a re¬ 
ward, a drill master, and a portal to the Web. 


A student-computer ratio of 25-to-l doesn’t 
have to be daunting. It just takes planning, a skill 
most teachers learned long ago. “You have to be 
flexible,” Baggett said. “Don’t try to learn com¬ 
puter skills in your spare time, since as a teacher, 
you don’t have any. If you don’t know a certain 
program, don’t be afraid to let kids teach you how 
to use it. You have to adjust your style.” 

Divide and Conquer 

Baggett’s computer tactics vary from subject to sub¬ 
ject. In science, his students work in teams at dif- j 

ferent workstations, one of which is the computer. 

The goal is for each of four teams to create a mul¬ 
timedia presentation on a particular research topic 
(last fall, it was oceans). 

At the class’s print encyclopedia, one team 
pages through volumes, making notes for its ini¬ 
tial research. Nearby, another team is at the 
“card-planning station.” There, students stack 
index cards, blocking out where they’ll use text, 
where they’ll put the photos, and where they’ll in¬ 
sert sound clips to enliven their report. Across the 
room, a third team is in preproduction, writing 
the actual text of the report and deciding on final 
design. And at the computer, a fourth team is as¬ 
sembling its report with HyperStudio (Mac and 
Windows CD, $199.95; Roger Wagner Publish¬ 
ing, 800-421-6526, www.hyperstudio.com). 

Every 15 minutes, the teams switch stations. 

When the reports are finished, Baggett displays 
them on the TV he has plugged into his PC using I 

AverKey Plus ($99; AverMedia, 510-770-9899, 
www.avermedia.com), a device that turns a TV j 

into a computer monitor. 

Other subjects require different computer¬ 
sharing strategies. In geography, again using the 
TV hookup, Baggett plays National Geographic’s 5 
GeoBee. As questions appear on-screen, arms go | 
up, begging to give answers. In math, pairs of stu- \ 
dents who haven’t mastered their times tables _ 
take time out to drill with MathBlaster. 

For English lessons, Baggett uses the comput- S 
er as the class printing press. Kids write their re- £ j 


172 


v.familypc.c 


FAMILYPC JANUARY 1999 









Special report 



n to their 


ports in longhand, with an eye toward using the 
desktop publisher in the corner. Only when they 
have produced a workable final draft can students 
type it into the computer and print it. 

And in social studies, Baggett often has the en¬ 
tire class create one presentation, dividing a topic 
into parts. When the class was studying cities, 
each student picked a letter of the alphabet and 
found a corresponding city: Albany, Boston, 
Chicago, Detroit.... The students researched their 
cities, and then each reserved time on the com¬ 
puter to make his or her re- mamma- 
port. When Baggett put the 
reports together, the result 
was an urban alphabet that 
enthralled the entire class. 

Baggett keeps a sign-up 
sheet where kids can reserve 
blocks of time on the com¬ 
puter to play educational 
computer games, type with 
Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing, 
favorite Web sites. 

Other Sharing 
Techniques 

A teacher in Deerfield, Massachusetts, makes her 
lone computer feel personal to a classroom full of 
students by sending students research assign¬ 
ments via e-mail. From her home computer, 
sixth-grade teacher Julie Webster e-mails ques¬ 
tions to teams of students. First thing in the 
morning, the teams take turns checking their 
e-mail. Finding their question, they search the 
Web for answers. Instead of scrawling their re¬ 
sponse on paper, they just hit Reply to send the 
answer, and Webster grades the work at home. 

Mary Van Dyke, an elementary and middle 
school teacher in Atchison, Kansas, uses her only 
classroom PC to teach computer skills such as 
databases and spreadsheets. She introduces data¬ 
bases by having students collect data on each 
other. After compiling lists of their friends’ fa¬ 
vorite TV shows, food, books, and so on, Van 
Dyke’s students learn to create databases by en¬ 
tering the personal information. 

To teach spreadsheets, she sets up a simulat¬ 
ed business, with herself as employer and stu¬ 


dents as employees. Each assignment earns a pay- 
check, and each missed assignment results in 
docked pay. 

In both cases, students work at their desks and 
sign up to use the classroom’s computer when 
they are ready to enter their data. 

Sharing the Knowledge 

Just a few years after he took his first computer 
workshop, Baggett is giving workshops himself 
as Newcastle Elementary School’s technology 
mentor. Along with plan¬ 
ning, he tells teachers to con¬ 
sider placement: Don’t put 
the computer where every¬ 
one in the class can easily see 
the screen — it can distract 
the students who aren’t using 
the computer from complet¬ 
ing their other work. And 
Baggett advises that you use 
the computer as an opportunity to form inter¬ 
esting peer groups. 

“Some kids are wizards at the computer, and 
others are beginners,” Baggett said. “I group the 
experts with the kids who don’t have a computer 
at home. At a computer, kids are good at helping 
each other; within a few months, their skills level 
out a lot better than they do in reading.” 

Baggett has a final tip for teachers: Don’t for¬ 
get to use the computer yourself. Computerized 
gradebooks like ClassMate Grading Tools (www 
.classmategrading.com) make grading easier. 
Banners printed using your desktop publishing 
program can decorate bulletin boards better than 
construction paper letters. And reaching some 
parents via e-mail may be a lot easier than reach¬ 
ing them by phone. 

Teaching with one computer may start out as 
an assignment. But like students who are appre¬ 
hensive when you introduce a new topic, teach¬ 
ers discover that once they get the hang of it, a 
computer can be more than another warm ma¬ 
chine in the classroom. Used well, it’s a teacher’s 
best aide. 

Bruce Watson is a frequent contributor to Family- 
PC. E-mail him at BWatson@crocker.com. 


Tips from the 
Trenches 

* Use sign-up 
sheets. 

* Break large sub¬ 
jects into individual 
topics. 

* Make assignments 
that kids can do at 
their desk and jazz 
up later at the com¬ 
puter. 

* Use multimedia 
authoring tools so 
the kids can create 
reports for all to 
see. 

* Get a scan con¬ 
verter or a projector 
so you can share 
the projects with the 
whole class. 

* Use the computer 
yourself for grading, 
creative projects, 
and e-mail. 

* Don’t be afraid to 
let kids teach you 
how to use the 
computer. 


have to he daunting . It just takes planning . 
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SchoolPC 


Try this! 


A Whale of a Movie 

Fourth-graders combine clay and computers to create a claymation video 


Project Name: 

Whales' Tales Claymation 
Video 

Grades: 

4 to 6 

Time Line: 

3 weeks 

Subjects Taught: 

Science, language arts, 
geography, art, technology 

“The excitement I 
see in the children 
when they’re using 
technology is very 
rewarding, They’re 
enthusiastic about 
wanting to learn,” 


T he vote is in, and it’s unanimous: Clay¬ 
mation — the expressive animation of 
clay characters — is cool. From the orig¬ 
inal California Raisins, who entertained us with 
their soulful rendition of “Heard It Through the 
Grapevine,” to today’s Celebrity Death Match, an 
MTV show pitting clay versions of famous peo¬ 
ple against each other, claymation brings crea¬ 
tures to life in a way no other medium can touch. 

So it’s no wonder that when it was time to 
study whales, Linda Dombchik’s fourth-grade 
class at the Hebrew Day School of Central Flori¬ 
da in Maitland, Florida, was excited about cre¬ 
ating a claymation video of the great mammals 
strutting their stuff. In the end, their video fea¬ 
tured whales sounding, breaching, skyhopping, 
flippering, sailing, lobtailing, and spouting. The 
claymation movie was part of Dombchik’s larger 
unit on whales, which was a winner in the Ed’s 
Oasis MasterSearch Contest (www.edsoasis.org). 

To Participate: 

* Week I: Research whales (or any other animal 
easily rendered in clay). Dombchik’s students used 
Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia (Mac and Win¬ 
dows CD, $39.95; 203-797-3530, gi.grolier.com), 
In the Company of Whales (Mac and Windows 
CD, $34.95; Discovery Channel, 800-889-9950, 
shopping.discovery.com), and The Magic School 
Bus Explores the Ocean (Mac and Windows CD, 
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Helpful Hint 

To capture and edit video images on your PC, 
you'll need a video camera and a multimedia 
hardware/software package such as The 
Iomega Buz for Windows or Power Mac G3 
($199.95 and $299.95 respectively; 800-697- 
8833, www.iomega.com). Editing software is 
included. When you're done, you can save 
your masterpiece on videotape or in a digital 
format (such as QuickTime, MPEG, or AVI). 


$19.95; Microsoft, 800-426-9400, www.micro- 
soft.com). Your class could also try such Web sites 
as Zoom Whales (www.enchantedlearning.com 
/subjects/whales) or WhaleNet (whale.wheelock 
.edu). Collect information on their habitats, be¬ 
haviors, characteristics, and activities, 
x- Week 2: On cardboard or fabric, paint scenic 
backdrops for your whales’ movements. Sculpt 
your lead whale with nonhardening modeling 
clay. Consider building the sculpture around pipe 
cleaners for strength and flexibility, 
x- Week 3: Shoot the video: Place the backdrop 
on the floor and position your whale in its first 
pose. Shoot several seconds of video from above. 
Stop recording. Advance the whale’s pose slight¬ 
ly. Shoot again. Continue until you complete the 
desired movement. Be sure to keep the camera in 
the same place throughout the shoot. The more 
shots you take, and the shorter the duration of the 
shots, the smoother the resulting motion will be. 
x- Week 3: Import the resulting video into the 
computer (see “Helpful Hint”). If individual 
shots are too long, students can edit them down. 
Add sound effects, titles, graphics, and music at 
this point. Save the result as a QuickTime movie 
and put it on your class’s Web site, if you have 
one. If you don’t have a Web site, convert the 
movie back to VHS format and invite other class¬ 
es and parents to a special screening. (Don’t for¬ 
get the popcorn.) 

Visit Linda Dombchik’s site at www.hds.pvt 
.kl2.fl.us/whales.html for additional details. 

—Cristine Santo 
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“...with a Free Trial 
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personal postage meter! 


In a business world where time is money and image is everything, 
the new Personal Post Office™ gives you everything you need. 
You’ll never go out for stamps again because postage re fills by phone in 
under 30 seconds with total security. And you’ll never use too much 
postage because the electronic scale eliminates wasted postage 
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big features, the new Personal Post Office™ fits on a comer of your desk! 
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Video 
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T he vote is in, and it’s unanimous: Clay¬ 
mation — the expressive animation of 
clay characters — is cool. From the orig¬ 
inal California Raisins, who entertained us with 
their soulful rendition of “Heard It Through the 
Grapevine,” to today’s Celebrity Death Match, an 
MTV show pitting clay versions of famous peo¬ 
ple against each other, claymation brings crea¬ 
tures to life in a way no other medium can touch. 

So it’s no wonder that when it was time to 
study whales, Linda Dombchik’s fourth-grade 
class at the Hebrew Day School of Central Flori¬ 
da in Maitland, Florida, was excited about cre¬ 
ating a claymation video of the great mammals 
strutting their stuff. In the end, their video fea¬ 
tured whales sounding, breaching, skyhopping, 
flippering, sailing, lobtailing, and spouting. The 
claymation movie was part of Dombchik’s larger 
unit on whales, which was a winner in the Ed’s 
Oasis MasterSearch Contest (www.edsoasis.org). 

To Participate: 

x- Week 1: Research whales (or any other animal 
easily rendered in clay). Dombchik’s students used 
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To capture and edit video images on your PC, 
you’ll need a video camera and a multimedia 
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sofi.com). Your class could also try such Web sites 
as Zoom Whales (www.enchantedlearning.com 
/subjects/whales) or WhaleNet (whale.wheelock 
.edu). Collect information on their habitats, be¬ 
haviors, characteristics, and activities. 

X- Week 2: On cardboard or fabric, paint scenic 
backdrops for your whales’ movements. Sculpt 
your lead whale with nonhardening modeling 
clay. Consider building the sculpture around pipe 
cleaners for strength and flexibility. 
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Don't Surf 
Bored! 


FREE BROWSER 
ON FREE CD! 


New Version is here! FREE e-mail, 
protected chat, safety filtering and 
links to 3000 approved kids sites! 
Just order or download from: 


r 'Nowavailable^ 
on Diamond, Askey^ 
and Zoom modems! 


The First Web Browser For Kids! 


★★★★ "Parents will feel comfortable knowing that their 
kids can browse the Internet under the watchful 
eye of Surf Monkey." 

PC MAGAZINE 

★★★★ "Web browsing gets a Nickelodeon look-and-feel... 
plus excellent safety features." 

www.brainplay.com 

"The idea behind Surf Monkey was to 

make browsing safe for kids... I love it!" : j 


www. surf monkey, com 





Almanac 



www.discovery.com 



Many Web sites affiliated with 
television channels are little more than 
public relations sites with show list¬ 
ings. But Discovery Channel Online 
takes its invitation to “explore 
your world” seriously by 
offering stunning im¬ 
agery, fascinating feature 
stories, and engaging 
activities you can’t get 
anywhere else. 

Visitors to Discovery 
Channel Online will find it 
offers a wealth of Web-only content, 
most of which changes on a weekly 
basis. When we reviewed the site, it 
had just launched a science and tech¬ 
nology news section, Discovery News 
Briefs, which you can read online or 
listen to using RealAudio. The Fea¬ 
tures area presents three new interac¬ 
tive stories each week, ranging from 
Keiko the killer whale’s Iceland home¬ 
coming to the Dead Inventor’s Cor¬ 
ner’s reports on influential inventions 
in history. Discovery archives dozens 
of past features, so you can browse at 
your leisure. 

The site relies heavily on multime¬ 
dia tools (you’ll need the RealPlayer 
software from www.real.com and a 4.0 
browser) and fun activities that illus¬ 
trate scientific concepts, such as how a 


hurricane is born. Other goodies — 
like the animal cams trained on the 
shark tank at the Waikiki Aquarium 
and the orangutan habitat at the 
National Zoo — offer pure online 
entertainment. 

Discovery also does an exceptional 
job with its live, real-time Expeditions, 
which make perfect teaching tools for 
home or school. Recent expeditions 
have included the month-long journey 
of migrating humpback whales and a 
cross-country bicycle trek from 
Moscow to the Caspian Sea. Expe¬ 
dition participants punctuate 
daily reports with audio, 
video, and photographs 
captured along the way. 

Ironically, the site’s 
connection to its parent 
TV channel is its weakest 
link. We found the daily TV 
listing page to be current, but 
the featured shows had not been up¬ 
dated in three weeks. It’s also worth 
noting that a 28.8-kbps connection 
may not have enough oomph to enable 
you to enjoy the site’s full complement 
of multimedia features, especially dur¬ 
ing peak hours. Nevertheless, Discov¬ 
ery Channel Online’s commitment to 
high-quality original content and its 
elegant, user-friendly design make this 
site a must-see. —Bonny Georgia 


Discovering the Channel Discovery 
Online manages to cover learning in a fun 
and fascinating way, whether it's (a) with 
interactive weather generators like Hyper 
Hurricanes, (b) shopping for interesting 
artifacts and books, (c) playing challeng¬ 
ing mind games, or (d) using one of the 
site's many animal cams to give you a 
creature’s-eye view of the planet. 


FamilyPC 

WEB SITE OF THE MONTH 

Lovers of adventure and 
nature will discover both in 
abundance at Discovery 
Channel Online. 
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CHECK OUT MORE 

✓ A+ Math 

www.aplusmath.com 
Games and flash cards: 
You can put in a math 
problem and instantly tell 
if it’s right. 

✓ Homework Help 

www.startribune.com 
/homeworkI 

You post a question, and 
teacher volunteers 
answer it (or provide a 
site that can answer it) 
within 24 hours. 

✓ Shakespearean 
Homework Helper 

hometown.aol.com 

/liadona2/shakespeare 

.html 

Wherefore art the 
answers to my homework 
questions about the 
immortal Bard? 

✓ Ask Dr. Universe 

www. wsu. edu/DrUniversel 
Ask any question you 
like, or scroll through the 
list of existing Q&As. 
Answers might take a 
while - Dr. U says she's 
swamped. 

✓ Ask Dr. Math 

forum.swarthmore.edu 

Idr.mathl 

Answers to any level 
math question. Search 
the archives, or ask a 
new question. 

✓ Homework Help 

members.aol.com/Jiskha 
/Homework Jieip/ 
Teachers answer most 
submitted questions 
within a week. 

✓ Pitsco's Ask an Expert 

www.askanexpert.com 

/askanexpert/ 

A directory of links to 
people and Web pages 
to answer your ques¬ 
tions. Twelve categories 
and over 300 sites. 


Homework Help 


It’s 9:00 P.M., your child just told you he has a report on current 
events at the Kremlin due tomorrow, and your encyclopedia set only 
goes as far as Krushchev. Hop onto the Weh to get the homework help 
you need in current events, math, geography, or any other topic. 

NoSweat.com 

www.nosweat.com 

With 3.4 million reference pages covering 2200 
subjects, this is the biggest free homework 
helper on the Web. NoSweat.com is made up of 
Homework Central Jr. (first to sixth grade), 

Homework Central (seventh to twelfth grade), 


Hamewor 

CENTRAL 

7th grade thru High School 


cited as more reliable and of better quality 
(after all, they’ve been at it for a long time). At 
Homework Helper, kids enter a question or 
keyword and then select the kinds of sources 
they would like back in response: magazines, 
maps, books, newspapers, news wires, TV and 
radio transcripts, or pictures. Search results 
include the name of the source, author, date, 
size of the document, and reading level — so 
you don’t waste time downloading inappropri¬ 
ate material. (Although the site is free, some 
sources come from the subscription-based 
Electric Library; see “Paying for Education.”) 
OCoolest Click: Result Settings. A tool for sort- 
ng search results by criteria important to you. 

—Cristine Santo 


and Encyclopedia Central (college and beyond). 
All three levels work in the same straightfor¬ 
ward way: Start by choosing a branch of study, 
from the Arts to World History to Science, and 
then keep clicking on increasingly specific topic 
areas until you get to the information you need. 

Need more information? Try the NoSweat 
.com search engine (www.nosweat.com 
/search/) to find appropriate Web sites on your 
topic. Still stumped? To get a pointer in the 
right direction, e-mail your question to one of 
the site’s 140 experts. 

This site is loaded with reference tools, too. 
NoSweat will take the perspiration out of find¬ 
ing homework assistance. 

OCoolest Click: How to Take Notes Online. In¬ 
cludes a reminder about citing sites. 

Homework Helper 

www.homeworkhelper.com 

Although Web sites can be a tremendous re¬ 
source for homework help, information that 
first appeared in printed publications is often 


Paying for Education 

Good help doesn't come cheap, and that goes double for 
homework help. While free sites obviously exist to give your 
kids a leg up on the three Rs, several subscription sites may 
provide even better help. 

Electric Library 

You'll feel as if you’re in front of the digital microfilm machine at 
the college library. Compose a question in plain English and get 
results from over 150 newspapers, hundreds of magazines, even 
news wires and classic books. 

Electric Library, wm.elibrary.com; 30 days free; monthly 
subscription, $9.95; annual subscription, $59.95. 
homeworkhelp.com 

Individuals or groups can sign up to take advantage of help and 
lesson plans on everything from basic topics to advanced physics. 
Many of the help tips and lessons are tied into the Super Tutor 
CD-ROM series (buy a CD-ROM and get a free three-month 
membership). 

HomeworkHelp.com, wm.homeworkhelp.com; 30 days free; 
individual monthly subscription, $9.95. 

Northern Light 

Usually lumped in with the search engines, Northern Light actually 
serves up articles from hundreds of publications, most not found 
online. You pay only for what you use. 

Northern Light, wm.northemlight.com; $1 to $4 per article. 

-Eric Griffith 
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After an hour 
in the store, 
you left with 
one game. 


30 minutes 
later, he's 
bored. 


Make your 
next choice a 
smart one. 


Shop the right way. With reviews and articles on thousands 7},^ 

of toys, games, software titles, family videos, and more. brain/yffAIcorn 
All at the click of a mouse. 


www.brainplay.com 


Smart Choices for Growing Kids 







believe in technology 










Another Type £ Personality. 


So, I ditch my job in securities and move to the Keys. Start a business 
building handmade graphite fly rods and brass reels. 

My wife? Loves the town.Thinks I’m a little wacky. Wonders where I’ll find 
my customers. 

Me? I’m planning to go worldwide the whole time. 

I pop into ZDNet. Get some key advice on handling sales tax with interstate 
customers.Then, I hit the E-Business Channel, and—bam!—I find a total 
Web storefront solution in about five minutes and four clicks. 

Now, I’m reeling in business from all over the world, including my buddies back 
on the trading floor. 

So, I’m thinking I’ll take the rest of the day off and do a little fishing myself. 

I love it when I get stuff done. 

Are you Type Z? Let’s see. 

Visit www.zdnet.com/typez and tell us why you think you’re Type Z. 

If our judges agree, you could win a Fanta-Z adventure trip for two. 



Type Z (n) : A person who embraces change and uses technology to 
make work-and life-easier. Gets lots done, without looking burdened. 
Knows a lot, but isn't a know-it-all. Asks good questions; finds 
answers fast. Uses ZDNet: The High-Tech Hub. (see also: leaders, 
decision makers, trendsetters) 


www.zdnef.com 



















CHECK OUT MORE 


✓ E-Loan 

e-loan.com 

An excellent mortgage 
site with a loan finder, 
rate tracker, credit 
checker, and more. 

✓ GetSmart 

www.getsmart.com 
This site takes the com¬ 
plexity out of borrowing 
money by providing free, 
objective information. 

✓ Consumerlnfo.com 

www.consumerinfo.com 
Consolidated credit 
information from all the 
credit report services. 

✓ Tenant Screening 
Credit 


Reports on prospective 
tenants for landlords. 

✓ Moving Center 

www. movingcenter. com 
A Web site that looks 
like a board game, with 
information on many 
aspects of moving. 

✓ DataQuick 
Neighborhood Report 
Center 

products, dataquick. com 
/consumer! 

Find out a house's cur¬ 
rent market value or 
about a neighborhood. 
Reports start at $5. 

✓ School Match 

www.schoolmatch.com 
Know about schools 
nationwide before you 
move, with these inde¬ 
pendent assessments 
starting at $10. 

✓ Loan Guide 

www.loanguide.com 
Use the interest rate 
notification program: 
Tell them the rate you 
want, and they'll e-mail 
you when it hits. 


Mortgages/Home Loans 

Finding the right house is only part of getting a new home — 
you also have to pay for it. Why not get the information you need on 
mortgages and home loans online? 




repossessed home, get a handle on mortgage 
basics, and check on current interest rates. 
Helpful interactive tools reveal how much you 
can afford and what loans you qualify for. Then 
simply apply online. Real Estate news, guest 
columnists, and Q&As round out the site. 
©Coolest Click: Debt Reduction Planner. Find 
out if you have too much debt. 

Microsoft 
HomeAdvisor 

www.homeadvisor.com 

Microsoft HomeAdvisor has it all 
when it comes to helping you find a 
house and a loan. Although there’s 
plenty of interest in the section for 
finding a home, it’s the Financing 
Section that’s truly impressive. 

Start at the Advisor area to get a 
sense of the world of home loans. 


HomeShark 

www.homeshark.com 

This site attacks a large amount of mortgage 
information and spits it out in a clear, concise 
format. HomeShark lets you shop mortgage 
rates, check home listings, find an agent, pre¬ 
qualify for a mortgage, or apply for a mortgage. 

If you don’t want to jump into the Quick 
Finks, browse the site by category: Buyers, 
Renters, Realtors, or Owners. These links bring 
you to relevant tools and articles. For example, 
Buyers lets you find out how much house you 
can afford, search over 1 million home listings, 
get an estimate of what a prospective 
home is worth, and learn about 
down payment strategies. Be sure to 
check out the glossary of real estate 
and mortgage terms — even though 
you’ll likely have a lawyer, it’s good 
to know what all that jargon means. 
©Coolest Click: Neighborhood In¬ 
formation. Compare communities 
based on schools, demographics, 
housing costs, and other criteria. 

—Cristine Santo 




QuickenMortgage 

www.quicken.com/mortgage/ 

Quicken Mortgage provides the necessary back¬ 
ground information for future house hunters. 
Find out how to get your credit in good shape, 
buy the house of your dreams, get a deal on a 


scores of questions on 
such topics as ARMs, 
Down Payments, Foan 
Costs, Loan Terms, 


Refinancing, and Rates « 
and Points. Once you’ve 
covered the basics, delve into 


the in-depth guides on Choosing a Mortgage, 
Coping with Credit, and Solving Appraisal 
Problems. The Planning Calculators let you 
figure out how much you can afford or see if 
it’s time to refinance. Then compare loans from 
different lenders or apply for a loan online. 
©Coolest Click: Top Tips. Five mortgage tips that 
will save you time and money. 
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Pattern Maker 


Km 


CjT; p tag 

^Tallin-one software: 

Over 100 Features including: 

/ Medical Records / Complete Financial Tracking 

/ Address Book / Check Printing & Reconcile 

/ Household Inventory / Financial Calculators 

/ Insurance Policies / Calendaring & Scheduling 

/ Warranty Records / Loans & Investments 

/ Password Tracker / Hobbies & Collections 

/ Plants & Flowers / Exercise Log, Recipe Book 

/ Automotive Repairs ■/ Project Planning 

/ Books/Magazines / Wine Lists, Daily Journal 

/ Web-Site Tracker / Over 180 Reports and More! 

30 Day Money Back Guarantee! • www.surado.com/shm.html 

Top Reviews In: 
•PC Computing 

• Fortune 

• PC Magazine 

^9^5 

$39.9$ 

ORDER TODAY! 
1-800-478-7236 

Mail: Surado Solutions, Inc. 
2060 Chicago Ave, Ste C5 

• Computer Shopper 

(Plus $5.95 S&H) 
Code: SHM020-FPC 

__ MHsTfiwi Riverside, CA 92507 

SB MS h®H ca Rtside , ls Add Slks ^ 




' a s^s dmiuir 
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Make Money with a Computer 

BHSET- 



' Sesame Street® Warner Bros., DC Comics. NFL,” 
Power Rangers," Where’s Waldo?, °Marvei Comics 
* Religious, Ethnic, Foreign Language Books 
•No Computer Experience Necessary 
•Also Personalized: 

/First Name Meanings /Personalized Clocks 
/ Family Name Histones / Business Cards 


Best Personau/ed Books 

Best Plaza, 4201 Airbom Drive 
Dallas, Texas 75248 U.S.A. 

•a** Tel 972 250 1000 • Fax 972 930 1010 


w.bestpersonaiizedbooks.co 


LASER/INKJET CHECKS 

QUICKEN COMPATIBLE 

Guaranteed Compatibility With All Other Financial/Accounfina Packaaes ® 




PEZ3HiEHIL!M23S 


IhEa \ With First Order 
I S FREE MOUSE PAP 
iF“5 \ & FREE CHECK SAVER 


COMPATII I WINDOW 
ENVELOPES AVAILABLE 

250 $19.95 
500 29.95 


100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

rtfjgj-r. www.hotnew.com/checks • 1-800-239-4087 
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Description Color Quantity 


Shipping & Handling 
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CHECK OUT MORE 


✓ DVD Express 

www.dvdexpress.com 
The newest store selling 
DVDs online. 

✓ KidFlix 

www.kidflix.com 

Buy family-friendly home 

videos for kids. 

✓ Value Video 

eazy.net/value_video/ 
Specializes in sales of 
hard-to-find, used VHS 
videos in their original 
boxes. 

✓ Classic Hollywood 

www.ciassiccinema.com 
Rare movie and televi¬ 
sion programming for 
sale; searchable by key¬ 
word or genre. 

✓ Critics’ Choice Video 

www.ccvideo.com 
New releases and collec¬ 
tors' videos, including 
out-of-print titles. 

✓ Direct Video 

www. directvideo. com 
More DVDs and videos 
to buy. 

✓ Home Film Festival 

www. home film fes tival. com 
Film rentals and sales of 
foreign films, indepen¬ 
dents, documentaries, 
and Hollywood's best. 

✓ Michael Blackwood 
Productions 

www.panix.com 
/-blackwoo/ 
Documentaries on the 
arts for sale. 

✓ Best Video 

www. bestvideo. com 
The more you buy, the 
more you save. 

✓ VideoServe.com 

www.videoserve.com 
Mega-cheap specials - 
as low as 1 cent. 


Videos and DVD 

In the mood for a night in with a movie? If you’re willing to wait a 
couple of days, you’ll find online rental or purchase to he an inex¬ 
pensive and easy alternative to driving to the local rental place. 

Reel.com 



kids 


www.reel.com 

If the videotape from Reel.com’s 
movies (85,000 for sale and 35,000 
for rent) were unwound and laid 
end to end, it would reach — well, a 
long way. Don’t worry about being 
overwhelmed, though: This site has 
features to help you sort your 
choices. Quick Search will help you 
find a specific title or learn about 
the filmography of a particular 
director or actor, while Smart 
Search will let you search by format 
(new, used, laser, DVD), price, 
genre, time period, or rating. 

Reel.com rates films on 14 essen¬ 
tial elements, including action, 
drama, special effects, even offbeat 
energy; it also has critics’ reviews. 

You can rent films at Reel.com for 
$4.50 per tape per week (plus ship¬ 
ping: $3 per shipment plus 95 cents 
per video, via USPS Priority Mail). 

You’ve got seven days to watch 
them before returning them using 
the same box they arrived in. 

OCoolest Click: Movie Matches. Will 
you like a new movie? The movie 
matcher can tell you for sure. 

NetFlix.com 

www.netflix.com 

NetFlix has more than 2000 DVD movie titles 
— almost every title available — to buy or rent. 
Search for the movies you want, drop them into 
your virtual cart, and then check out with the 
100 percent secure checkout system. All movie 
entries come with short descriptions and Film 
Facts about the actors and directors. 

The cost may depend on your viewing habits. 






If you rent one movie at a time and 
keep it for just 2 days, fees for rental 
($4) and shipping ($2 on the first 
DVD, $1 each after, via USPS Priori¬ 
ty Mail) are pricey; movie buffs who 
take out several movies for a whole 
week will see more savings. When the 
rental time is up, drop the disc into a 
prepaid mailer and send it off. If you 
decide to keep the disc, e-mail Net¬ 
Flix and it’ll bill you the purchase 
price minus the rental fee. 

OCoolest Click: Remind Me. You’ll 
never forget the name of the movie you 
said you wanted to see. 

BigStar.com 

www.bigstar.com 

BigStar.com feels like a video retailer 
and a Hollywood gossip magazine. 

You should start with a Big Search of 
the 100,000 titles of videos or DVDs 
for sale (BigStar doesn’t rent). Check 
out BigPicks for the site’s favorite 
movies, and Big Selections for the 
ever-changing assortment of titles at 
20 to 25 percent off. In the Big Fun 
section, read up on movie news such 
as studio deals, actors’ tiffs, and 
movie trends; find live celebrity 
chats; and see which ones share your 
birthday. 

BigStar is best suited to main¬ 
stream movie watchers who have a good idea of 

what they’d like to buy. >—■■■■—- 

But you’ll find great IRlClStarCj 
specials here — BigStar 

has previously given away copies of Titanic and 
The X-Files with orders. 

OCoolest Click: ABCBigStar. A nice collection of 
suggestions for children’s videos. 

—Cristine Santo 
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On Super Bowl Sunday, even people who don't usually care about football 
have been known to paint their faces, wear team colors, and shout 'til they’re 
hoarse (even if it’s just to be heard above the din of the Super Bowl party). So 
before the game comes, suit up with some history, trivia, stats, and stories. But 
Super Bowl Sunday isn’t just about the game - it's about your friends and family 
eating just about anything put in front of them. While this may tempt you to “experi¬ 
ment" with chocolate-covered ants or tofu-spirulina casserole, why not try an 
unusual version of a favorite Super Bowl party food: chili. The Web offers options 
that will put some sizzle in the party, just in case the game isn't doing it. -Cristine Santo 


NFL.com www.nfl.com 

Official site of the NFL: Super Bowl trivia, 
history, and clips. 

The Sporting News: NFL 
www.sportingnews.com/nfl/ 

News, expert commentary, stats, bios, and 

NFLfans.com www.nflfans.com 

NFL fan information and entertainment by 
a grassroots fan organization. 

Silly Sports Pro Football News 
www.sillysports.com 

An irreverent look at pro football. 


Pro Football Weekly 
www.profootballweekly.com 

NFL news, opinion, previews, 
predictions, and chats. 


South Florida Super Bowl XXXIII 
Host Committee 
www.superbowlxxxiii.org 

No tickets to the big game? Don’t feel left 
out. Check out the pre-Super Bowl 
events described here. 

Giant Super Bowl Photos 
www.tikipub.com/panoramics/ 

Photos - 3 feet wide - of football's most his¬ 
toric moments; $50 each. 


^ Fnimir 


S0AB Chili Recipes 
soar.berkeley.edu/recipes/chili/ 

Over 260 chili recipes, in¬ 
cluding Capitol Punishment 
Chili and Chicken Pumpkin Chili. 

Epicurious Chili Recipes 
food.epicurious.com 

442 options, including Chili Con Carne with 
Chili Cheddar Shortcakes and Chili Corn- 
meal Skillet Pie. 

Chile Today, Hot Tamale 
www.chiletoday.com 

Order chile pepper products online (in¬ 
cluding barrels of seasoned, hot pretzels) 
and get a hot education on chiles, too. 



5-Minute Internet Activities 


El Nino 
Hangman 
hyperlon.advanced.org 
/20901 /main_heavy.htm 
This cute little 
hangman game has 
a few things to say 
about El Nino. 

Part of a site creat¬ 
ed by three high 
school students, 
it’s dedicated to 


Avery Kids Picture- 
Picture Game 
www.avery.com/kids 
/picturegame.html 

Test your ability to no¬ 
tice subtle differences 
between two seemingly 
identical pictures. Each 
pair of pictures has nine 
discrepancies. With 27 
I k| ij m I n| o | p| scenes to choose from, 

ikf , 


y.mm /1 


educating people about the 
world climate phenomenon. 



the game is riveting. 

Calendarz 
www.calendarz.com 
Share your personal calen¬ 
dar with all of the members 
of your family on the Web. 
This free site lets you note 
the dates and times of any 
important events and 
embed links and pictures. 


SEA TURTLE 



SURVIVAL 

LEAGUE 

To access your calendar, 
just type in your unique 
calendar URL. 

Sea Turtle Satellite 
Tracking Program 
www.ccclurtle.org/satwelc.htm 
Follow the movements of sea 
turtles saved by the National 
Aquarium in Baltimore, with 
history and a map showing 
where the Loggerhead turtles 


have been since being 
released. 

Peanut Butter and 
Jelly Wars 
www.gamescene.com 
Peanut Butter and Jelly seek 
to smear each other in this 
creative Shockwave version 
ofGo/Othello/Reversi. Select 
your side and then try to 
cover the game board by cor¬ 
nering your opponent. 

—Sam Mead 
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JANUARY 


Family PC’s Web Almanac 

J anuary begins the new year — and it’s a year that will see two blue moons (one on January 31 and one on March 31), 
a lunar event that happens once every 19 years (www.moontribe.org/phase.html). Universal Letter-Writing Week 
starts January 8, so write a letter to someone today. For inspiration, you can read some Unforgettable Letters at 
www.usps.gov/letters/welcome.htm. The love letters are especially interesting, so snoop around the letters of the rich, 
famous, and historical. In terms of closing the deal, however, January is the month with the fewest weddings. But you 
can visit www.weddingnetwork.com to get some planning tips anyway. 



January 1: Hank Williams, Sr., Dies 

Country legend Hank Williams, singer of 
“Hey, Good Lookin’,” died in 1953 at age 29. 
Read about his lonesome life at www 
.hankwilliams.com. 


January 3: Dylan Returns 

In 1974, after eight years of seclusion 
(“the lost years”), Bob Dylan went on 
tour with The Band for 39 dates 
in 25 cities. Hear the resulting album at 
www.punkhart.com/dylan/. 


January 4: Louis Braille 
Birthday 

Braille invented a system of writing 
for the blind that was largely ig¬ 
nored in his lifetime. He died in 
poverty. Learn the Braille alphabet at 
www.nyise.org/blind/america2.htm. 


January 9: John Beargrease 
Sled Dog Marathon 

This 500-mile race commemorates 
the legendary Chippewa mail carrier 
of Lake Superior. See the race route at 
www.beargrease.com. 


January 12: Jack London’s 
Birthday 

London was born in San Francisco in 
1876. Read about this man’s man and 
Call of the Wild author’s fascinating 
life at sunsite.berkeley.edu/London/. 

January 17: Cable Car Invented 

Inspired by an accident involving a horse- 
drawn streetcar, Andrew Hallidie invented 
and received a patent for the cable car system 
in 1871. Watch cable cars work at www 
.sfcablecar.com. 


January 20: Age of Aquarius 

The sun sign of Aquarius, the Water Bearer, 
begins today in the zodiac calendar. Aquari¬ 
ans have generous natures but become 
aggressive if restricted. Find your sign at 
www.astrology.com. 

January 23: Donny & Marie 
Premiere 

The show starring the toothy brother-and- 
sister Osmond act premiered in 1976. At 18 
and 16, they were the youngest hosts of a 
prime-time program. Relive the glory at 
www.osmond.com. 

January 26: Dental Drill Patented 

George G. Green of Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
patented the electric dental drill in 1875 
(earlier drills were powered by foot pedal). 

Face your fear of the drill by looking up 
Marathon Man at www.imdb.com. 

January 27: Vietnam War Ends 

Hundreds of thousands of combatants died 
before the U.S. and North Vietnam signed a 
peace agreement in Paris in 1973. Visit a 
virtual Vietnam memorial at www.vietvet 
.org/thewall.htm. 

January 29: First Librarian 
of Congress 

The Library of Congress hired John Beckley 
as the first librarian of Congress on this day 
in 1802, two years after the library opened. 

Find out why at www.loc.gov. 

—Julia Lynch 

Tell us about your special Web event via e-mail 
at FPCEvent(g>aol.com. Plus, see the daily Web 1 
Almanac at www.familypc.com/almanac/. s 


Did You Know? After 127 years, 
San Francisco got its first female 
cable car grip operator in 1998. 
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Every Gateway client is unique, and so is every Gateway PC. These systems are 
just examples of what we can build for you. 


The Family Foundation 
G6-350 


• Intel® Pentium® II Processor 350MHz 
with 512K Cache 

• 64MB SDRAM 

• EV700.28 Screen Pitch 17" Monitor 
(15.9" viewable) 

•8MB AGP Graphics 

• 10GB Ultra ATA Hard Drive 

• DVD-ROM Drive & MPEG2 Decoder 

• 3.5" Diskette Drive 

• SoundBlaster® AudioPCI” 64D 

• Boston Acoustics® BA635” 3-Piece 
Speaker System 

• U.S. Robotics® 56K 2 Voice Winmodem 

• Micro-Tower Case 

• MultiFunction Keyboard & Mouse 

• Microsoft® Windows® 98 

& MS® Home Essentials® Software 

• Gateway Gold SM Service for 
G-Series PCs 3 

As low as $45/mo. 
for 48 mos. or 

$1599 4 


Friend of the Family 
G6-450 


• Intel Pentium II Processor 450MHz 
with 512K Cache 

•64MB SDRAM 

• EV700.28 Screen Pitch 17" Monitor 
(15.9" viewable) 

•16MB AGP Graphics 
•10GB Ultra ATA Hard Drive 

• DVD-ROM Drive & MPEG2 Decoder 

• 3.5" Diskette Drive 

• SoundBlaster AudioPCI 64D 

• Boston Acoustics BA635 3-Piece 
Speaker System 

• U.S. Robotics 56K 2 Voice Winmodem 

• Mid-Tower Case 

• MultiFunction Keyboard & Mouse 

• MS Windows 98 

& MS Home Essentials Software 

• Gateway Gold Service for 
G-Series PCs 3 

As low as $56/mo. 
for 48 mos. or 

$1999 4 


The Far-Flung Family 
SOLO 8 3100LS (FireAnt) 


• 12.1" SVGA TFT Color Display 

• Intel Pentium II Processor 233MHz 
with 512K Cache 

• 32MB SDRAM (expandable to 160MB) 

• 2.5MB 256-Bit Graphics Accelerator 

• Integrated DVD-II Drive 

• Integrated V.90 Modem 

• External 3.5" Diskette Drive 

• 2GB Ultra ATA Hard Drive 

• Lithium Ion Battery & AC Pack 

• USB Port, CardBus 

& Zoomed Video Support 

• Integrated 16-Bit Sound & Stereo Speakers 

• Leather Portfolio Carrying Case 

• Full-Size Keyboard 

• EZ Point® Pointing Stick 

• MS Windows 98 & MS Office 97, Small 
Business Edition plus Bookshelf® 98 

• LapLink® V.7.5 for Windows 98 
& McAfee® VirusScan 

• Gateway Gold Service for 
Portable PCs 3 

As low as $70/mo. 
for 48 mos. or 

$2499 4 


Add on specific packages to customize your Gateway PC to fit your family’s needs. 

• Audio Entertainment - Philips® CD-RW (CD-Rewritable) Drive, Boston Acoustics MediaTheater™ 3-Piece Speaker System $339 

• Digital Photo Pack - Epson* Photo PC™ 550 Color Digital Camera, Philips CD-RW $419 

• Family Entertainment - Kid's BackPack™ Software, Microsoft Action Titles, Thrustmaster® Top Cun™ USB Joystick $239 

Internet access provided by gateway.net " for $14.95/mo. 5 

For the latest prices, call us or visit our web site: 

call 1-800-555-2068 

www.gateway.com/yourware 

ad code: 10007 



applicable to Gateway purchases. 














pentium®]! 


Just think: one gift that can make everyone happy. Let us build you a computer with 
hardware and software customized for every family member: the budget keeper, the 
gaming fanatic, the Internet surfer, etc. All it takes is a low monthly payment with no 
money down. And after two years, as your family grows, or just grows up, you have 
the option to trade your Gateway™ PC in toward the purchase of a new one 1 . In the 
meantime, we’ll always be standing by with flexible service and support, 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, online, on-call or by fax. Now the only thing you need to worry 
about is who gets to use the computer first. 


Gateway 


Let s talk about your 













Let’s talk about you 


-Gateway. 


can 1-800-555-2068 








